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Electronic Arts produces Home Entertainment Software on most Computer formats. For a 
Е — * complete product catalogue, please send 50p together with a stamped and self-addressed A5-sized envelope to: 
AECTRONIC ARTS. Electronic Arts “Catalogue Offer", Electronic Arts, 11-49 Station Road, Langley, Berks 513 8YN 


-l HOW TO ORDER. Visit your local retailer or call Slough (0753) 46465 for the location of your nearest stockist. Dealers please call (0753) 40906 








REGULARS ee 


TGM NEWS AND PREVIEWS 


More news, more screens than ever before. Catch the 
latest on the new consoles and computer 
why girls won't buy softwar 


THE TGM REVIEW CATALOGUE 
At37 pages it's a record-breaking issue. All the lı 
bit, 16-bit and consoles (including A-Type 2 and Drunken 
Master on the PC Engine), plus the long-awaited TGM 

game awards 


| GETTING ADVENTUROUS 
Rob Steel gets nostalgic as he looks back over the best 
and worst adventures of 1988, including the ultra high 
scoring Space Quest 2, Jinxter and Legend Of The Sword 
COIN OP CONFRONTATION 
The lad can't get his hand out of his pocket quickly enough 
to thrust coin upon coin into New Zealand Story and 
Ghouls and Ghosts 
ROBIN HOGG'S PLAYING TIPS 
Tips to make your gaming an altogether more enjoyable 
experience 
| FANTASY GAMES 

John Woods frightens himself witless with the Lovecraf- 
tian monsters of Cthulu by Gaslight 
MUSIC MATTERS 


| ive from the Kiddermister Fuhrerbunker, the wicked Dr 
is locks himself up with Microdeal's ST Replay pack- 
age - a sampler at а surprisingly nice price 


MERCY DASH 

That's no lady- it's Mercy Dash! In keeping with the spirit 
of the season TGM presents a two page colour panto 
special 
INFODESK 


Answers to more of your knotty, and sometimes nutty, 
technical questions 


READERPAGE 

Simon Glister speaks out in praise of Cybernauts, whilst 

leveryone else praises the current obsession - the MSX 
CHARTS 


TGM brings you the world of home computing on a sliding 
scale from 1 to 10. Some things are serious, but then again, 
somethings aren't 


BACK BYTES 

‘The complete one-stop guide to hardware and peripheral 
for your computer, including all you need to know about 
printers 



































GOD BLESS AMERICA 
PAGE 18 


Because that's where TGM tracked down 
the Commodore show — and was amazed 
by the likes of ComicSetter and LIVE 


UPPIES! 
fen 


Not land-dwelling fish but a 
new word for a new breed of 
homo sapiens. The guppie 
hasn't lived unless he's owned 
an ultrasonic flea collar or а 
phone that works in the bath. 
TGM delves into the awful 
electronic truth 
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[ We hope you like TGM's new logo 


—{ 





‘Games reviewing at ТОМ is second to 
play games, hey eat breathe and sleep 
Jo know we don't preiudge а game 
we favour a certain format. 


changes are far from being simply cosmetic: 
mone because ТОМ game reviewers дәл еі 
them Whats more, it you're a regular reader 


femen barra V guida o printers- 
a n mort er om ere f sur үр! find ТОМ a bigger, bete, more 


informative magazine. If you've j 











PHILADELPHIA COMMODORE SHOW 

On the other side of the pond TGM finds interesting prod- 
ucts on display including The Honeymooners, Charon 5, 
and for the Amiga the fascinating ComicSetter and LIVE 


SOFTWARE RISING 
TGM finds that the secret's in the stars with Electric 
Ephemeris' powerful astrological program PCA 
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E THE FUTURE IN YOUR HANDS 


DIAL THIS 
NUMBER: 0898 
555080 





and you could 
win a Sega 
Master system! 
See page 28 for 
details 


A WHO DARES 
WINS WEEKEND | 


Courtesy of Infogrames. Kill the enemy, trap your own food, 
dodge bullets and bombs and still get home in time for tea | 
See page 20 


Thanks to Epyx, plus 20 copies of The Games Summer Edi- 
tion for the runners up. 
See page 112 
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Тһе meanest fighting machi! 
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THE CHALLENGE 
GAME OF THE YEAR! 


"NAR as | 





CBM 64/128 £9.99t, £14.99d, SPECTRUM.48/128K £8.99t, +3 £12.99d, ATARIST £19.99d, 


ine ever to storm the skies... 


AMSTRAD CPC £9.99t, £14.99d, AMIGA £24.99d, ІВМ РС & COMPATIBLES £24.99d 


U.S. Gold Lid., Units 23 Holford Way, Holi ingham 86 7AX. Tel: 021 356 3388 
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by Barnaby Page 


More details are emerging of the sup- 
posedly secret Slipstream console 
from joystick manufacturer Konix ~ 
and its extraordinary set of add-ons 

The £149 console, due to be on sale 
in the autumn of 1989, will appa 
rently use a standard 3-inch disk (аз 
found in Amstrad CPCs, PCWsand the 
Spectrum +3) as well as cartridges, 

And Konix are believed to prefer 
disk-based software. Disks are 
cheaper than cartridges — software 
prices for the Slipstream will range 
from 615 to £25. An anticopying 
device in the disk mechanism will pre- 
vent piracy 

Boasting up to 4,096 colours onse: 














teen without lost speed, a 3-D zoom 
facility built into the hardware, and 
CD-quality stereo output. the 


Slipstream’s specification has impre 
жей all who've seen it 

Internally, it has four customised 
chips, a central 16-bit processor from 
Motorola's 68000 family running at 
18 million instructions per second 
(mips), and а blitter chip running at 
70 mips. 

The report of a 68000 processor —as 
found in the ST and Amiga — соп. 
Wadicts earlier suggestions that it 
would be a PC-style 8086 chip, 


3-D vision 
As for peripherals, besides the sub: 
£100 hydraulic chair mentioned in 
TGMOIZ's exclusive report there will 
bea multifunction joystick, and a hel 
met providing 3-D vision with built-in 
speakers 

The machine itself has a multipur 








pose joystick,’ said a source who has 


In about six months, Atari will launch 
a sub-£100 console based on 16-bit ST 
technology 

Details are scarce, but the cartridge: 
based console is expected to be сот. 
patible with existing ST software 
(meaning that ST games can easily be 
converted). And the games, costing 
around £25 each. will mostly be 
arcade action, 

But it doesn’t spell the end of the ST 

it’s a games machine only. An Atari 
spokesman told TGM: "We aren't 
going to kill the golden calf that the 
Console was originated from — the 
console is aimed at the younger per. 
son who is not proficient in the ways 





Slipstream to run £15 
disk games - in 3-D 


seen the console's specifications. “It 
be used as a flight controller. You 
сап switch it to the steering of a car. 
You can put two parts of the console 
on the floor as pedals. 

The Slipstream, which comes with 
a light gun, is said to resemble “а con 

le inside a joystick” — whatever that 


So far so good 
However, software hc 
join the Slipstream bandwagon may 
run into problems with Konix. The 
firm, based in south Wales, is appa 
rently looking more to American soft 
ware houses such as Broderbund, 
Mindscape and fter 
series of leaks which it believes came 
from British software producers 

One reliable source says that the 
only UK software house already 
signed to produce a Slipstream game 
is US Gold. Two other European com: 

nies, in France and W 
are also working on software for It 
while a further 30 or so firms are 
interested. 

Software houses will not be able to 
produce Slipstream games without 
Konix's permission, because each 
game will use special code to "unlock 
the Slipstream and load the software 
People could copy the code from one 

me but it wouldn't work with 
another 

In concept, this is sin 
device Nintendo use to prevent unau. 
thorised firms producing Nintendo 
software. However, Nintendo's ‘lock 
mechanism relies on a ‘key’ in the 
actual physical cartridge, rather than 
the code - and several UK engineers 

ow got around it 
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Atari promise an ST 
console for mid-’89 


of the ST and hence the console will 
prove very user-friendly 

Шіп another variation on the ST 
theme. Atari were cautiously showing 
their portable ST — nicknamed Stacey 
- at the Comdex trade show in Las 
Vegas, USA, last month. 
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The ST 











Viva video! Microdeal have 
released Viva. a £399 software 
package which helps you create 
Interactive aser disk games (av 
it you really wanted to). ТОМ. 
expects this to be the next ig 
thing - that is, aher tbe 2003 
‘other next big things 


Starstruck: US Gold, who 
despite their name are more at 
home on the mean streets of 
Birmingham than the wide open 
prairies, are petting a bit more 
American... in a deal with 
California-based Lucasfilm 
Games. 

US Gold wil release six games 
from Star Wars director George 
Шах software stable in 1949, 
Including Zak McKraker And The 
Alien Mindhenders and air fighter 
atihawia - 1042. 

Those wil be on 16-bit and 
м only. but future titles 
including Indiana Jono The Lat 
—— tor autumn 
1989) will appear on Spectrum 
and CPC oo. 

Domark are the software 
house currently awociated with 
Lucas, thanks to their various 
Siar Wars coin-op conversions 
{owt recently Reum Of The 
Jedi), but maybe the US Gold 
empire has finally struck back. 


Konix's Wyn Holloway: his secret's out 





Amiga meets PC: Yet another 
Amiga model is due to be on sale 
in 1989. The Amiga 2000AT has 
an IBM PC-AT emulation mode 
(thrilling. eh?) which to the 
blissfully uninitiated means it 





Копіх consol 
key points 











canran vitally all PC sofware 
(© Highly praised for graphics and sound Only disadvantage nit that i's 
magnate peripherals including hyd- — | geponed wo havea 5.25" dk 
raul chair and 3-0 helmet drive - rapidly becoming 
bit procesor unpopular, as software houses 
© Extremely fast bliver chip lor graphio- | and users grow 10 lavour the 
handing 3.3" inch standard, A price ol 
© £149 price. with disk games saring a1 | some E100 s ерес What 
05 ills 
© Released ate summer 1989 
ا‎ — iy eae E, 
Aid. Of Th Hook and Kid Aid? 
Its reponedly а 1040STFina differ. | RARE I deny. 
ent box and with an LCD display. The | бишк aban ane 
only other difference = арап from the | EN шы ук. 


smaller size - is the fact that it uses a 
trackball instead of a mouse, which 
would need more space 10 move 





anotherh planned for 1989. This 
"ime, the beneficiaries will be 
istic children. Watch this 


























ike the roller on a mouse’ underside | зака ваші 
= you rotate it in your palm.) 
course. mot the Ret Atari produci to | Satellite cheat: Generous dl 
be whispered about and shown to а | Amita, already producing a 
select few without being released. | £19? satelite dish for Rupert 
Remember the CD-ROM player | Murdoch's tour Sky channels, 
they've been promising? — — 
other channels... so you can 
watch them free 
But you'll haveto havea new 
£10-odd card every month ~ 
Д which may not be such а bar- 
gain. Back in ТОМ010. Maxwell 
= Saline Communications 
suggested Ва average pay- 


‘ments for receiving 16 channels. 
on their satellite dish could be as 














little as £5 a month. 
ТОМ TX 014:1-899/148 
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‘Atari show ‘was crap, 
nothing outstandingly new’ 
Well that's what our reporter 
reported. Seems, though, that 
| Microdeal are producing a 
video: trame-grabber which will 
let you take images from, зау 
E T. andusea graphics package 
to convert them into something 
rly obscene 
Strange thing is, Microdeal 
will only release it if they can 
make it cheap - that's never 
pped some people! 
Microdeal created a stink. or 
at least a vague odour, before 
the show. They objecied when 
US Gold and Ocean planned to 
send representatives to the 
games workshop’, a. 
tutorial do for programmers ~ 
even though they didn’t have 
ands, The two software house 
were subsequently uninvited, 





























The last straw: When System 
У put rubber shurikens (deadly 
throwing stars) in 25200 1 
aned edition c 

2. Boots decided mystic 
| oriental violence didn't go too 
well with the nappies and 
mourishiny soups. So they 
refused to take the shuriken 
version ol the СӨ game, 

Other теше have removed 
from the box, or stuck warn- 
the tront, believing it to 
rou, Moral: when you 
wish for sales upon sar, check 
| with the chain stores frs. 




















Permanent PC show: People 
who have nothing better to do 
| than book at off-white boxes can 
woall year round, thanks 








to gle Ruine Computers 

| Eagle мус opened what they 

| caim is Brain збе permanent 
computer display centre. 

тиу buunew machines. buta 
Tus stand and gawp at 

Glamorgan House, David Street, 
sl 





On the lines: Not only can. 
long divamce addicts now play 
weractiveShaderon Mic 





hey can also access 120 pages ol 
MIDI muc info on PRESTEL 
MidiSpet, run by the British 

Association of Computer Clubs, 
дап at page 810921; to jump 



































Problems 
lurk 

for Sinclair 
+2/PC buyers 


Amstrad and chain store C 
run into criticism over 
problems and bundled so 
the Sinclair range 
Wmstrad's first p 





hardware 
ware for 


'oblems arose in 








Wd-November, when it was realised 
that new Spectrum +25 — called 
+2As, and recognisable by their black 
casing — are incompatible with mam 


Spectrum peripherals, 


This is because the new +2A uses 
3% 


the +3 circuit board, and the 
expansion slot pins are different fr 





There ar elect 





now four ROM 
lines (used so an add-on's software 
can control the computer), whereas 


the old +2 ha 
no 9V output t 


only two. And there is. 





ower peripherals. 











Is ako been suggested that 
graphics and sound code in some soft- 
ware may not work with the +2A. 

Despite these problems, the +2A is 
being sold in the same packaging as 
the old +2 — so potential purchasers 
should check inside the box that their 
+2 is grey, not black. 

On the good side. the Spectrum 
changes do mean that the +2A has a 
Centronics parallel printer port — like 
the +3, unlike older +25. 

Many observers are speculating 
that the circuit-board switch means 
Amstrad are trying to get rid of unused 
+3 boards — presumably because the 
+ 3 isn’t selling well. 

















Comet charge 

Meanwhile, at least some Comet 
stores have apparently been selling 
ihe Sinclair Profesional PC 200 
(TGMOI2) without its essential soft 


ware: the MS-DOS operating system, 
GEM 3 environment and GW-BASIC 
language 

One reader who contacted TGM 


said te of affairs when 
you buy a machine for £343 and it's 
The reader, who lives in East 
said he had been told he 








would have to wait several weeks for 
the software 

At press time, neither Amstrad nor 
Comet headquarters were available 
for comment 

But Mark Campbell, Assistant Man. 
ager at Comet in Eastbourne, told 
TGM that after some delays the soft 
ware had finally been shipped t 
Comet stores. People who һауе a PC 
200 without the software should now 
be able to pick it up from the branch 
where they bought it 








Soon after the +2A problem 
became known, Miles Gordon 
Technology released a £7.95 interface 
adapter board, which will enable + 2А 
owners to use their Plus D disk inter 
face. MGT's board, which may work 


with some other add-ons, disables two 
ROM select lines and restores the 9V 
power output 











But designer Paul Thomas warn: 
that slight problems may arise when 
using the Plus D and 128 BASIC mode 
(called '+3 mode" on the +2A). For 
instance, error messages cause the 
BASIC to revert to 48K mode 

Miles Gordon Technology: Lakeside 
Phoenix Way. Swansea Enterprise Park 





Swansea 5А7 9EH (0792) 791100. 





Amiga 
shines 






































dreading 
ending 
Those more 


the patented "twist 
inclined to humour 
will enjoy the interactivity of 
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to buy a modem: зо read what's h Software game is also slated 
mess at US show — inate 
7) Database Exhibitions You know how good that one 
—Ó Go November's Commodore show house's Aunt Arctic As can be ‘nuff said. But a few 
—— Stateside was highlighted by you battling to rescue your aunt words about Scary Mutant Space 
Hite кектене Amiga graphics—both for the artist from the evil Arctic circus watch Aliens From Mars, okay? Text 
Pratl aparece ана and the game-player. And wp of out for Big Boris combines with digitised graphic 
—— the games list for graphics come wilight Zone combines text 1 make this a fun. if slightly silly 
ы —— Mindware's Charon 5 and First adventure with static graphics on adventure. There are animated 
бине Row Software's The Twilight Zone. е Amiga. to recreate the mood fighting sequences — but best of all 
Welk they af sapere aron 5 requires quick reflexes, and mystery that comes from real aliens are included in every 
ы — —— screen: The same software he c yoluted and bizarre - while 
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Audiogenic just 


want girls 
to have fun 


Шуовте unlucky in love you'll tum to 
‘computing — at least, that's the theory 
of software boss Peter Calver. 

Calver, Managing Director of 
Audiogenic, explained: ‘It tends to be 
the loners who buy the computer to 
fill in the spare evenings. In my 
experience, women have no trouble 
finding boyfriends while men can't 
find girlfriends ~ so men have more 
time to kill. 

But Calver would like even the girls 
тояап killing time (and maybe aliens) 
with Audiogenic games. So he's plan- 
ning to produce more ‘cuddly games” 
like Helter Skelter (TGMOL1), and 
spons simulations with female 
athletes as sponsors. 

1 think the whole aura that sur- 
rounds computers is male-oriented, 
Observed Calver. "Even when you 
have got women involved they tend. 
to get desensitised and brainwashed.” 


Twice the number of bits 
Meanwhile, Audiogenic are going 
further into 16-bit in a bid to “shake 
off the dust and get out of the rut’. 
Calver told ТОМ that the software 
house, formerly а BBC specialist and 
once known as ASL. will be producing 
ewer games = but more high-profile 


їп 1987," Calver said, "we pi 
duced one product worth shouting 
about- Impact. This year, we produced 
two worth shouting about — Heller 
‘Skelter and Emlyn Hughes International 
Socer. Next year, we're producing five 
in the first six months.” 

There's also the possibility of а 16- 
bit Emlyn Hughes International Soccer 
following its Spectrum and Amstrad 
СЕС conversions. 

 Audiogenic will continue to release 
BBC software, said Calver, but they'll 
be "converted from other formats 
rather than vice versa, ‘Writing soft 
ware on the BBC and converting to 
the C64 is a joke. We tried that with 
Psycastria [in early 1987] and it 
bombed.” 

Other projects include home educa- 
tonal software which — Calver 
describes as "the computer equivalent 
of teach-yourself books’, probably on 
the Supersoft label 

Audiogenic are also recruiting а 
new team to help them into the big 
league. Game-design. graphics and 
sound specialists are sought for the 
Harrow-based firm, though most code 
work will be done by freelances. 

WAS we went to press, Audiogenic 
ounced a £50,000 charity tie-up 
with. Barnardo's, which works with 














handicapped and troubled children. 
Anyone sending Audiogenic a dona- 
tion to Barnardo's will receive a free 
game in return — for C64, Spectrum, 
BBC or Electron. 

£50,000 worth of software is being 
given away altogether. Send cheques. 
ог postal orders made payable to Bar- 
nardo's, plus 42р in postage stamps, 
to: Barnardo’s Offer, Winchester House, 
Canning Road. Wealdstone. Harrow HA} 
750. 


with Emlyn 


Audiogenic’s — 
Hughes): now looking for a lady sponsor 





Printer costs 
to rise after 
EEC ruling 


Printer prices could soon suffer a 
sharp increase, following an EEC dedi- 
sion aimed at cheap Japanese imports- 

Under the new rules, Epson, NEC, 
Citizen, Brother, Seikosha and Fujitsu 

inters-- among others ~ will have to 

made up to 47% more expensive 
(different figures apply to different 
firms). 

The move came after European 
manufacturers complained that the 
success of cheap Japanese models was 
undercutting their own business. For 
instance, some 80% of all dot-matrix 
printers sold in Britain are Japanese. 

Now, the EEC reckon. increased 
prices will even out the price differ- 
ence between Japanese and European 
firms and help sales of the home- 
grown machines. 

Printers manufactured within the 
EEC by Japanese companies are 
‘exempt from the new price rule. How- 
ever, most will still be more costly 
than the made-in-Japan models have 
been: this summer, for instance, sev- 
еті such firms including Citizen had 
to up prices by about 10%. Thats 
because manufacturing in Europe is 
more expensive. 

B European and American com- 
panies will not have to raise their 
prices. These include Amstrad, Man- 
nesman Tally, Olivetti and Tandy. 
Buying a printer: Back Bytes 


What's VAT? 


For nine-and-a-half years, a grim 
spectre has been stalking micro 
users 15% value-added tax 
(УАТ) 

Everything you buy іп the comer 
computer shop, except books and 
magazines, has а whopping 15% tax 
added to its price. 

Тһе VAT charge is normally 
included in advertised prices for soft 
ware, though not always for hardware 
= which is why something ‘priced’ at 


£299.99 can really cost you closer to 
£350. And that's usually only men: 
tioned in the small print. 

But at TGM we've decided that 
people have been misled by manufac- 
turers for 100 long, so from now on all 
prices we mention in the magazine 
include VAT. 
if you run a business, you probably 
know already that by registering with 
Customs and Excise you can сі 
back the 15% VAT on anythin 
buy for your work = which might 
include your micro. Contact the local 
Customs and Excise office listed in the 
phone book 














New М5Х please, 


we're British . 


by Robin Hogg 


As new consoles and computers 
appear all round. there's now ап 
improved MSX — the М5Х2% - 
ihough no UK launch date has yet 
been set. 

The machine comes in three models 
from Panasonic, Sanyo and MSX lead- 
ers Sony. It has a Yamaha FM sound 
chip, a palette of 19,268 colours (more. 
than four times the state-of-the-art 
Amiga's) and a 514x424 screen resol- 
ution. However, the central processor 
is an 8-bit Zilog 280, à la Spectrum. 

According to a spokesman for the 
Konami Software Club, which deals 
with MSX games, the graphics are 


‘impossible іп their use to distinguish 
from normal TV. We're not talking PC 
Engine, Sharp 68000 [a £1.500 
Japanese machine] ог Amiga 
graphics, we're talking real life. 

High praise or high hype? Japanese. 
software companies seem to believe 
the former — they're already taking it 
to heart with upgraded conversions of 
existing games and some original 
titles. 

Software for the MSX 2+ includes 
а 3-0 F-1 Spirit from Konami, and 
Super — Layixk Ш featuring 
Supersmooth scrolling. 

In Japan, the system is around 
£300, with disk-based games at about 
£20 each. 








емін. 


Cheap Mandarins: Games 
Hon Mandara Svs et 
todribble onto budget .. 

Screens 
included in anew deal between 
Database, Mandarirs owners, 
and budget house-that-roated 
Alternative Software (which 
‘alo publishes budget Summit 
and full-price Again Again 
label. 

ll we reckon that 4.096: 
wor t have a chance against 
Code Mastery Spectrum 


Our type of The US 
Gold empire is stking back in 


f. that new address in 
— 
|. USA. @ (from UK) 010 1 401 
Scot. 
tain 
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Weird screens 


Н 95 Hi ЕН score A 
3 H í 
= ATLLLLE 
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Um, it's different: Weird Dreams is 
nightmare world of the gameplay 
The story's simple enough: in hospital, in a coma, you slip into the strange land of the subconscious. 
Struggling to get back to the ‘real’ world, you encounter everything you wished you'd never thought of. 
It's a puzzle-solving challenge, with a setting which makes Alice In Wonderland seem realistic. (ST 
screens; also available on Amiga, PC and C64.) 














me made for screenshots – vivid, warped landscapes depicting the 





FRANK BRUNO'S 
BOXING 


BATTY 
COMMANDO 
BOMBJACK 
SCOOBY DOO 
BATTLESHIPS 
SABOTEUR 
1942 


GHOSTS ‘N’ 
GOBLINS 
AIRWOLF 


System & Format 


Spectrum Cass« 
Spectrum Disc 
Commodore Cassi 
Commodore Di: 


System & Format 


Amstrad CPC Cassette 


Amstrad CPC Disc 


Commodore Cassette 


Commodore Di: 
Spectrum Cassette 
Spectrum Disc 


RRP (£ UK) 
12.99 
17.99 
12.99 
14.99 


12.99 Elite Systems Limited. 

17.99 Eastern Avenue, Lichfield WS13 6RX. 
2 England, Telex: 336130 ELITE С. 

Consumer Hot Line: (0543) 414885 


BUGGY BOY. 
DRAGONS LAIR 
THUNDERCATS 
IKARI WARRIORS 
ENDURO RACER 


RRP (£ UK) 
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MARBLE MADNESS, (2495 
Electroni Arts 


TEST ORIVE. £24.95 
Blectronic Arts 


=” шыт Жыш = == 
Неге it is! The new Super Pack from Atari. There's no catch. You really do get the Tp 
You dort just get the brilliant 520STFM. 520STFM and £450 worth of great software N 

We're giving you twenty-two great software titles for just £399.99. 

titles that most people would gladly sell their So make sure you indude yourself in this x 

grannies for. great offer* ҒА 

"Available from most Atari dealers. Offer ends March 1st 1989 


И £399.99 inclusive. 









ARI нараз RANARAMA. £13.95 THUNDERCATS. £19.95 QUADRALIEN. £19.95 
tite. Logotron 


STARQUAKE. (1995 
Mandarin 





GENESIS. £19.95 SECONDS OUT £19.95 SUMMER OLYMPIAD 88. £19.95 ORGANISER BUSINESS 
Firebird. Firebird Tynesott Tynesott. SOFTWARE. £49.95, 
Tangle Publishing, 


Please send me details of this and other Atari Products Giz | 
Мате Address | 
Postcode | 


Atari Corp (UK) Ltd., Atari House, Railway Terrace, Slough, Berkshire 512 582 | 6 U Р Е В РАС K 

















COMMODORE 
WONDERLAND 


| For Commodore owners, now is the winter of our disk con- 
| tent, Elsewhere іп ТОМ you'll read about the goodies 
| unveiled at London's Commodore Show — meanwhile, іп 
| the USA, dozens of software and hardware packages are 
appearing. And many of them are aimed at Amiga artists. 











ТСМ Marshal M Rosenthal, the Lewis Carroll of micro: 
computing, reports from Philadelphia 






























qe ho time: now. The place nds, just 
kitchen table. I'm Я colours 
as them gettects, and 

| n. Without warn Tus 
arge white CPU chip goe өз MovieSet 
тады), bronnq Туз. late. Fm —— thet you cen Fen 
7 "megahertz late. Dropping the up to two minutes of animation with 

spoon, | give cha: just TMb RAM, 

пе chip dashes out into the street The software house also has 
and disappears down an open man- another high-end tool: Professional 
hole. lave afterit—only to find myselt Draw. the Amiga's frst structured 








falling down a dark tunnel. А glimpse graphics program. High-quality 
©! light begins to shine as my speed сап now be created without the "ja 
decreases. | bump bottom to find gies’ and other problems associate 














myself in а whole new world — the with ordinary bitmapped graphics. 
world of Commodi And there wa ve news for 
Belore me stretches the mystical Amiga artists Phitadelph 
land о! Philadelphia, Pennsylvania w s' Photon Vide 
Ahead is a vast space crammed with Cell А nly lets you de 
xoths, ай touting new and exciting реп synchronises 
products for the C84 and Amiga Sound with the animations you 
reate,and works in all 40 graphics 
Seriously, now mode 
ComicSetter, om Canadian software ` Electronic Arts's Deluxe Photolab 






house Gold Disk, has attracted 
st attention. The program is a rı 





өлу combines three programs on one 


al hoot disk: а HAM painting program (you 


















you can quickly create comic-book сап even have screens of differ 

panels, троп ап and text, even make resolutions overlapping each other!) 
your own word balloons. a colour and graphic mode enhance- 
But you're no good at drawing? Мо телі processor, and a poster-printing 

problem, it comes with plenty of program that lets you go from 3m? to 

ready-to-go art. Additional packages postage 

Figures, Science Fiction and Super 3-D vision 

Heroes Haitex seem to be displaying blurred 





Gold Disk were also showing the 
nearly finished version of MovieSer- 





you notice that 





stereo images. 


For those special effects: A-Squared's Amiga LIVE system digitises video images and 
allows you to manipulate them in real time. 











High-quality art 
can be created 
without the 
problems of 
bitmapped 
graphics 





AREAL СЕМ Ш 
FOR THE C64 


Most C64 users would give anything to 
make their computer as easy to use ay an 
Amiga, which is why Berkeley Softworks 
developed GEOS version 2.0 - what It 
‘does is make the O64 a visual treat 
Boot up to display We GENK 
desktop environment, with its easy-to- 
use icons, pulldown menus and win- 
dows. Desk accessories give you access. 
to handy ийбей trom within any applica. 
tion (my favounte is the alarm clock) 
And а lot comes with the package, 
including geoWnte version 2.1, which 
mixes graphics and tat on the tame 
screen and has a тай-теге feature. 
Then there's geoSpel (a document spel 
checker: geoftint (16 colours in high- 
es with many tools; disk Turbo (о speed. 
up GEOS functions), and Text Grabber 
{takes data from any Commodore word 


processor) 
Of course, GEOS supports a variety of 
printers, disk drives and extra memory 
boards. It can't display other programs, 
but there's а now set of modules just 
released which includes Ning systems, 
desktop publishing, chart-making, and | | 

‘spreadsheets 

The X-Specs 3D visor connects toa 
small interface box, which plugs into 
the Amiga's joystick port. High-speed 
liquid crystal shutters turn the sight of 
each eye “оп and off’ 30 times every 

cond; special software then 
appears in 3-D colour. 

The disadvantage is a slight flicker 
ough fiddling with the monit 
brightness and contrast controls can 
help. Also included is a slide-show 
program, a 3-D conversion routine, 
and the exciting game Space Spuds. 

In the future, software by other 
companies will be taking advantage 
of X-Specs's 3-D capabilities. And a 
C64 version (same hardware/different 
software) is coming. 


Digitised video 
1 see splashes of colour, swirls of ight 
washing over a screen in another 
comer. as a face transforms crazily 
like Dr Who giving up a Ме. And а 
mouse is rolling furiously back and 
forth, as A-Squared run their Amiga 
UVE hardware system 

LIVE digitises from a video camera 
with moving images received in lack 
and-white or colour (including te 
4,096-colour HAM mode). Images can 
be altered, colours changed, mosaics 
created — ай in real time. 

There are different versions of LIVE 
for each Amiga model, and they do 
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st the same thing, but the LIVE 

00 card also offers mirror effects, 

19, and multiple imaging on screen 
ides having two video-in jacks). 

an be processed, saved as 
ortumedinto animation files. 

A new software add-on is Invision 

Elan Design). This video-effects 


package gives you more power over 
whatever you're digitising, as each 
keystroke activates a different effect 

from strobe to posterisation. This 


voks real neat when used in conjunc: 
enlock (a device that 

'ges live video on the screen with 
graphics), and taped out tc 


Yel despite ай these exciting 
graphics there are stil the same hc 

Rum monitors to display them on. But 

wel. Каа oid, ea plane, Къ the 

Viking 1 

(p. the Viking 1 is the Superman 

of monitors. Check out these specs 

| {008x800 pixels x 2 bits (rey scale 
| No interlacing flicker. A pure paper 
White phosphor screen 5бот diagon: 






wil look ike rotated, or shrunk. 


ally across. You can display two full 
pages of text and graphics on this 
baby, and there's no smearing or 
edge distortion of the image (it's run. 

the pixel frequency at 72MHz. 
al) 


DeluxeHelp 
Stil, ай the hardware in the world can't 
f the user's having trouble with 
the software. So that’s where RGB's 
DeluxeHelp comes in. 
| _ Need help using Electronic Arts's 
DeluxePaint ІП The module will take. 
over the program and show you how 
ise the various painting functions 
Interactive tutorials guide you through 
every aspect: colour cycling, рег 
pective, brush — manipulations. 
There's even the Mouse Talker (f 
u've enough memory), which com. 
ents on which buttons are needed 
for each func 
RGB also produce help programs 
kages including Digipaint 
е Calligrapher (Interac 









































in the looking glass: TGM's American correspondent 





AMIGA ЕЮ 
MASS Ш 
STORAGE 


ReadySofr' Flashback backup. 
system is pretty піћу. A box. 
attaches tothe composite. 
video ang serial ports, and. 
records up to ТОМЬ of intor. 
‘mation on an ordinary video. 
cassette (VMS or Betamax for. 
mat. 

When you need to recover 
те data, just run the software 
and reverse the operation. 

‘But keep іп mind that while 
the Amiga A1000 has a video- 
ол port as standard. ASOO/ 
А2000 users will need а com- 
posite-video peripheral 





tive), Phot 
merly Ac 





т Paint (Mediage 
on) and Радеѕенег 





And so to 8-bits | 
Peripherals for the Amiga abound, but 
you'd lose the bet if you thought that 

е C64 never gets any new hardware 











4 is an enhanced 


stem that really 


Their Jiffy DO 
disk operating 








harges the old giri up. It's a five. 
minute operation to pop one chip into | 
the motherboard of the C64, wh 


another replaces the DOS ROM 
compatible disk drive (1541, 
































Programs now load 15 times faster 
and they save four times faster. N. 
cables or cartridges means no mem. 
y loss, and Creative Micro Desigr 
guarantee 95% compatibility with all 
programs, including th: y-prc 
tected, 

The only thing you lose is cassette 
apability. But you get high speed and | 
a set of powerful new DOS c 

ands; C128 owners will be happ 
know that a chipset is also available 





е and return h 











grab one of the chips from the tab 
lick my heels three times, and say 
There's no computers but Commo- | 
dores, there's no computers but 
Comm there's no computer 
but Commodores, there's no com: 


puters but Comm 
More for the Commodore: Back Byte: 

















Moving pictures: get greater graphics contro! with Mindware's PAGErender 30. Fea: 
tures include a wireframe preview of every effect, to get an idea of what that object 


And besides such niceties as ray-tracing, adjustable dithering and light intensity 
the program creates its own animation scripts as you work! You can even tum on à 
camera and record your actions for later playback. 





Zowie! Gold Disk's ComicSetter lets you put hot air in balloons. 


ADDRESSES Ш 


Not all the Commodore products men 
tioned here are iallabe in the UK. But 
here are the addresses ot their North 
American producers, and prices con 
werte into pounds storing = bear in mind 
youl probably have to pay exta Yor post 
age and packing 

Ф Conicseter, Movieeter, Professional 
Drow ND Мини. йуп House The 
Gren, West Drayton, Mises U7 770 
(алмын row malate st (6095, te 
семи two are expect м New tar prc 
nol tuac 


Ф X-8pecs 30 Hates source, 208 Cur 
uon Pa, Sulle 1207, Ситии, Veras 
78006, USA lea varon £74. 





Ф UVEA боши Орля, 6114 La Sale 
Avenue. Sute 328, Dahiana, (айта 94611, 
USA A500 version £232. A1000 version £174 
A2000 verson £20 


Ф Invision Dun Design, PO Bor 31725 San 
Francisca, Carr 94131, USA £76. 


© Viking 1 monitor Mover, 5740 Green 
Сизе Drive. Minnetonka, Minnesola 55343, 
USA price ти available 


© Deturehetp AGB Computer & Video Cin 
Dons, 3844 Frida Biva, Sue 102, Paim Rich 
Gardens. Florida 33410, USA T35 


Ф эту 005 Create Micro Designs, PO Bor 
783, Wiraham, Massachusens 01095, USA 
O4 version £29, C128 version (35. | 


6 GEOS Berkeley Softworks, 2150 Shattuck 
‘Avenue, Berkeley, Calomnia 84704, USA £35 


(© PAGErender 30 мды таво | 
110 Dunlop Steet West, Box 22158, Bar. 
Ontario, CANADA LAM ЗАЗА. | 


Ф Flashback ReadySont РО Bor 1222 Low: 








don, Mew York 14092, USA SB. 
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@ptain, blood!’ said the raw recruit. "Wassamatter. 
‘snarled the gnarled (well, it rhymes) veteran, "thisis an 
jaction service.’ Just then the trusty old Seats Sergeant 
Piped up in his inimitable lit, pointing Inte the murky 

distance: "Hostages! Іп fog 

"Ват, sighed the captain. 'Can't you recognise іп fog rams 
when you see them? 

‘Okay, you've probably got the message Әу now that this comp 
is from Infogrames (in-fog-rams, get it?), the French software 
people who brought you Captain Blood, Aation Serviceamd Hos- 
tages, Which received a high-rating 77% lastissue. 

And as for the terrible puns, well, if you've got а better idea, 
you 'orrible little man, perhaps you'd like to lef us know while you 
Tun 40 miles in full combat gear? 

In fact, that's probably just what you'll end up doing И you win 
the prize — a place оп an all-action Who Dares Wins weekend 
Held early next year near the SAS base in Herefordshire, the 
weekend features a fighting day out, two night&ina luxury hotel 
and two slap-up banquets. 

After expert briefing from an ex-SAS man, yYoullibe airlifted to 
the battlefield by helicopter, together with gnother TGM 
prizewinner and one of our more bloodthirsty writers. Camoufi- 
aged, and issued with goggles and paint gun, you'll join a small 
team, receive final orders . . . and then you're ОП your own. 





How to enlist 

At the end of the Infogrames, aflon day, you'll also receive a 
signed сору of The SAS Survival Handbook. But just to test your 
SAS skills beforehand, we've put together afew questions about 
Britain's toughest regiment (motto: Who Dares Wins) = and 





France's softest software house. Answer them all correctly, and 
you could be dating and winning. 

Send your answers оп а postcard or the back of a sealed 
envelope.to"WHO DARES WINS COMP, TGM, РО Box 10, 
Ludlow, Shropshire 5Ү ТОВ. to arrive by January 15 1989 

The first two correct entries drawn out of the rocket-launcher 
win a place on the Who Dares Wins weekend (we'll send you full 
details). Ten runners-up receive a copy of an Infogrames game 
you can choose from Hostages or Action Service on ST, Amiga 
9 PG, or Captain Blood on the 8-bits, so let us know which you'd 
prefer). 

Usual rules as printed on the contents page apply, 


QUESTIONS 


9 1 The SAS's official head- 
quarters is in Sloane 
Square, London. But in 
which county is the SAS 
depot located? 





‘operation in the last five 
years. 


© 41s the SAS part of the 
Army, Royal Navy or Royal 
Air Force? 


© 2 What do the initials SAS 
stand for? 


© 5Name опе Infogrames 
game other than Action 
Service, Hostages and 
© 3Name one known SAS Captain Blood. 
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___ Ocean Software Limited - 6 Central Street - Manchester - М2 SNS -01 
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GUPPIE 


You've met them — people who pay three quid for a can of 
genuine London fog. People who fling Shake’ n’ Vac all over 
the floor just so they can hoover it up again. People who buy 


THE GIFT E 
BOFBTHE 


telephones. 


survey of useless electronic garbage. 


@ Radicam R-900 Wave Hunter е £65 
| The Sharper image 
Calling ali perverts. Here's a neat itio 
one-kilogram ^ computer-controlled 
cross between a camera and a Dalek, 
which you can radio-control from up 
to 100 metres. 
It crawls round the floor at parties, 
looking up skirts and photographing 
groins through an adjustable camera 


across the room (using your stiletto- 
shoe telephone, of course). 





The Great Space Race. And people who order it оп tacky 


These are the Gullible Prats Piddling Income on Electronics 
- guppies. And if you know any, you need Mel Croucher's 


turret. Field tests confirm that it has 
been specially designec to kick 






















The Sharper image is a San 
Francisco-based emporium, 
‘publishing a monthly catalogue 
which claims over 20 milion 
gupie readers. Each issue 
features а cheery welcome to 
‘shoppers from the firm's Pres- 
ident, Richard Thaiheimer, 
who wears awful jerseys 

Prices given for The Sharper 
image's goods are approx- 
mate only - translations of the 
US costs. 

Ifyou realy must have a fog- 
tree bathroom mirror (£23), a 
sonic massager (£941. ог 
Sound Soother 2 (E58) which 
"produces nature s most 









to those pesky clocks. ring 
(тот the UK) 010 1 415 344- 
4444 





© Blabbermouth Talking Radio % £23 
Discoveries 

Lip-synchs are in this year, and this 
little АМ/ҒМ radio has a bright red 
‘mouth that moves in time to the banal 
words and horrible music of the gup- 
pies’ favourite audio рар. 

It comes complete with a belt clip, 
so that extremely rude people can 
perform unnatural acts while jogging 
to The Jimmy Young Show. 


© Maruzen Cordless Electric Stapler 
£39 The Sharper Image 

This chunky wonder does everything 
а traditional hand-operated stapler 
сап do, for only 20 times the price 
(plus batteries). 

А must for all you guppies who've 
had your hands cut off for shoplifting 
and are fed up bruising your forehead 
when you try to head-butt the stapler 
for those important document pres- 
entations. 





© Braun Voice Control Clock е £25 The 
Sharper Image. 

Looks like an ordinary alarm clock 
feels like an ordinary alarm clock, but 
the only way to shut it up is to yell 
av" off" atit. 

‘And then guess what? It goes off. 
four minutes later, until you shout at it 
опе more time. 

This happens a further nine ear 
splitting times, with the alarm growing 
progressively louder. Orders are 
believed to be flocking in from mem. 
bers of the deceased fraternity wish 
ing to be woken. 


9 Microtech-2 Plus Electronic Flea Col- 
lare £25 The Sharper Image. 
Is your тооду crawling with blood: 
sucking vampire parasites? Is Rover 
thick with ticks, lice and leaping bugs? 
Then torture your pet to oblivion by 
strapping a high-frequency electronic 
scream to its suffering neck 

Does it drive fleas away? Well, even 
the manufacturers admit that it takes 
them two to three weeks to hop it. And 
then some of the little devils won't quit 
because they're deaf. 








24/148TGM TX 014:1-89 





GADGETS 











0 Life Fitness Liferower Trainer е £1,600 
The Sharper image 

After exhaustive research, TGM's 
1988 Guppie Gift Award goes to this 
wonderful heap of computerised junk 
from the USA. It consists of the sort of 
rowing machine you can pick up for 
50 quid, glued to а games console 
Tunning a lump of software that would 
be overpriced at £1.99. 

A voice chip barks erotic orders 
such as ‘use your legs’, and a pathetic 
canoe simulation fickers across the 
Screen аз you row your buttocks off, 
simultaneously improving your mus- 
ез and crucifying your eyes. 

There are amusing possibilities of 
electrocution should the guppie lose 
control and vault headfirst through the 
monitor, and the video display is sim- 
plyfarcical- instead ofa head-up race 
display, £1,600 buys you the sort of 
static horizontal view that went out 
with Duck Shoot. 

Speaking of which, I've ust thought 
of а use for the Quacky-IV Duck ШШ 
Phone, Pass the Kalishnikov, Olga. 











Ф Sony Underwater Sports Phones £135 The Sharper image 


Yes folks, the one we've ай been waiting for, the world's first urethane elastomer 


cordless phone. 


Just pop into the Jacuzzi, lie back in the bath, dive to the ocean bed or best 
fall go jump in the lake, dial up your chums on the Sony Sports Phone and wish 


them all a ‘folubblebobble blibble blub 


@ High-Heeled Fashion Phones £22 The 
Sharper mage 

Calling all foot fetishists . . . this scar- 
let tem of female footwear with a four- 
inch stiletto heel contains a push-but- 
ton phone, with the mouthpiece con- 
veniently located in the toe to provide 
the best smell. 

For putting a sock in those ticklish 
situations, making sole-searching 
Conversations and a host of other 
pongy puns, this product is appalling 
Inits splendour 




















мота SO ш 


House, Canning 
pool X. L70 1AX (051) 708- 
8883. 





© Plantronics Liteset Cordiesse £135 
The Sharper Image 
Hey guppies, rush out and buy this 
one-ounce personal cordless phone, 
with a 300-metre range and a choice 
of six interchangeable earpads to ‘as. 
sure a perfect fit 

Earpad models include the Mouse 
Rectum, the Leprechaun, the 
Cauliflower and the Call The Doctor 
It's Disappeared Through The Wax 
Again. 


© Quacky-N Duck Phones £55 The 
Sharper Image 

Come on, admit it, you've always 
wanted to talk through а duck's arse, 
haven't you? This electronic marvel 
looks exactly like an Oregon mallard, 
except for the cable instead of a tail, 
the rubber pads instead of feet and 
the fact that its eyes light ир. 

Аз any genuine guppie would insist, 
it quacks and moves its beak instead 
of making a silly old-fashioned ringing 
noise, 


© Rainbow Trout Telephones £43 The 
Sharper Image. 

As the footballers say - ‘Real Madrid 
~3. Surreal Madrid - fish." 

This phone is а must for surrealists, 
and comes complete with its very own 
cherrywood platter, It is impossible to 
parody the advertising for the Rain: 
bow Trout Phone, so here's the blurb: 
Fishing is the most popular outdoor 
sport, talking on the telephone may 
be the most popular indoor activity, 
Now you can combine both gre 
times.” 











© Mickey Mouse Telephones £50 Di. 
Coveries 

The very latest British Telecom 

approved Mickeyphone features a 
communicator cunningly disguised as 
а blue plastic backpack. The unit is 
made from sturdy washable plastic 

зо it can be easily wiped down when 
the sight of it makes you vomit 


© Mitsubishi Visitele £249 The Sharper 
Image 

Okay, ! admit it, I'd love one of these 
and hereby predict that video phones 
are going to be the guppies” next big 
thing! The damn machine actually 
works, sending still snapshots from 
caller to receiver in black and white, 
once every six seconds. 

Digitised images are converted into 
sound pulses and squirted down the 
line (on the same principle as a fax 
machine), and the Visite is compatible 
with all modular wall-jack systems. 

Resolution is 96x96 pixels; the pic- 
tures are digitised into 32 shades of 
grey and displayed on a 4.5-іпсһ 
monitor. 

А 16mm lens is built into the unit, 
but a kit for wide-angle and close 
magnification can be added for about 
£20. 

The only trouble with this little won- 
der is that I'd be talking to myself, ‘cos 
nobody else | know has got опе. So 
what's new? 
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SEGA AFTERBURNER - ‘THE ARCADI 





ACTIVISION 


zenn R 
Reading, Ber Available on C64 cassette (£9.99) and disk (£14.99), Spectrum (£12.99 / 
Amiga (£24.99 а 





ATTLE. ROLL IT.. 





You've played the arcade now the 


CADSENSATION OF THE YEAR’ wite xnuckied realism ola supersoni dogfight at home! Using үші hat ndn 


and laser anti-aircraft fire, can you be against a seething supersonic 


brain-numbing bones with the body-jarring 


and yaw... scan with your your target and 
(412.99) Amstrad cassette (£9.99) and disk (£14.99), Atari ST (£24.99), 


(£24.99) and MSX (£9.89). 





























gives уои 
the Future on 
the telephone 





he Games Machine, the magazine pioneering new 
entertainment technology, has brought you a host of 
exciting features over the past year. We were first with 
the full PC Engine story, the Sinclair PC 200, the Konix 
console and endless exclusives on the top games. 

And we're going one step further — now we'll be bringing 
tact-filled information not only in the magazine but over the 
telephone too! As soon as you have read this you'll be able to 
pick up the phone and dial the special TGM Hotline number 
and get up-to-the-minute information and the chance to win a 
fabulous Sega Master System Plus! 

Every month we'll be adding more and more to this unique 
service, but to kick-off we're providing you with the most 
relevant information for the Christmas/New Year buying 
season — оп sale dates. We'll be listing when the top games 
are actually released, so no longer will you have to wait іп 
anticipation — just pick up the phone, dial the Hotline number 
and we'll tell you what's coming out and when. 


The System that keeps you informed 


Printed below is the number for the first TGM 
Hotline message — and don't worry about the 
line being engaged as we have a 160 lines for 
incoming calls — and they are open 24-hours a 
day! 


Ring this number now and listen for two 
minutes while TGM gives you a host of release 
dates for December and the questions for the 
very first TGM Hotline competition. 

This number gives you the information all in 


one go — information which would take ages to 
accumulate otherwise. 

Cheap at the price too! The phone call will 
only cost you 25p per minute when you call 
during off-peak time (Mon-Fri 6pm-8am, 
Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays) or 38p 
per minute during standard and peak-time 
(8am -6pm Mon-Fri). 

Don't hang about, listen to TGM, pick up your 
phone and dial this number now... 


01812181-/515151018101 





COMPETITION 


е 


























MASTER 
SYSTEM 







Sega Master System Plus & games and T-Shirts!!! 





To launch the ТОМ Hotline 
we've joined forces with 
Sega Enterprises to bring 
you the very first TGM 
Competition on the phone! 
When you dial the Hotline 
number, after the essential 
information, we'll ask you 
three questions and a tie 
breaker 

The top prize up for grabs 
is a Sega Master System 
Plus — a bumper bundle of 
Sega goodies including: the 
Sega Master System 
console, a control pad. a light phasor and two cartridge-based 
games: Hang-On and Safari Hunt. And as it is Christmas Sega 
аго additionally throwing in the latest release — Double Dragon 

the all-ime big bash-"em-up! Sega are providing ten runners-up 
with Sega T-Shirts too! 


HOW TO ENTER 























Dial the number and listen carefully to the three quos 
your answers in the boxes provided below then comploto tho tio 
breaking sentence given to you over the phone. When you have 
completed the questions, write your name and address, cut out tho 
coupon and send it to: SEGA HOTLINE COMP, TGM, PO Box 10, 
Ludlow, Shropshire 5Ү8 108. All entries must roach us by 
January 10 1989 and, as always, please follow the competition 
rules as detailed in the masthead 











— — — 






In the future the ТОМ Hotline service is bringing you 
Up-to-the-minute information telling you what is 
happening and when in the software and hardware 
world! 
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Exciting competitions giving you the chance to win a 
selection of amazing prizes 








Complete the sentence given to you over the phone in no 
And if a game misses TGM's review deadline мео Ш 19191882220 words: 
telling you exactly what we think of it on the Hotline 


— as soon as we've argued about a mark 


Similarly any information which is left out, or misses 
deadline, will be brought to you down the telephone 
line! 





Тһе ТОМ Hotline service is brought to you by ТОМ 
Magazines Ltd in conjunction with Chatterbox Ltd 
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You dont need 
a computer to 


work out how good 
these offers are. 


Sa0NYS OL 





Buy this and get a free Kixx game 


Its no secret where you'll find the 
best offers on these compilations. Because 
now Boots are giving the game away 

To get yours, all you have to do is 
send in the form when you buy either 
Megagames or Giants. 

Buy The In Crowd, on the other hand 
and you could end up in New York 

A two week trip to the Big Apple 
is the prize you stand to win if you can 
answer five questions correctly 


But whatever you do, don't play a wait 





ing game. Offers close on February 28th 


A better buy at 
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TGM AWARDS 


As announced last issue, the TGM team have constructed an award 
system for deserving games. They are designed to let you know, at 
a glance, which games to grab from the shelves first — and which 
ones should never have got there in the first place. 

And to blow your brains completely, you'll find the reviews snap- 
pler and more concise, while still the most informative around. 

As for the Awards themselves 


TGM TOP SCORE 


‘Awarded to the highest scoring game of the month. If pastissues are 
an indication, these games will be of the highest quality in all 
respects ~ playability, graphics, sound and depth. Games you've just 
got to have 








TGM STAR PLAYER 


highest scoring games, but those that the TGM te 





friends are visiting. 





LAST NINJA 2 


Privileged winner of our first ever ТӨМ TOP SCORE, this martial arts 
spectacular follows on from the classic oriental arcade adventure, 
The Last Ninja. Taking place over six scenarios, the Ninja has been 
brought forward in time to deal with the evil Shogun — a powerful 
New York gangland leader. Mixing combat — both armed and 
unarmed - with object-based puzzles and featuring brilliant 
graphics, Last Ninja 2 is a necessary purchase. 











33 RC PRO-AM 


At last! A Nintendo game! RC Pro-Am has been programmed by 
Rare, the team who used to be associated with Ultimate (see 
ТОМ004). It involves racing remote-controlled cars around tortu- 
ously twisting tracks. Amid fierce competition, obstacles are 
avoided and objects collected to soup up your trusty vehicle in your 
battle to fill the mantelpiece. 














TGMO14's second STAR PLAYER fits in nicely with the martial arts 
cover theme. It features arcade-like sprites and takes place through 
five multi-stage missions. The hero, Joe Mushashi, moves along 
horizontally scrolling screens, killing various 
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| VERSION UPDATE 
| 
| 


Atari ST: 





19.95 


FOR his Olympic challenge, Daley 
has become big-headed and, not 
| Content with à gold medal, wants 
io break the жота decathlon 
record, To achieve tie you steer 
the ‘computerised Thompson 1o 
3000 ports atthe end of two days 
events 
The traditional ten events are 
apit Into tree types = running, 
| Бе and juvping = bui бі 
have similar contre: Joystick (or 
keys) waggledeftandrghtto gen 
erate power, fre to determine ele 
‘ation 

Predictably этш to the 
digitised Daleys and overhead 
views ofthe Amiga game, sound is 
the most obvious difference, Each 
event is loaded individually, yet 
Sampled "sonice "have been 
ignored in favour of simple effecta 
g wrating musie. 

The digitised pictures are undis 
torted (an improvement over the 
Amiga) but often Feature crude 
Checked shading. And some track 
Views use vary tiny sprites. 

The mindless wagging is sila 
chore but the compettive spit 








VERSION UPDATE 
ж 
Light 


| 
| PC: £19.95 


| SOME 200 years have passed 
се Driller, and the Kretars 
| defeat. During this time they have 
constructed Zephyr One: the most 
powerful laser weapon ever built 
Situated on the dark side of 
Evath's moon, Tricuspid, Zephyr 
One is slowing powering itself up 
from a network of Energy Collect- 
ing Devices (ECDs). When fully 
powered, it wil launch the Kretars 
final assault causing Evath's 
| destruction. 
| Хош mission is to explore the 
18 sectors of Tricuspid, destroy 
ECDs and reduce Zephyr One's 
power source. Only by destroying 
all the ECDs will Evath be saved. 
Achieving your objective is no 
easy task as there are а whole host 
of puzzles to be solved as well as 
Tricuspid’s defence system to 
contend with 
Dark Side is of the same high 
standard set by Driller. Once again 
the Freescape technique is shown 
off fully on the PC — it is much fas- 
ter than its 8-bit counter parts and 
relies heavily on arcade skills as 

















Daley Thompson's Olympic Chal- 
lenge worth a look. 


ATARI ST: OVERALL 64% 


| generated between friends makes 
| | COMMODORE 64/128: 





Daley playing in the sand to relieve the tension of competition 














well as lateral thinking abilities. 


CGA, EGA and Hercules 
graphics boards are all supported. 
As well as mouse/joystick control. 

Once a few problems have been 
solved Dark Side becomes 
increasingly difficult to put away 


An engrossing game which is a 
must for all PC owners. 


Т6М013 73% 
SPECTRUM 48/128: 
Т6М013 72% 

AMSTRAD CPC: Т6М013 
63% 

AMIGA: TGMO13 65% 





PC: OVERALL 94% 


AMSTRAD CPC: TGMO08 
93% 

SPECTRUM 48/128: 
TGMOOB 93% 
COMMODORE 64/128: 
TGMO009 90 


Said hey, babe, talk a walk on the dark side. Do, da-do, da-do, do do-do 
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over message - sufficient incentive | Scattered around each track are 
to play to we. letters that make up the word NIN. 
To help make sure it doesn't ай | TENDO. When all are collected, 
o the computer's way, your саг | you upgrade to a better car. The 
ack in issue 4, ТОМ visited Rare LTD to look at their | San be customised with super | Yuck ie e beginners car bur i | 
past, present and future. Heavily into Nintendo for | tyres. turbo power and a hot new | needs upgrading to a four-wheeler 
Boma years now, Rare haven't last any of their bril- | enge for exa tust These | and eventually an "Of rosder 
extras become necessary as track | should you wish to stay in the race 
liance or innovation. Their long-awaited (not least in | Conations worsen the further you | against increasingy last opposi 
| the ТОМ office) program, ЯС Pro-Am, at last roars on to | progress. tion, 
Nintendo's starting grid. 
Even in the word of remote-con- 
rolled car racing the stakes are 
trophies to be won 

Viewed from above, cars race 
round the mutt-drectional scrol 
fg track in a fight to the Anish, 
Anything goes in the struggle 
gansi three mean computer 

controled cars 
Each track has its own layout 
with lema to pick up and use in 








Your ffr o win. And despite the 

| seemingly passive nature of the 
ume, ins s one big push and 

| f | Shove match. Missies ore picked 

в up and Wed at cars in front of you 


bombs collected аге best 
launched at opposition as they 

ime up behind and the roll cage 
is useful for ramming fellow racers 
off the road — there's по time for 


eti 


Puddle trouble 

Ав well as other cars there are pud- 
дез, showers of rain, slippery ой 
slicks, random pop-up barriers 


and skulls to watch out for. Com- 
| ing last is greeted with the game | Playable remote control racing thrills from post-Uitimate, Rare ик 


Cartridge: £29.95 


Technically superb, AC Pro- 
Am features overwhelming 
playability. Ms excellent 
graphics, profusion of enjoy- 
able tunes and professional 
presentation even put it head 
and shoulders above other 
Nintendo games. Scrolling is 
as smooth as anything yet 
Seen on a console and the 
fun derived from racing cute 
cars is unbeatable. 


OVERALL 85% 














Pedal-to-the-Mloor (well, fire button-to-the-microswitch) racing about to commence. 
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inkles, sp 
head! Anticlockwise joystick 








CAVEMAN OLYMPICS | 


Electronic Arts/Dynamix 















(TGM012) are continued here in Dynamix's unusual | the air. 








prehistoric interpretation of simulated sports. It fol een is | formed by rubbing two stick 
lows the standard theme of ambitious athletes com: чола con- | together, When sparks tall о 
peting in a prestigious sporting event. The difference is inum К — 












that the competitors are cavemen and the six events fea: progr 
ture primitive pursuits. — 1 э 
The animated title sequence has a 

ahar | of-place 




























around the screen to ti 
now deliberately strange and oft 
key music, finally a nearby volcano 
erup th 








playing animated faces 
/ six cavemen - allowing up to six 
to take part. A club is used 

desired character over 





and a profile given 








rudia, Glunk, Thag and 
| Ugha are ай particularly proficient 

vent: уток is good 
| at everything — youthful Vincent 





't particularly good at anything. 
Each caveman character is di 
habie by the well-defined, 
ously-animated selecti 
and the profile gives а 




















‘Someone's going to have an awfully bad headache in the morning ... just like modem day clubbing 














ense ‘of identity to them. The 
haracter’s sponsor — your name ıt of world records), рға he us use of a ciut 
‘entered before the gam reselect characte by | The ubiquitous blunt instrument 





The options screen allows yo first event (which disappointi 





lubbin 





Phew! Made It! You weren't enjoying the prospect of а sabre-tooth bite on the bum 











= xr 


CRvDLR* Vs VINCENT 
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amounts of alcohol, making a pratt 
of yourself on the dancefloor and 
going for a curry). Two cavemen 
stand atop a towering platform 
and attempt to either beat the 
energy out of their opponent or 
force them over the edge. 

Inthe Saber Race, two caveman 
run and jump along a course while 
being pursued by a feline cami- 
vore — displayed in the lower sec- 
tion of a horizontally-split screen. 
Atree marks the end of the course 
апа safety from the hungry tiger. 

The relatively safe height-bar of 
the pole vault is exchanged for the 
mouth of а hungry beast in the 
Dino Vault. First, the dinosaur's 
песік length is adjusted with the 
help of a burly trainer, then the 
‘caveman runs toward the launch 
point. brandishing a bamboo pole. 
i timed correctly, the pole will fing 
him over the dinosaurs head. if 
not, he will at best lose his loin 
cloth and take an early bath. At 
worst 

The bloodthirsty and violent 
sequences of the events are por- 
Wayed in an imaginative, comic 
style. They add smiles to the 
friendly’ competition, and improve 
events which already use more 


varied control systems than most 
sport simulators. 

Caveman Ugh-lympics' only 
problem is its lack of events; if 
Dynamix had included more, an 
excellent product would be on 
offer. 





A club on the worried Crudia's head is about to select your character 


VERSION UPDATE 


Spectrum 48/128: Cassette £9.95, Diskette: £14.95 
PC: £24.95 


MEMBER of the Denton Design 
team, John Gibson, and program- 
mer of classic Imagine games 
such as Zzoom and Stonkers, 
returns to the fray with the Spec- 
trum conversion of Airbome 
Ranger. 

The ranger is a member of an 
eite American unt who is 
parachuted into enemy territory on 
элу of 12 dangerous missions. Тһе 
objectives of which lie to the north 
of the drop-point, several vertical- 
scrolling screens away. 

Using trenches and terrain for 
cover, the ranger crawls, walks 
and runs through the enemy base. 
10 reach his target. LAW rockets, 
grenades, a rifle and a knife are to 
hand for dealing with enemy sol- 
diers, machine gun nests and 
minefields. 

Once at the objective, perform 


destruction of a strategic enemy 
target) and get out via an Osprey 
aircraft pick-up. 

Each mission has its own 
requirements for completion and 
a time limit, so keep moving! 

The Spectrum Airborne Ranger 
gets off to a poor start with each 
mission requiring a seperate load 
and featuring a narrow action- 
Screen squashed between two 
status panels. Thankfully the 
scrolling is smooth and nearly 
everything found in the C64 origi- 
nal is present. 

For the PC game, Microprose 
haven't neglected the potential of 
EGA. With 16 colours used in a 
military vein Airborne looks good. 
The heart of the game is in arcade- 
action with elements of strategy 
sprinkled on top. The extra screen 
where your backpack of weapons 








the relevant task (mainly involving | сал be modified adds a little more 








“The bloodthirsty and violent sequences of 
the events are portrayed in an imaginative, 
comic style.” 








strategic thought to the proceed 
ings. But other than this itis essen- 
tially the C64 game in playability 
and presentation. 

Airborne is a move away trom 
the simulation side of MicroProse 
releases but is still a step above 
the normal Rambo/Commando 
style of shoot-'em-up. An effective 
combination which should attract 


those looking for a thought-pro- 
voking action game. 


SPECTRUM 48/128: 
OVERALL 73% 
PC: OVERALL 78% 


COMMODORE 64/128: 
TGM003 82% 


artnet 
кызу: 
ROCKET 


CRREINE: 











| Choosing your descent with а plan view of enemy country - Spectrum. 





—— 
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E oe са 
іп a Pac’d program = 








ATARI ST: OVERALL 89% | 
COMMODORE 64/128: 
OVERALL 87% 

SPECTRUM 48/128: 
OVERALL 86% 









Commodore 64/128: Cassette £9.95, Diskette: £14.95 
Spectrum 48/128: Cassette £9.95, Diskette £14.95 
Atari ST: £19.95 


THE RETURN of the у 
munching beach ball was greeted 
warmly by ТОМ when the Amiga 


AMIGA: ТСМ013 92% 





Man, now in 3-0, 
our worlds which diffe 
as well as in la 


ion. A litte 
width is used for the play 
a, the remainder for a stat 
panel spread with colourful ghost 
stills. In-game g 
colours by comparisic or the 
maze and 5 for cha s, but all 
nicely detailed 
The Spectrum's play area (мо 
thirds of the screen width) is 
monochromatic, other than Рас | 
himself, and scrolls smoothly but 
f tally than vertically 
tating and takes | А оіп-ор conversion worthy of anyone's ST, truly amazing 











VERSION UPDATE 
ARTURA 


Gremlin 


Commodore 64/128: Cassette £9.99, Diskette £14.99 
Amstrad CPC: Cassette £9.99, Diskette £14.99 


GAD. Artura's tas nd treas- | axes. Runes 
vide magick for 









| A nice big rod 'R' subtly denotes a rune in the C64 Artura. 
| 





strad and inappropriate tone 


adventu 
this un 





COMMODORE 64/128: | 
m to | OVERALL 39% 

he sledge- | AMSTRAD CPC: OVERALL 
42% 


ATARI ST: Т6М013 48% 
SPECTRUM 48/128: 
TGMO13 42% 




















| MENACE 
This is a pure arcade game — a fast action packed 
Ar tt roves ara us re Buon 
fast reflexes and furious fire button 

‘action ave your only hope of survival. 
Your mismon orders are simple, you must destroy. 
the planet Draconis. in theory possible, in 
practice. 
The planet Draconia, an unnatural planet. has 
een formed over many centuries by six of the 
ost feored rulers that have ever existed These 
тиит, exiled from their home galaxy, have 
ravaged and plundered space, using the worlds. 
They Nave destroyed and the life forms they have 
rented to build this planet of fear and death. 
Now an end must be put to their reign of terror. A 
large scala attack will prove too costly to о, 
speca өөп. Draconia has many orbiting detence 
systems. the sacrifice may be in thousands of 
lives. A single fighter craft, approaching 
‘undetected, may have а chance to avenge those 
who have perished, by destroying Draconia. You 
have that chance. 

Screen Shots are from the Amiga version. 
AVAILABLE NOW ON THE PSYCLAPSE LABEL 


CHRONO-QUEST 

This isthe first of a new generation of adventure. 
games from Psygnosis. An adventure game inthe 
ага sense 

Your quest begins in your fathers chateau circa 
1920, there you find (or should find) your fathers. 
atest invention. a fantastic time machine. Your 
father is dead, murdered, you are the prime 
suspect. letter left by your lather leads you lo 
think the real culprit was Richard, his not «о: 
{aithful servant. But he has escaped to the future. 
Using the time machine who will believe your 
fantastic story . . . do you believe it? 

You will be presented with many objectives; 
ultimately you will Nave to travel through time 10 
Collect the fragments of magnetic card to drive 
the Time Machine into the future. There you will 
have to 

10 find the time machine 


time machine in i. But its dark... Very sorry, an 
‘even more immediate objective is to be able to 
3 hours and 250 
even more immediate objectives. 

standing in the hallway thinking 


Screen Shots from the Atari ST version 
AVAILABLE NOW ON THE PSYGNOSIS LABEL 





PSYGNOSIS 
FREEPOST 
LIVERPOOL L3 3AB 
UNITED KINGDOM 


Tel: 051-207 0825 


MENACE 
Amiga/Atari ST 
C64/C128 Disk 
C64/C128 Cassette 


CHRONO-QUEST 
Amiga/Atari ST 


BAAL 
Amiga/Atari ST 


BAAL 
ж Ал addicive mixture of strategy and arcade 
‘action featuring. 
8 way ultra-smooth scrolling through 3 
distinctive domains containing muliple 
devel 
Over 250 highly detailed screens, superb 
graphics and sound effects. 
More than 100 monsters and 400 ir 
The future of the world lios in the hands of an elite 
squadron of men. YOU. (өзде of the Time 
‘Warriors. Сап you save the earth from the evil 
BAAL? 
my of undead have stolen an awesome 
weapon of destruction, a War Machine. 
As leader of the Ultimate banie fighters, your 
‘quest is to invade BAAL's domain. fighting off his 
monstrous demonic beasts to retrieve the War 
Machine, but... you must kill BAAL in the 
process. 
Can you succeed? There is no option... the 
ternative is erally "Heil on Earth 
Sereen Shots from the Atari ST version 
AVAILABLE NOW ON THE PSYCLAPSE LABEL 











YOU'LL BE GRIPPING THE EDGE 
OF YOUR COMPUTER.. ASYOU 
ATTEMPT FO CONQUER 
EPYXS..FINAL ASSAULT ~ 


Take the challenge to conquer the perils of nature's unknown...you're at 

the foot of one of the world’s highest mountains. Snow covered slopes, 

dangerous crevasses, sheer glaciers and a jagged rockface await you as 

you attempt one of the most gruelling sports ever created. 

Pack your rucksack with climbing gear and food supplies, practise on 
the training slopes and then. 

decide which of the six treach- 

erous trails to tackle. You'll 

be tested to the limit by 


































weather and your ‘health’ 
Take note of the advice of 
your safety guide and 
never underestimate 

the challenge that lies 
ahead of you as you 
could fall thousands 

of feet or freeze 

to death in 

the sub zero 
temperatures. 


IPC. + competibies 
48/128K 


‘SCREENS FROM ATARI ST VERSION 


US GOLD LTD., Units 2/3, Holford Way, ^ ё 
Holford, Birmingham В6 ТАХ. 4 Fo 
, X А. 
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їп crack shot you have опе and a 
half minutes to shoot as many 
targets as possible. The shooting 
gallery is set in a back-street alley 
populated by cats. Targets appear 
from behind fences or windows 
and move across the screen. 
points are awarded for each suc 

cessful hit. But don't get trigg 

happy, shooting cats deducts 
points from your score and your 
gun needs reloading after every 

shot. 

Daredevil diving involves hurling 
yourself off breath-taking heights 
Performing mid-air acrobatics and 
landing ina bow! of water. The faint 
hearted dive from a measly 40ft 
while the more fearless jump from 
anything up to 4008. The higher 
you are the windier it gets — skill is 
needed to remain on course. Mid- 
air moves are performed using a 
combination of fire and direction. 
Should you be blown off course, 
direction alone corrects your dive. 

The third event, slate sm 
takes only a minute to complete. 
During this time you smash as 
many plates as possible by any 
means available. They appear 
either side of you and are broken 
using à combination of kicks and 
punches. This is an easy event to 
play but it takes practise to 
accumulate a high score. 


Bernie, the bolt 


jssbow Is the toughest event, 








SPORT FOR ALL 





ith the Olympics now well and truly over, Gremlin 
provide an alternative to sprinting, jumping and 
throwing, in Supersports. The game consists of five 
events: crack shot, daredevil dive, slate smash, 
crossbow and an underwater assault course. 


Shoot the Conservative debate show host in the Crack Shot range = Spectrum screen 


Before firing at one of three availa- 
ble distances, the string tension is 
t. This is done in the time-hon- 
oured tradition of waggling the 
joystick frantically left and right. 
The faster you waggle, the higher 
the tension and the more powerful 
the shot. When tension is set, you 
aim, taking into account gravity 
and wind direction. There is no 
lime to rest between shots 
because the seconds tick away 
'e more shots you fire in the allot 


ted time the greater your score 
The final event takes place in a 
water channel polluted wit 
and underwater obstacles. 
Swim through the channel in as 
short a time as possible. Bumping 
into obstacles renders you heip- 
ss for a few seconds and loses 
ju points. You can only hold your 
breathe for so long and have to 
periodically surface for air. 


Ali through the game your zany 
host, Gilbert acts as score and 
time-keeper, as well as commen 
ing on your performance. Should 
these comments be detrimental 
yOU can practise an individual 
event before taking part in the 
game proper. 

Multi-sport games h 
covered for a long now 
Gremlin have tried to add new life 
to a well-worn theme by introduc 
ing new events. Unfortunately, 
while they are enjoyable at first 
there is litte long term appeal 





difference in difficulty between 


‘Once again Multi-load is used — though it is hard to see why. This. 
is the better of the two games, but only because of its aesthetic 


appeal. 
OVERALL 68% 





‘this and the Amstrad version. 

















A fight on the tiles whilst portly Sumos look on - Amstrad screen 
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VERSION UPDATE VERSION UPDATE 


| tunately it features the adition of 
maie becepounce and Ims 
| QUT RUN jte ceo 

US Gold و‎ 
— 
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— don Pending 
om Epp 
Foran Out plays wal on E 
EE 
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AMIGA: OVERALL 75% 


Amiga: £24.99 






















THE AMIGA conversion of the 
smash Sega coin-op has been 
almost as eagerly awaited as was 
the ST version. Disappointingly it 
16 near-identical — the only major 
hange is the inclusion of what can 
best be described as an over-the- 
top introduction. An oddly low, 
sampled voice announces the 
game, accompanied by а manic 
musical intro. 

The illusion of speed, movement 
and the overall racing effect is 
slightly slower than on the ST. For- 


Atari ST: £19.99 


1943 is one of those games about 
which it is hard to find anything 
good to write. Graphics and sound 
are simplistic and boring — on the 
C64 there are even attribute 
clashes! 

It is a simple shoot-and-collect 
game in which you control a fighter 
plane: America's last defence 
against the marauding Japs. 
Somewhere, far out at sea, is the 
Japanese battleship Yamoto. 
Destroy this and the Japanese 
threat is curbed - until next time. 

Your fighter is armed with 
machine guns which may or may 
not destroy the enemy depending 
оп how thick their armour is. Addi- 
tional weaponry is added by col 
lecing POW symbols which 
appear on-screen. 

If you manage to stay awake; 
carry on killing and collecting until 
you progress to the 16th level and 
the final showdown against the 
ultimate battleship. 


COMMODORE 64/128: 
TGM003 67% 
‘SPECTRUM 48/128: 
TGM003 61% 

SEGA: Т6М003 72% 
ATARI ST: Т6М007 79% 


GAME CONTROL 
















































[LAE 


Sauashed graphics mean you can drive Nat out 


VERSION UPDATE 


YOU are at a secret training camp, 
armed with a machine gun and 
ready to negotiate one of four pre- 
set assault courses. The walls, 
barbed wire, soldiers, and helicop- 
ter fire that you face may also be 
load of video walls If ever I saw one arranged in your own course, 














Commodore 64/128: Cassette £9.99, Diskette £14.99 


Out of the two conversions, the 
ST makes the best of a bad job. 
Although, while pitched ага harder 
level, it lacks incentive to play on. 

The C64 game is very easy to 
play; one of our team completed it 
without loss of life, in less than 
twenty minutes. 

Attack waves on both versions. 
are predictable and defeating the 
Japanese forces would be even 
‘easier if control was less sluggish 

The original coin-op was a dis- 
appointment — which makes these 
good conversions, 


COMMODORE 64/128: 
OVERALL 19% 
ATARI ST: OVERALL 38% 


SPECTRUM 48/128: 
TGMO012 47% 

AMSTRAD CPC: Т6М012 
55% 





using an editor. 

This Combat School-type scene 
simply does not have enough 
gameplay to warrant a stand. 
alone release. The courses, even 
with the construction kit, soon 
become boring, with only a limited 
number of uninspiring obstacles. 

Actions at your disposal are 
difficult enough to handle with a 
joystick, but using keyboard, con: 
trol is even more awkward, 

Though there are a number of 
graphic displays options, the 16: 
colour EGA card has been used 
tentatively, with only three colours. 
on 
sprite, and two on some back- 
ground features, 

Scrolling judders slightly as you 
battle through the stages, which 
seem longer and so more tedious 
оп the PC. Sound, although not 
terrible, is sparse, and a poor con- 
trast to the samples of the ST ver 
sion. 

‘An insipid game made even 
worse in the conversion, 


PC: OVERALL 29% 
ATARI ST: Т6М013 33% 
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US Gold 


was played on this game. 
The plot of this simple maze game 
involves Mad, the yellow, round 
Pepsiman creature under your 
control. It was his family's job to 
keep Pepsivillage free of ghosts, 
but his father was afraid of the 
apparitions, and so they were left 
to run riot. Angered, Mad decided 
to follow in the footsteps of his 
grandfather, the Mad Elder, and rid 
Pepsivilage of ghosts in the Pep- 
siman Ch 

Fifteen scrolling mazes repres- 
ent the village in which you guide 
Pepsiman. To complete a maze 
the spheres which line the cor 
Tidors are eaten. Naturally, there 
are adversaries to make this а 
problem, commonly in the form of 
generated ghosts. 

appearing are Ladybothers 

who make a nuisance of them 
selves by replacing spheres, but 
Repugnants are w they 
clamp spheres to the floor of the 
maze. The only way to free them is 
{о transform yourself into Pep 
sidigger by passing over the 
appropriate special square. 




















| Packed mazes 

Other squares turn you into Angry 
Pepsiman — he can eat enemies, 
ога Pepsipotamus who squashes 
adversaries but cannot eat 
Spheres. You transform into a 
Pepsiship by travelling on rails — 
your movement із limited to left 
andright along the rail, but you can 
shoot enemies above. The Pep. 
Sitank is used similarly, it can only 
move in one direction but fires in 
wo 

There are two special maze 
tures: auto squares - usually laid 
out in patterns — are marked with 
arrows which force you in the 
direction they point. L-shaped trap 
doors fip over as they are used. 
blocking the way back, they may 
only be entered from the correct 
direction. 

M this all seems like Pac-Man 
with additional features, that's 
because it is. Toposoft, the prog 
rammers, have only thinly dis 
Quised the original, keeping 
ghosts as the bad guys and even 
Using a round yellow hero. Addi- 
tional enemies and forms of pow. 
erec-up Pepsiman do not help the 
basically repetitive, frustrating and 
boring gameplay 

Although lacking some of the 
features, the 3-D leaps of Pac 
Mania are much more playable, 
proving that plagiarism doesn't 
| always pay. 





















Show this year, you may have seen some of The | [бу FIR aR 
National Computer Games Championship, spon- | 6% 
sored by Pepsi-Cola and organised by Newsfield. 

The final of this quest to find the champion gamesplayer | 


| fyou waded through the thronging masses at the PC 
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DON’T СЕТ MAD... 


THE PEPSI CHALLENGE - MAD MIX GAME 











ATARI ST | 4 
£1499 | 
То сай the title music 











Sticks of striped rock border the 











ment, but there 






familiar looking enemies in a 
familiar game design - C64 screen 








While in-game sound effects „л ЖШ : = 
are criminally simple for a 16- | | The Mad Mix Game - еі your laste decide - ST screen = 
bit, particularly the hiss of 

gunfire. E = ‘SPECTRUM 48/128 

зіне colourful, Cassette: £7.99 

tiny: the lumbering Pep- | | | Diskette: £11.99 


which feature some well-animated characters, particularly the 
humourous Pepsipotamus. Game speed is almost on а par with 
the C64, but black-on-white at this speed can be a strain on the 
eyes. Sound effects are just clicks and beeps of acknowledge- 

a pleasing Hooked On Classics-type medley. 


detailed monochrome maze 
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Diskette: £11.99 
Тһе Amstrad playing area is remarkably small, yet the maze 


COMMODORE 64/128 
Cassette: £7.99 

Diskette: £11.99 

The bouncing Toposott logo 


screen scrolls smoothly and 
swiftly - it's the fastest ver- 
sion - and this adds playabil- 
ity. Bas-relief background 
graphics are pleasant but 
bland, and sprites have а 
blocky, black outline. Sound | 
effects are adequate but | 
there are some rapidly- 
annoying jingles, the worstof || 
which is triggered for no app- 
arent reason. 


OVERALL 43% | 








within the rock border jerks terribly as Pepsiman crawis around 
the screen. The slow speed isn't helped by the crude percussive 
beeps which accompany the action, and although colourful, 
graphics are gaudy and ghost sprites blocky. 











OTHER FORMATS | 


MSX owners will be unex- 
cited to hear that a version 








for them (cassette £7.99) will 
OVERALL 37% bo available shorty. 
мәд really must go on a diet before he goes dotty - Amstrad screen 
— ас — 
Additional 





of powered-up Pep- 


the basically repet- 
itive, frustrating and 


enemies and forms 


siman do not help 





boring gameplay. 
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SPORTING POWER 

















[VERSION UPDATE 


Spectrum 48/128: Cassette £7.95 


GRAFTGOLD'S iate 


by the evil Коуз. 


pons and magical tablets 


VERSION UPDATE 


International 


Soccer 
 Microdeal 





Amiga: £19.95 


FOOTBALL on the computer usu- 
ally falis into one of two formats: 
management or participatio 
International Soccer is the latter - 
perhaps one day a softwarehouse 
Will come up with a game where 
| you play the supporters. 
In IS you control the member of 
your team nearest the ball — high 
row above his 
tackles, goal 














ition of the pitch 
feature is the four 
which a Micro- 
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scroll 
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SPECTRUM 48/128: 
OVERALL 69% 


COMMODORE 64/128: 
Т6М012 78% 
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Meieceden ] 


crown, but it's the 
game on the Amiga 





о date. 
AMIGA: OVERALL 80% 





ATARI ST: TEMOOS 78% 
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LASS, ARC 


JOAN ОҒ ARC 


Rainbow Arts 






years. It came to a climax in the early 1400's, when 
the British gained a firm grip on France - she was 
subsequently thrown into disarray by civil war and 
devious doings. 
Heir to the thrown, Charles (son of 
mad Charles VI) was abandoned, 
and the Engish hold grew 
. Тһе end of the French 
Kingdom was in sight. 
Said to have been addressed by 


I he Anglo-French war lasted almost one hundred 






















by their colour — blue for France. A 
pointeris used to choose pop-up. 
‘menu options and select areas. 

At the beginning of the game, 
Orleans and Reims must be con- 
Quered to give you, as Charles, 
Saint Michael, Joan of Arc was | sovereignty and abase from which 
‘ordered to save Charles by ordain- | to liberate other areas of the coun- 
ing him in Reims. After meeting in | try. 

Chinon, 1429, and discussing the | — Therearetwoformsof army bat 
troubled times, Charles appointed | tie. Whilst traveling, battles 
herasaGeneral.Givingherasmall | involve the distant control via 
amy, her first task was to free | icons of your forces: the advance 
Orleans from the British. (or retreat) of cavalry, soldiers and 

This is where the game begins. | archers, the latter's fring. plus the 
A map of France is displayed, | firing and launch angle of cannon. 
divided into various areas. The | Damage to ай involved is dis- 
‘controlling countries are indicated | played as bar graphs. 








RIDERS WITH THE 














Directing your armies warring factions in the field of battle. 


А fairy-tale beginning to open your burning ambitions in France 


Cavalier attitude 
When attempting to take over а 
town, a solitary soldier is edged 
along the drawbridge of the settle- 
ments castle. One by one, 
enemies come through the 
portcullis and engage your soldier 
in sword combat. Arrows shot 
through slits in the castle wall are 
dodged and soldiers fought until 
either the castle is entered or your 
man is killed. The inner-tower | profiles of the people you deal 
walls are then scaled, avoiding | with 
thrown rocks and poured bolling in sword-thrashing 
oi. combat to gain sectors of a map in 
The situation is reversed when a | historic times is similar to Defen- 
French-controlied town is | der Of The Crown, but Joan Of Arc 
attacked: you guide a soldier at the | is superior in playability, both in its 
top of three ladders and drop | arcade and strategy elements. 
rocks or ой on invaders" heads, | Dexterity is needed in combat and 
otherwise the town is lost - push: | brainpower required for the dip- 
ing ladders was obviously not | lomatic/strategy facets. Becom- 
invented in 1429. ing King requires much practice. 
Other combat occurs when a | and should provide many hours of 
British Cavalier challenges you to | challenging play as you attempt to 
а joust-type duel. Weapons are | free France from the clutches о! 
selected from a choice of three | those nasty British. 
and you ride your mount and wield 


your weapon unti you or your 
opponent has no energy left. 
When you've been made king, 
the English-occupied areas of 
France are regained, partly by war- 
ring but also by diplomacy and 
sneakiness. Treaties and alliances. 
are made, noblemen kidnapped 
for ransom, and various parties 
kept happy. Decisions in these 
areas are made by judging short 








ATARI ST. 

£19.99 

Visual and aural presentation let this game down, but luckily 
don't spoil gameplay. The map screen is cleanly drawn, but the 
arcade sequences have blurry monochrome castles 
overlayed with ill-fitting bright: ‘Sound is: consist- 
ing of inappropriate bleeps and some nicely OTT scream sam- 








OTHER FORMATS 

Amiga (£24.99) and PC (£19.99) are imminent. 

FEET Poet oreo — — 
“Dexterity is needed in combat and brain- 


power required for the diplomatic/strategy 
facets” 
E — — — — 
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APE A GUERILLA 











GUERILLA WAR — 
— шелі 








ruel oppressors are ten-a-penny in south American 
settings common to most militarised vertically-scrol- 
ling shoot-'em-ups. In Guerilla Warthe dictator is one 
who just won't say no to total domination. A coup 
| d'état or peaceful settlement of the situation is out of the 
question. It's time to send in two men from the toughest 
gr ighters around - the Marines! 
Folo Beach landing at the 

first level, the marines 

ир-эсгөеп, wasting 

all who dare to approach. Infantry 
and tanks pose military problems 
while barbed wire, 
ther ob: 











flame-throwers to pick up. 


Pole position 
Just for sheer sadistic pleasure 
land to make sure you don't fire 
enemy have 
tied hosta s and placed 
them in your line of fire. Freeing 
prisoners replenishes — your 
ammunition supplies - shooting 
m loses you points, so keep 
finger stil whenever 


— a || АА т СА ж | 
ы yy 549224 X /УУ INE ouer] 


if you're inside 














| placed grenades, the dictator is the threat standing | | AMSTRAD CPC 
flame-thrower rounds should van- | between you and victory. But then | | Cassette: 6996 
quish the enemy and reward you. | no-one said Ме as a Guerilla was | | Diskette: £14.95 











with the next level. On the last level | easy 
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“Well-placed gre- 
nades, bazooka or th 
flame-thrower 

u rounds should van- 
OVER quish the enemy” 





Ooh look, an armoured vehicle to steal! Tanks a bunch! - Amstrad screen 
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See the driver ste 
See the driver steer and change 
smoothly through each of the gears 
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| қ . ive down ESY fanes at mig? 
an incredible 3D view of the raug 
1 $ 
қ = 
| a 
|| Я 
di = 


* 
in the well-equipp I n 






















| ed оқлар? |) 
: | 
| Аме... four . . . three . . . two . . . опе... GO! 
е 
|| | Your 300bhp Ford Group A Sierra Cosworth roars This is the official simulation of a lifetime . . . will 
|| | away from the starting line, skidding round hairpin your skills measure up to the challenge? 
|| | bends, as you speed through unfamiliar, ever- 

| | changing terrain... in a race where every traction of 9 Inside every box: A detailed 16-page booklet 
BB) f second counts! containing a history of the rally and technical 
Елі specification of the Cosworth, 15 maps to help 
- Lombard RAC Rally recreates all the excitement of you plot out your course, and a colourful sticker 
he the world-famous rally — with the help of RAC drives То commemorate your participation in the rally. 
o- who guarantee its authenticity. 
J Complete the five stages — down winding tracks, г 
Э. through verdant forests and over precarious mountain OS It LORDNORAS EM уы е я 
mm | | ranges — with the additional hazards of night driving ] үрен рол oss | БЫ 1 

and fog. payable to Mandarin Softwa — 

p- Repair damage and add new features to your car in ase debit my Access/V 
ог | | the workshop, and earn money for spares by taking | i 1 || 1 | 
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Order Ноте: 0625 879920 
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KAMIKAZE 
QUESTIONERS 


TRIVIAL PURSUIT: A NEW BEGINNING 


+ galaxy is made up of many 
s f which holds the 
4 allowing access to the next 








he runaway-hit board game of 1986 (1987 and 1988) | 

proved immensely popular, home computer conver- | ob 
sions encountered similar success. Now, through | galaxy. Players select a planet and 
Domark, the programmers, Oxford Digital Enter- ~ — — — 


prises, have extended their ideas to universal proportions! | Graphic a er тна 
In the year 2045, the Age of Earth 











are asked, followed by a 'Did you 
де! it right?" prompt. Anyone low 
down enough 





heat by answer. 
ing 'Yes' all the time deserve 
be pur 





nelled into the ground by 
other players 


Prisoner of Elders 





causes the planet 10 explode 
removing it fron 











the player to concentrate on thc 
left. Failing to get the que 
right allows the next player a turn 
Eventually the hallowed object 
is found and the next galaxy is only 


a question away 


ugh to get al 
to Genus 








reaches its less than graceful 
climax. The birthplace of the 
human race is dying from mass 
pollution and Man looks to the 
stars for anew home. 

The planet Genus 2 is the world 

tined to provide a new bogin- 
zation sets. 
ff іп rockets to start anew. 

Unfortunately, Genus 2 is pro: 
tected by mysterious Elders, 
planet guardians who won't allow 
anyone to live there unless they 
prove themselves worthy. Only by 
being shown the human race to be 
‘expert in trivia will the Elders allow 
Genus 2 to be humanised. 

To prove their worth, players 
take on the role of galactic explor 
ers searching galaxies for objects. 
These are the keys to reaching 
Genus 2 and are gained by соғ 
rectly answering questions. 

Beginning on Earth, players 
need to first board a rocket, The 
station commander, TP from the 
original game, bars the way and 
won't let players pass until they 
correctly answer a question. Once 











di 























on board, the rocket takes off fo 
the first of six galaxies. 











"Space, the final frontier 





And this isn't even the Star Trek review - Amiga screen 

















































where six Eiders face the player in 
a final round. Only one Едег has | 
the question which, when 
answered correctly, wins the 
game, the others are false and 
merely delay the player. If Elder 


estions are correctly answered 





y leave the room, narrowing 











own the suspects for the player 
until the true Elder is found. Other 
players get to choose the final 
Question category for the potential 

As in the original game, score 








charts can be displayed, now 
blocks of questions loaded in, а 
time limit imposed and other fea 
tures familiar to those who've | 
played Trivial Pursuit are pre 

And as such the title of a New 
Beginning is a dubious one, 
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Cassette: £14.95 
Diskette: £19.95 
When the Amstrad is used well | it 
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Expect Trivial Pursuit: A New Beginning on the ST soon, £19.95 








“Relies on multiple players to get the most 
out of the game" 








PC: £24.95 
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COMMODORE 64/128: 
TGMO04 73% 
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COFFEE SQUAD 


through, from streets of the Bronx | clubs and Samurai warriors leap at 
to grubby basketball courts, then | you with comical cries of ‘Banzai! 
onto the docks by theHudsonriver | А feeling of accomplishment is. 
and into the mystical Chinatown. | generated as each pusher is 
Pushers you meet and defeat drop | floored and his/her drugs taken, 
ittle-known software house Silmarils are not the sort | packets of drugs which are picked | allowing progress to another 
of cautious company to produce nice, safe, save-the- | up to increase your haul and les- | scene. Two opponents in the 
world shoot-'em-ups. Instead, they intend to make a | sen dealers’ stocks. Energy lost in | Chinatown temple tantalisingly 


combat can be regained by drop- | imply there is something special | 
perhaps controversial impact with their first major | рд the drugs into a flaming steel | behind the door they guard, but 


release by delving into the seedy depths of drug dealing. | arum. the combat system needs master: 
Heroin? Cannabis? Cocaine? No — caffeine! Enemies met are quite humour- | ing before its secret are invest 
The streets of downtown New ous. Punks complete with Mohi- | gated. While nothing эр 
Vos. Manhattan. = are not the | moves are available, plus the abil- | can hairstyles attack with bicycle | Manhattan Dealers is a lively and 
Safest of places to roam. But | ity to pick up and un Chains ог chainsaws, sports fans | entertaining beat- em-up. 
amongst the muggers and street | Flick-screen scenes are fought | wearing day-glo leotards wield 

gangs is afar more corrupt form of 

Ме ~ drug dealers. Gaining riches 
by peoples greed and misery, they 
are one of the lowest forms of ite 
Drug pushers. are only part of a 
vast and ever-growing organisa- 
tion known ав Manhattan Dealers 
From over-seas, large shipments 
of drugs are being smuggled to 
Manhattan docks and into sup- 
posedly disused warehouses 
From there, the street distribution 
team get their hands on the noxi- 
ous substances. 

You are inspector Harry and 
want to put a stop to this evil 
Organisation. Not only do you 
intend to seize and destroy al 
ilegal drugs but also hope to put 
Manhattan dealers out of action. 
To do this, many pushers must be 
beaten to a pulp and the ringlead 
ors tracked down and KO'd for 
good. 




















































The caffeine scene 

Unarmed combat skills and deft 
footwork - performed with joystick 
ог keyboard - are needed to avoid 
traps. Four kick and two punch 








ATARI ST 
£19.99 


Colourful but simple slim 
sprites are strangely and 
basically animated, but 
somehow gain thelr own 
humour from this as they 
fight against detailed back- 
drops. in-game music can be 
эп irritant and is over jolly, 
While the funny sample: 
often bring a smile to the 
face. 


OVERALL 71% 











OTHER FORMATS 

An Amiga version for the new 
year and a PC version not far 
behind, both £24.99. 








— — 
“A feeling of 
accomplishment is 
generated as each 
pusher is floored” 


Wearing clothes as loud as that, he deserves to be knocked over — —— 





























n RPG of the future, Sentinel Worlds tells of the Cal- 
dorre System and its continuing conflict between the 
Federation and mysterious pirate raiders. Destroying 
Federation supply ships for no apparent reason, th 

pirate's presence is naturally unwelcome. With orders to 
and destroy, the Federation send out eight Intercep- 
or patrol ships іп an effort to end the pirate's reign of 















Under your command are the five | 
rew members of an i 





'erceptor. 
each of whom has ship-related 
apat and personal skills. in | 
rand RPG tradition 


ir abilities through interaction 





ple an. form 
batting raider 





and perform 





with wh 


ill level) and cash 
buy equipment, | 
threat is formidable, | 
yperspace | 
leaving no trac 









art of the game, you | 











ders and need to gain it from a 
variety of sources mainly trough | Locked onto a cargo liner, just in case 
Os plays an equal por, | Crews through 














the game alongside space com- | Space 
Interceptor can hyper- | notes hostile, in fact cor 
gage raiders in laser | invitations and” communicating 
fights. Battle scenes feature a | with other ships, vital information 
fort range display showin X the activities of raider 
evading one another as they trade 






























































Pilot, Mike Dolan communicates 
with Jason Depard in one of 

the towns on one of the three 
accessible planeta 






































'ept of Maze approach t 
what is a critical part of the game 
ks a little tired, but with its inclu 
nth ks away fr 
f you don't fancy beaming 
own to planets, why not visit the 
three towers high above Caldorre 
natively, the spaceports orbiting 

each planet can be visited 

tion and Space Miner 

ash for Interceptor 

to perform small tasks for then 
entinel Worlds has plenty of 
th, even though it 
tanily-grabbing game. 
Gathering clues, exploring plar 

ets and communicating with oth 

Ме forms are ай classic RPG tra 

expertly injected into this nicely 
PC 

£24.95 

Using EGA, Sentinel Worlds 





looks great, with portraits, 
static screens and diagrams 
using the full set of graphics- 
board colours. Unfortu- 
nately, unless you have two 
disk drives you may find the 
constant access affecting 
flow and playability of the 











OTHER FORMATS 
None planned at present 
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IN OLDEN 


ne of the first 16-bit shoot-'em-ups to make any 
impact was Xenon, whose transformable combat 
vehicle was featured in the Get Mucky game of ITV's 

| M Get Fresh. The highly-acclaimed blast was program- 
med by the bizarrely-named Bitmap Brothers, а memor- 
able monicker which hasn't appeared on the shelves 





since. Now, snapped up by Imageworks, their future looks 








bright — and violent. 
Speedball is a future sport ~ soc- 





lety has become bored with its 











hum-drum day-to-day existence 
and is constantly searching for 








new ways of stimulation. Anything 








goes in Speedball, so the involved 








is an exciting addition to sport. 
Taking place in a shiny sports 





arena, two teams of five players - 





two attacking, two defending and 





а goalkeeper fight it out. Their aim 





is to get a metal ball into the 














—— 


opposing team's goal zone as 
many times as possible within an 
alloted period. There are no real 
Tues, and players can barge, 
tackle and punch their opponents. 

Options are set up before a 
match commences. A single 
player can compete in a league or 
knock-out championship (against 
computer-controlled teams), or 
two human players can face each 
other for fierce rivalry over ten to 
100 weeks (a week is a single 








match) 

Human players select teams 
rom the three available. Match 
statistics follow, plus the skil, 
stamina and power of team cap- 
tains. 


А whole old ball 
те 


е match commences with the 
ball being spat out in a random 
direction by a centrally positioned 
launcher. The ball is picked up by 
guiding a player over it, then 
charging along the vertically- 
scrolling pitch towards the oppos- 
ition's goal 

The player currently under con- 
trol is highlighted by a square 
sight, and can punch, slide-tackle, 
and jump into the air to catch a 
thrown ball. When in possession, 
the Бай can be thrown at a height 
determined by how long the fire 











button is depressed, but its fight- 
path can be hindered by hemis- 
pherical arena features. 

Help comes in the form of icons, 
which can be picked up from the 
arena floor. identified by their let- 
ter, they give: increased stamina, 
decreased opponent stamina, 
tackle protection, automatic pos- 
session, reversed joystick control, 
a single- or 8-direction stun-mine, 
temporarily frozen or slowed- 
down opponents. 

Credits are collected and allow 
post-match alterations of a similar 
vein to temporary match icons, but 





also allow you to bribe officials 
Extra time can be awarded and 
aven scores altered if you're so 
inclined 

‘Speedball takes the general fo 
mat of computerised team games 
and adds gratuitous violence and 
speed. Result: things goat a hectic 
pace, the ball rebounds allover the 
arena and game-fiow is only hin 
dered by the computer occasion 
ally selecting the player who isn't 
nearest the ball Interest is added 
by the icons and bribes, and go to 
make Speedball an exremoly play 
able sport. 





Atari ST at (£19.99) and PC (£24.99) versions are in the latter 


stages of development. 





کک 
“There are no real rules, and players can‏ 

barge, tackle and punch their opponents.” 

— — — ETLES 
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IT'S YOUR ONLY DEFENCE 
La’ ae 
IT'S MECHANICAL - - 
. peu рар: 
ТЕЛА IT'S BIOLOGICAL - 


! IT'S BEHIND YOU - 











Destroy hostile probes as 
is t of their silog 


е Up ou, 











Spear a G; 
avi 
from Sub иу Ml то escape | 


lan Space | 


Pioneer Probe Mk IV — a self-replicating robotic spaceship 
— is out of control, destroying all life as it travels from 

planet to planet in the Starion Cluster. Your mission is to 
stop the spread of the plague before it's too late. 










© Drone flight 
Carefully-designed instrum 





om the city below 


Create Dro, 
and Ne Patterns 


Save them onto disc 


P Pease sond me Pioneer Plague for the Amiga. 1 








V O i enclose a cheque for £24.95 made payable Ц 
| to Mandarin Software 1 
1 2 Please debit my Access/Visa number Ге aw] | 
1 L Li сыы E] 
1 Signature. [| 
1 мате 1 
[Address r 
Europa House, Adlington Park, i 1 
Adlington, Macclesfield SK10 4NP. боа. 






ENQUIRIES: 0625 879940 ORDER HOTLINE: 0625 879920 ===- 


Мов 

















DRUNKEN MASTER 





Micro Media 


ecause no-one in the TGM office is proficient in 
Japanese, the plot of Drunken Master remains а mys- 
tery as the packaging has not yet been translated. It 
features a Bruce Lee lookalike as the hero and he's 
fighting his way across land — probably in the name of 
vermouth, just ice and the American dry. 
The Master of inebriation takes оп 








all-comers, no martial arts game 
| would be complete without sev. 
| eral bad guys to bash the living 

daylights out of. Monks, snakes, 
birds and rocks are just some of 
the adversaries met - each requir- 
ing a precise punch or kick to kill. 
The enemy do not physically 
attack, but drain energy on con- 
tact - Mr Lee dies when all his 
‘energy has gone. 


Japanese courage 
Botore advancing to the next 
stage, an angry moga-opponent із 
defeated - punches or kicks to the 
face normally do the rick, but their 
counter-attacks get faster with 
ach level 

Drunken Master is fairy stan- 
dard fare and doesn't try to be 
original, which is disappointing. 
On the plus side, playabilty is 
good, thanks mainly to simple 
game-style. The action is fast and 
attack pattems are leamt to 
achieve progress. 

Feelings of deja vu and repetit- 
ion are prominent when playing 
Drunken Master - mainly due to 
the limited nature of the game and 
it making Ме progress towards 
improving what is а much used 
tied game concept. 

















Action is fast and 
ittack patterns are 











learnt to achieve 


progress" 
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hinobi is another very close Sega conversion of its 

| Q arcade big brother. Based on the much-exploited 

| а martial arts theme, it features Joe Musashi, Master 

Ninja, taking on the dreaded Ring of Five, a terrorist 
group holding children о! world leaders hostage. 


| in a similar vein to Kenseiden and 
| Captain Silver, Shinobi features 
the hero making his way through 
five horizontally scrolling levels — 
fighting terrorists and rescuing 


hostages. When treed, the chil 
dren are kind enough to give Joe 
| help in the torm of better weapons, 
extra energy and access to а 
| bonus round. 


Nine ninjas leaping 
For the bonus round the game 
switches 10 a 3-0 view with Joe 


more could you want? 


| VERSION UPDATE 





ІК-- 


System 3 
Atari ST: £24.99 


| WITH a mighty thwack the smash 

C64 game hits the 68000 right in 
| the interface. Archer Maclean's 

first venture into the world of 16-bit 
software enhances the original 
Andromeda Software program, 
international Karate, with sampled 
sound effects and extra fighting 
moves. 

Fought against a peaceful orien 
tal seascape, IK+ includes the 
moves and style of play of the orig: 
inal, but also features a handy 
backward somersault, bone- 





Martial law 


throwing shurikens at leaping nin- 
jas. Miss one and he jumps down 
fight in front of Joe to end the 
round. The reward for disposing of 
ali the ninjas is 500 points and one 
©! six ninja-magic spells. Their 
effects are varied but all prove 
invaluable in the right situation. 
they include metal binding magic 
which freezes all enemies on the 
screen, invincible magic that pro- 
tects Joe from harm and flying 
squirrel magic which allows him to 
fly through the air for a short period 















— 
LI 


of time. 

Inevitably the Ring of Five won't 
let you have it all your own way. At 
the end of each level, a Ring War 
lord has to be defeated, each has 
his own attack pattern and а single 
weakness for Joe to find and 
exploit. 

Shinobi is one of those games 
that does nothing for innovation 
but is well presented. Appeal lies 
in йв immense playability and 
addictive qualities 


grinding doublehead kick and a 
Skull-smashing head butt. 
‘On the slowest of the six speeds 





available the action is fast, on the 








lsz — 


мін 














Your deft shuriken dealing wasn't quite good enough fo earn ninja magic 











SEGA 

Two-Mega cartridge: 
$24.95 

Flickering sprites are made 
up for by fast action, neat 
animation, loads of colour, 
good sound and plenty to do 
= Shinobi is almost worth 
buying a sega console for. 


OVERALL 82% 

















“Almost worth buying a sega console for” 





fastest level matches can be 
fought and won before you know 
what's hit you. 

Two bonus rounds have been 
incorporated, includi one in 
which you deflect oncoming balls 
and bouncing heads with a shield. 
The other involves bombs which 
are kicked off-screen before they 
explode. 

The original C64 game was 
almost perfect in gameplay with 
fast, frenetic action. The ST ver 
sion is no different and just as 
much enjoyment is to be had from 
of bashing up other players. 

Graphics, while similar to those 
of the C64, move well and the 
inclusion of intricate backdrops 
that feature birds flying, submarine 
periscopes surfacing, inchworms 
crawling, leaves falling and more, 
all add to the overall quality, 

Buy it and get a real kick 


ATARI ST: OVERALL 88% 
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know. 
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hield. 
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I DON’T GIVE A DAN 


EXPLODING FIST + 


Firebird 


pleasure of being the computer game which 
spawned the martial arts fad still raging today. 
Based on the hit coin-op Karate Champ, it was 
released way back in August 1985. Now the programmers, 
Beam Software, have updated it to fit the advanced chal- 


W ay Of The Exploding Fist has the perhaps dubious 


lenge of today's games. 
The extra challenge is in the form 
of another violent Oriental орро- 
nent, but the general aim of the 
game remains the same. Gradually 
developing your fighting skilts. you 
face increasingly tough oppo. 
nents to work through the dans — 
the proficiency levels of karate 
Having reached the top — 10th dan 
= you defend your name against 
yet more combatants 

Two human players can take 
partin the C64 game, and three in 
the Spectrum 

Exploding Fist + has the stan. 
dard plethora of fighting moves, 
accessed by joystick direction апа 
— combinations, I also 
features two novel moves: a swift 
abaw into a lurking opponents 
бз воле ofthe fastest moves you 
Can make, while cartwheels move 
you speedily along the single 
Screen combat area 


About to begin 
Bouts are played under a 30 sec- 
ond time limit, and the two players 
with the most hit points go on to 
the next fight A hit point is 
awarded when a player lands а 
blow on another — and the bout 
automatically ends if a player 
вата maximum hits (8 on the C64, 
В on the Spectrum). 

Human players get to indulge in 
a bonus round. On the C64, ninjas 
jump forward from an alley while 
the players hand is steered left and 





‘Mind you don't split your trousers, your opponents might get a kick out of it~ Spectrum screen 








‘SPECTRUM 48/128 
Cassette: £7.99 


Restricted by colour, the second and third skinny fighters ar 
distinguishable by baseball cap and beard! They are swiftly and 
‘smoothly animated and clearly defined, and other than the 
about-turn move, react quickly to joystick or keys. Sound is a few. 
white-noise pseudo-samples and an irritating title tune. The 
three player option makes this of interest to even those who 
already have a healthy martial arts game collection, 





TIME 29 











Now make sure you smile as you smash his face in - C64 screen 


right to throw knifes at them. On 
the Spectrum, a cursor is used to 
direct shurikens into the cold 
bodies of sneaky demons. 
Exploding Fist ів very much 
intended to be a returning blow to 
System 3's International Karate + 
(see below). Unfortunately, Probe 
have failed with a game that 





although undeniably playable, is 





inferior in most respects - only the | | COMMODORE 64/128 || 
three players of the Spectrum ver- | 
ELE || CE 
—— — 

other sources (the C64 one is from Other than the green robes. 
Shinobi and do not disguise the of the third player, sprites are 


plain fact that System 3's game is || the same as in the original, 
the better 

























a lurking opponents 

ribs is one of the fas- 

test moves you can 
make” 
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ARMAKUNI, | 


һе highly-acclaimed classic martial arts game, The 
Last Ninja, was released shortly before ТОМ" time, | 
but was very well received in our sister magazine | 
ZZAP! After much anticipation, Last Ninja 2 | 
finally leaps onto the street. A limited edition уег- 
sion (20,000 copies) comes complete with Ninjitsu mask 
and plastic shuriken. The latter freebie is causing con- 
troversy in high streets (refer to this months TGM Report | 
| for the full story), but System 3's latest is sure to be greeted | 
with open arms by games players 








POWER 


Yes, that's right, open wide. Now, this won't hurt a bit — И it does you can sewer те 











60 Х 014:1-89 








REVIEWS 















[ezss72] ГӘЗЕТІ WW — 
Г90:94:06 Ж 








exploration 





experience. Combat 
limited and 
though the 


























“The inclusion of 
object-orientated 
puzzles makes 
exploration a 











highly absorbing 
experience” | 
Ninja versus Ninja - who's going to break the pose first? SS ЕҢ, 
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VERSION UPDATE 


FIRST announced in late 1986, 

ar Trek finally reaches the 8-bit 
market, following а moderately 
warm reception on the ST in Feb- 
тогу 

Kirk, Spock, Scotty and ай the 
ТУ show favourites are aboard the 
Enterprise, exploring a sector of 
space known as the Quarantine 
Zone. Many Federation ships have 
entered this area over the past few 

s and the crews have ай 
turned renegade. 

The Klingons are at the foot of 
this, having discovered а crystal 
which, when connected to a pow: 
erful energy source, can be used 
to influence minds — a psimitter 

mes T Kirk and his crew have 
been given the job of investigating 
the Zone and putting the Klingons 
mind device out of action. 

You control ай seven major crew 
members: the direction of Kirk 
scientific advice of Spock, naviga: 
ton йз of Sulu, weapons 
targetting of Chekov, engine room 
control of Scotty, medical vigi 
lance of McCoy, and communica: 
tion administration of Uhura. They 
each have their own screens 
where decisions are made, figures 
altered and systems directed by 
Use of a cursor. 

Through star and system maps, 
the Enterprise is steered into orbit 


























VERSION UPDATE 


Atari ST: £19.95 


CREATED by Denton Designs, 
Where Time Stood Stillis set atop 








Commodore 64/128: Cassette £9.99, Diskette: £12.99 





around planets, some of which 
сап be beamed down to for collec. 
tion of useful objects. Conflict is 
inevitable and requires speedy 
reactions to minimise Enterprise 
damage but few arcade skills. 

























Gameplay в virtually 
unchanged from the ST original, 
giving you many solar systems to 
explore and eight ways to com- 
plete the game. Presentation is 
lowered by graphical simplicity: 
crew portraits are in two colours 
and are quite blocky at two-thirds 
screen size. The bridge graphic. 
showing ай the crew, is quite 
crude, displaying figures as rough 
outlines. Adequate | vector 
graphics are used in the animated 
navigation and combat screens. 


Sound effects are few but sulta 
bly futuristic and a bouncy rendi 
tion of the theme tune introduces 
the game. 

While simple game elements 
make up the game, the gradual 
discovery of new and unusual 
devices spur you оп to the ultimate 
target of restoring order to the 
galaxy. 


ATARI ST: OVERALL 69% 





ATARI ST: TGM003 71% 
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Now in standard orbit captain - The enterprise and her crew battle against а Klingon takeover 







WHERE TIME STOOD 





the Himalayan mountain range, 
where а party of four people have 
survived the crash-landing of their 
light aircraft. 

This niche of the world has been 


unchanged for many thousands of 
years and prehistoric creatures 
Stil rule. 

Led by Jarret, the pilot, your 
group must find a path through the 
mountains to civilisation, while 
avoiding attack by primeval 
monsters. 

Guiding the gun-wielding Jarret, 
a scrolling isometric landscape is 
explored. The other three charac 
ters — Clive, Gloria and Dirk — fol 
low him but can easily get left 








Time and tide wait for no man = even when it stands. 











behind, so progress should be 
gradual. The health and weltare of 
your companions is а prime con 
сет and monitored by various bar 
graphs. 

Objects, including food, are 
found on your travels and are 
picked up and used with a pop-up 

With numerous objects to man: 
ipulate, exploring the Himalayas is. 
an interesting experience, but is 
unexpanded from the 128k Spec: 
trum original. 

The playing area is топос. 
hrome, but uses several shades of 
grey to give the appearance of a 
508! movie. Some clever shading 
is used on landscape features but 
Some characters are too curved 
and feature simple animation. The 
dramatic music is better than the 
sound effects option, which are Iit- 
tle improvement on the Spectrum 
game. 

A few bugs are present, such as 
incorrect messages and perspec- 
tive collision detection, but they 
don't spoil gameplay too much — 
even though a clone Gloria 
appeared at one point! 

A littie more difficult to play than 
the original, Where Time Stood 
Still remains compelling, but too 
easy for today's 16-bit market. 


ATARI ST: OVERALL 71% 














SPECTRUM 48/128: 
Т6М009 95% 
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Martech House, Bay Terrace, Pevensey Bay, 
TEL 0323) 16456 TELEX: 818313 Martec G —— 











ROBBEARY 
Berie, эл agile and clever bear has 
targeted a famous 24 ооз sore for 
hs last and most daring ROBBERY. 
With по alarms or кее guards and 
fabulous treasures yet t has been 
avoided е the plague by the 
criminal ratemty беле soon 
discovers why? 

AMIGA £1995 





EMERALD MINE 

А giant arcade adventure which has 
received rave reviews. Each level 
has its own unique solution and 
requires ingenuity and dexterity to 
complete. One player or two players 
TEAM action for added enjoyment 
AMIGA £14.95 

CBMG4-PLUS а £7.95 (0) £9.95 


QUANTOX 

Progress through 24 levels of this 
tast and furious action. Lightning 
responses are secondary to the 
strategic choices between better 
weaponry or better detence 
AMIGA £14.95 





STRIP POKER II PLUS 

A sizzling evening with 

Sam & Donna 

AMIGA-STBM ARCH. £14.95 
SPAMS-MSX-BBC-ELECTRON 
CBM64-PLUS 4 £7.95 


MICRO TEXT 





Micro base - а pow 
includes a very th 
word Processor to s 


AMIGA £19.95 EACH 











Ideal tor home and business use. Menu driven to enable 
powerful capabilites with minimal п 
base wit 
ible label printer. Sor 
nd personalised 











HIGHWAY HAWKS. 
Grand Pra drang sls is essential 
to negotiate the crowded highway at 
speed. Оойеше the assassins cars 
and е ones hat get in your way 
but keep me iger п your tank ed 
те engine сод and the tyres and 
Sieermg intact. Acqusiton of taster 
cars and lethal weaponary depends. 
оо your dry and trading sus 





FACE OFF 

Experience the sheer pace and 
exhilaration of ICE HOCKEY. Be 
prepared for the body checks, 
fouls and rough play. League 
competition. 1 or 2 player option. 
AMIGA STIBM £14.95 





MICRO BASE 


novice to use 





lerence to the tutorial manual. 


t SEARCH and SORT faci 
s can be used by the Micro 
s. A boon to any Club Se 









MANIAX 

Maniax relentlessly pursued by 
the creature undertakes to clear 
the thick fog engulfing the world 
capitals. An addictive game 
requiring quick thinking and 
action 

AMIGA-STBM £19.95 
CBM64-PLUS 4 £7.95 (0) £9.95 





‘STRIP POKER II PLUS DATA DISCS 
Requires Strip Poker II Plus disc 
to load 

Disc 1 Beverly & Dawn 

Disc 2 Lee & Roy 

Disc 3 Suzanne & Bianca 

Disc 4 Rachel & Kim 

AMIGA ST £9.95 





BEVERLEY 


| [ ANCO SOFTWARE LTD, UNIT 9-10 BURNHAM TRADING ESTATE 
1 ( OFF LAWSON ROAD, DARTFORD, KENT ОА1 5ВН TEL: 0322 92513 
٤ 1 MAIL ORDER HOTLINE: 0322 522631 FAX NO: 0322 93422 
= — 


PAYMENT BY CHEQUE, P.O., VISA OR ACCESS 













TURBO CUP 


Loriciets 


The Andros Turbo Cup has two 
major differences from other car 
races. Firstly, all competitors use 
the same type of car: a Porsche 
944 Turbo. These are powered by 


igh street stores have done it again. Because of its 

non-standard packaging, UK versions of Turbo Cup 

will be normal disk/cassette cases, rather than 

include the free toy Porsche of the continental ver- 
sions. This is a model of the car sponsored by Loriciels for 
the 1988 Turbo Cup road race. 


moved to mimic a gear stick. 

Presented with a view from 
behind the car, a practice lap is 
negotiated to determine your grid 
position. In the race, two laps of 


I WILL PLAY THIS 
ONLY ONCE 


the tortous track are made while 
vying for position against several 
other drivers. Tracks have slopes 
as well as twisting bends which 
send you spinning, or if you're 
unlucky, flip your car on its back 
Either mishap wastes precious 
time. 

Turbo Cup has taken the slopes 
of Out Run and put them in a Pole 
Position format. This тау seem a 
reasonable idea but none of these. 
inclines are extreme and perspec- 
tive/screen update make them 
largely unconvincing. The prog- 
ressive scenery of Out Run would 
have injected Ме into the game, as 
speeding around undistinctive 
tracks race is outdated, even with 











25 Іше engines, providing 230 
BHP and enabling acceleration 
from zero to 60 in 6.3 seconds. 
Normally 150 mph, with the addi- 
{ional 20 bhp provided by the turbo 
‘option, thelr top speed а nippy 
250 mph 

Secondly, through a series of 
heats, amateurs as well as experi- 
enced professionals can quality to 


compete. 

Rene Metge won last year's 
Turbo Cup but in the past has also 
won three Paris to Dakar rallies 
and a string of other victories. іп 
Turbo Cup, you put yourself in his 
shoes, driving the Loriciels-spon- 
sored Porsche in a competitive 
race. 


Round the bend 

Thetrackis chosen from four avail- 
able - Magny to Cours, Dijou to 
Ртепоіз, Nogaro and Paul Ricard — 
then the gear change method is 
‘selected. Gears can be automatic, 
‘selected from keyboard, a second 
Joystick, or be used in professional 
mode where the fire button is held 
down as the clutch, and the ‘stick 





Damn French drivers - talk about a crash course in racing! 











slopes and skid-outs. The latter 
occur far too easily — the slightest 
touch from another competitor 
sends you spinning - and even 
with automatic gears, play is too 
difficult 





| 
: 
i 














you spinning” 

















Rene Metge checks contemplates the next bend, does he need a change of gear? No he looks fine to us! 
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isn't even the Live and Let Die 
theme. Very playable mainly 
| due to its speed, unfortu- 

nately the waterways are 


| ATARI ST 
| £19.95 
Definitely the fastest of the 
bunch. Graphics are speedy 
| and colourful, but the music 
| | із а touch annoying - there 




















very similar. 
| OVERALL 73% 
| Cassette: £9.95 
| Diskette: £14.95 
| More aesthetically pleasing 
than the C64 version this is 
the easiest to play - sound is. 
passable. 
OVERALL 69% 
COMMODORE 64/128 ағар” 
Cassette: £9.95 
: ч — Diskette: £14.95 
he ruthless Dr Капада is harvesting fields of poppies — c-r ра AUS 





for the sole purpose of flooding the US with tons of | | ang tet De's lack of speed destroys раўгы and the gane. 
| free Heroin. Once the populace is hooked he can | | soon becomes boring 
| control the entire American drug market by charging | | OVERALL 64% 
whatever price he likes. 
As agent 007 you must prevent 
Kanaga тот dong this by 
destroying his Heroin processing. 
ants. Unfortunately Kanaga has 
hidden the factories in remote 
parts of the Caribbean island, San 
Monique - accessible only via nar 
row waterways 
You guide James Bond's 
speedboat through the treacher 
ous waterways as you undertake 
‘mission to save the States 
Kanaga has ittered the route with 
jeemingly impassable obstacles 
ines, rocks and gun emplace- 
ents, He has also turned out his 
personal army - helicopters, pla 
] ез, submarines and boats 
top you. 




















































My word is my name 
Your speedboat is armed with a 
machine gun and missile launcher 
Ammo is no problem for the gun 
but the launcher only contains 
limited stocks of missiles, fuel is 
another consideration. Helptuly, | Hetecpterscomeuniriendiy and hostile forms -mind where you're blasting ST screen 
— с лз а dropped periodically by CIA Live and Let Die is another 
planes — pick them up to aid your | game in the RoadBlasters mould. 
misson Other than speedboats there is 
As You progresses further into | nothing to link the game to the fim 
Kanaga's domain, the waterways | whatsoever: no voodoo element, 
get increasingly more difficult to | car chases or hungry alligators. 
navigate. inexperienced spies | Fans of Overlander and RoadBlas- 
А oe ƏЙ | may practise target shooting and | ters may enjoy Live and Let Die 
Каа ж” нс тем” | поп оп one ol tree raining | and the tree practise evel pro 
levels before attempting the mis- | vide alternative waterways to 

sion proper. explore for a while, 


OTHER FORMATS 

Spectrum (Cassette £9.95, Diskette £12.95) and Amiga (£19.95) 

soon 

ЧН‏ ق 
“Inexperienced spies can practise target‏ 

shooting and navigation’ 
| grea btoltargstproctcosroquredhere“splesain'twhatthey used | 
| tobe Amstrad screen ———— 9 












































ТНЕ EMPIRE 


PC ENGINE 
ROM Card: 


- Featuring arcade-quality graphics and sound, this incredible 
е Bydo Empire Y Jid relax following the | | shoot-em-up is only let down by its overwhelming difficulty ~ 
де of the first R-Type wars. In that conflict, Bydo | | and the small and ultimately fiddly control pad doesn’t help a lot 
s were decimated by a lone spaceship. The (Micro Media are working to release a joystick for the Engi 
À нта D P. The | |  thenear future). The play area is slightly smal 
chance to recover was very short-lived, for | | hence slight vertical estolling come tate elect 

ing flash, the R-9 spaceship returns. Looking 


an and armed to the teeth, it’s intent on finishing the jot 






























The amorphous jelly of the end-of-level-enemy, a scene only reachable by our resident arcade expert. Robin "ma 
өлбө ogg 








PC ENGINE 
ROM Card: £24.99 


Featuring — 
graphics and sound, thi 
Tncredible "shoot^em-up ia 
only let down by is over- 
Vhelming, difficulty = the 
Small and ultimately fiddly | 
Control pad doesn't help a lot 
(Micro Media are working to 
release а joystick for th 
Engine in the near futu: 
The play area is slightly smal 
| | ter than the coin-op, hence 

slight.” vertical scrolling 
Gomes into effect. 


OVERALL 83% 











“Aimed at hardened | 
coin-op players" 
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STRIKE BACK AT 



























| а dvertisements for this game use a Firebird in-house 
ro: a youthful Proclaimer lookalike transformed into 
an Arnold Schwarzenegger hunk in the space of two 
pages. It wasn't a can of spinach which made this | 
magical muscle metamorphosis possible, but a hefty joys 
workout with Savage. 








blame him, for his beloved mı 
has been captured by monstrou 





bonus 
fight for freedom is spread | replace 
wough three distinct, individu: 

















arrounding 
a place filled 
kulis and monolith 





| "Firebird т 






[Sparks fy as the man-in-the-moon takes on the long-haired Savage - C&4 screen E 
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Cassette: £9.99 
Diskette: £12.99 
The introduction screen has 
some fantastic тизіс, 


| strewn with samples sequ- 
enced to produce a suitably 
energetic piece. In-game 
music spurs you on through 
atmospherically shaded 
backgrounds to worryingly 
fast 3-D. Sprites are colour- 
ful, if indistinct at times, and 
the smoothly animated Sav- 
‘age is a little dull and blocky. 


OVERALL 74% 











AMSTRAD CPC 
Cassette: £8.99 
Diskette: £14.99 


Close to the C64 in stages 
two and three, this features 
the best looking first section. 
Colourfully shaded charac- 
ters lend an almost cartoon- 
like feel to gameplay. A nice 
touch із the violent tremors 
of the castle floor when large 
monsters jump up and down. 
The 3-D section is very col- 
ourful and slick ~ marginally 











SPECTRUM 48/128 

Cassette: £8.99 

‘There і а tremendous amount of colour, for the Spectrum - 
Savage himself features four. Clash is predictably present and 
the action is made sometimes indistinct due to the many detailed 
‘enemies. A single touch from a large enemy in stage one loses a 
life, and all assailants resist energy better than in the C64 game, 
making it more ditficult to complete. 


OVERALL 72% 








OTHER FORMATS 


Atari ST, Amiga and PC versions (all £19.99) should be ready 
before Christmas (1988). 











ity and difficulty. 





“Seperate loads for 
each distinctive 
| stage allow large, 
detailed playing 
areas" 
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fashion, a lone 

off in an ancient 

аке on the entire 
Tanks, an 


in wait to 
‘end your mi 









Survival isn't easy, but with 

b weapons collected by 
own squadrons of gold 
and a highly ef 











d seperately, 
but everything else is as near as 


beto the 





The ever-so-slight screen 
der as the backdrop scr 
almost unnoticeable — you v 
time to admire the scenery anyway 
ав staying alive requires your full 
attention. 















Flying Shark's unoriginality тау 












the best B-bit version. 

ERA TEN | Alat bouncing demon makes he vory wat ofthe cost snuddar Атта screen 
рд ШЕСИ 
Rogue 1 ol a pat 





coin-op 


ATARI ST: OVERALL 84% 
| SPECTRUM 48/128: | 








Т6М003 83% 
COMMODORE 64/128: 
TGM003 74% 

AMSTRAD CPC: Т6М004 
80% 











Spinning smart bombs take out spiralling bi-plane enemies 

















4: 1-8969/148 








< ABSOLUTE Сй 


— — 14,994 - — — ` Spectrum 48/128K £8.99: £12.994 
£24,994 - (Tiger Road £19.99) - Amstrad CPC £9.99: £14.994 


UM-OP POWER”. 






places you at the controls of an American fighter 
plane. Your mission is to destroy the Japanese carrier 
COS EBENEN Yamato. Exhilarating action! 

battle with the best fighters that Japan, Thailand, USA, 
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uture Earth, inhabitants are bored with life and long 
for aggressive sport. Tension has been generated by 
the Extra-Terrestrial Pacifists, who control the planet 
and whose peace doctrine has ended all war and 
violence. 
Off Shore Warriors formedtostrike | launch a potentially deadly missile. 
a blow - literally = for blood-thirsty | Only a limited number are availa 
humanity. The world's largest | ble so they should be used spar- 
lakes become arenas where com- | ingly. Contact with a rock or 
petitors steer powerful speed- | another boat destroys your craft 
boats around courses marked by | and valuable time is wasted as the 
buoys and jagged rocks. The | reincarnated vessel gains speed. 
boats are armed with missiles, to | ОН Shore Warrior's simple, fiat 
blow away anyone who gets too | left/right tracks are uninteresting in 
irritating. these days of junctions and hills. 
You, after years of anticipation, | Hitting a target is awkward as your 
have become a Warrior. А series | boat fires missiles from alternate. 
of courses lie ahead, anda number | launchers on either side of the hull 
of fiersome opponents. Your only | making aiming often inaccurate. 





perogative — apart from staying | With only buoys, rocks, and 
alive - is to finish each race in | stupidly regular and parallel two- 
either of the top two positions, | tone wave patterns, the feeling of 

movement is limited and courses 
Water way to go soon become boring, For gamers 


Off Shore Warrior uses standard | who want simple fast blasting, Off 
racing game steering and speed | Shore Warrior offers a few hours of 
control convention — plus fire to | fun. 


PLAYING 
A BOAT 
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Apeaceful view from the shore -ST screen 
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REVIEWS 











WON 


icensed by MicroProse, Origin games are strategic in 
nature and, for role playing in the world of sword and 
sorcery, their Ultima series is second to none. The 
seriousness and simplicity of presentation featured 
in the tales of Britannia have been given a facelift: Times 
| OfLoreis an icon-controlled arcade adventure with quality 
graphics and sound reaching a new Origin high. 
ales tell of Albareth, a Kingdom 
wrought with chaos until the arrival 
| of the Eidens. This over-seas tribe 
| gradually gained the peoples 
respect and took control. An Elden 
prince became High King of 
Albareth and ruled with the aid of 
three magical artifacts. The Tablet 
of Truth, the Foreteling Stones 
and the Medallion of Power. How. 
ever, the Medallion may only be 
мот by one worthy of rulership: a 
descendant of High King Strebor. 
А ten-year war was fought 
against Invading Barbarians, 
| neither side gaining an advantage. 
despite the Medallion’s power 
Vaiwyn, the High King, negotiated 
with Heidric, the Barbarian leader. 
and agreed to give them the south. 
eastern town of Ganestor if the 
Barbarians were faithful to the 
throne 
Eventually Valwyn grew weary 
of leadership and took the Меда! 
ion and his child to his distant 
homeland. He left Dariel the Elden 
lord, to rule and promised he 
would retur in 20 years. Mean- 
While, Eiden lords who disagreed 
with Valwyn's decision to give the 
Barbarians the land launched an 
attack on them in Ganestor. The 
high lords did not accept Daniel's 
rule, and fearing for his Ме, he let 
the kingdom fall once again into 
chaos. Criminals surfaced and 
ores began to roam Albareth. 





the 
you 


just got up! 








A childhood оғ 
teen, hon 
cipline t 
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Looking you 
innkeeper 
heard 
raiders of the 


WANDERING IN 


Lonely as a cloud 


This is where you come in. After 
some very attractive introductory 
screens, you choose а character. 
an armoured knight, an agile Val 
kyrie, or a heavily muscled barba. 
rian. You are then shown a plan 
view of yourself on the upper floor 
of the Frothing Siosh Tavern, 
about to begin your quest to find 
Valwyn. 

While combat and movement 
are easily controlled by joystick. 
other actions are made by using a 


the € 
says, 
about the 


in 








55, 
"Наме 


forest?" 


panel of icons. Objects are 
examined, taken, dropped, used 
and offered. Talk plays amajorrole 
in the game, and requires the use 
of menus. Chitchat is engaged in 
and questions about relevant sub 
jects asked. 

Times Of Lore is made up of 
13,000 screen locations, which, 
whilst only half a screen in height. 
gives an idea of the huge playing 
area. As is common with such а 
Statement, many areas are made 
rom repeated graphic features | 
with sprites wandering upon them 
- useful locations have to be 
tracked down, 

Combat is frequent and soon 
becomes а chore, while the talk 
option is a good development 
from that used in Ultima, and very 
important to the completion of the 
game. 

Though certainly above aver. 
age, Times Of Lore requires a lot of 
patience to make progress. 





| COMMODORE 64/128 
Cassette: £9.95 
Diskette: £14.95 





Introductory screens feature some well-drawn stills backed by 
atmospheric pieces of music by Martin Galway. During play, 
sound is reduced to a few quality spot effects and colourful back- 
ground features become repetitive as they scroll jerkily by. 
‘Sprites are a mixture of detailed and indistinct characters, but all 
have pleasant, if unremarkable, animation. 


OVERALL 73% 








OTHER FORMATS 


Spectrum 48/128 and Amstrad CPC are imminent (Cassette 
£9.95, Diskette £14.95), with ST and Amiga formats to follow in 
January (£24.95). 


— — — 
“Combat and movement аге easily 
controlled by joystick, other actions are 
made by using a panel of icons 
ق‎ — —— 
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CAPTAIN SILVER 


Mastertronic 


One-Mega cartridge: £24.95 
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Damm 


Uu 


ШОП 
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cartridge: £24.95 





REVIEWS 





tured | OVERALL 66% 


girl, the 




















REVIEWS 








| difficulty level would destroy the 
| game totally, if it wasn't for the 
| 
| 





play option. 
you explore, villagers pass 
scant bits of information 





regarding your three missions plus. 
ther tasks ус 


may partake іг 
While these extra 
important, the 
unveil help towards 
verall quest 










your way, a map 
И the land may be viewed while in 





how your position, it's not much 
Standard Sega graphics fail 
Jistinguish the game from many 


thers, although there are some 
ined enemies to see, such 
о eye and the boul 
der-throwing tree, A twee sound. 
plays throughout 
just. 











7 of the Sword, with its two 
dimensional movement and unin 

ing gameplay, doesn't prove 
a compelling game despite the 
moderate depth offered by mini 


OVERALL 58% 











aser Squad follows in the tradition of Rebel Star with | 
action viewed through a window displaying a scrol- | 
ling combat zone. Nothing new, but Laser Squad 
moves away from conventional strategy games with | 


ts arcade style appearance and joystick control. 


























You t mand of a unit of | factors t nsideration 
h idiers in three different | make sı ad equip 
Il requiring your men | ped with J ing 

Laser Squad features three | dier 3 points around the 
senarios and provision for equip- | batte zone. Each h finite 
ping each soldier with any of four | amount of action points which he 
makes of armour, nine types of | uses up performing various 










actions. Different t 


different amount of act 


weapon and seven accompanying | 
f ammunition. With a limita | 

00 crede to purchase | 

рте! and weight/burden | 
















Striking forward to free the kingdom of Landau from tyranny 





Sneaky moves 





SPECTRUM 48/128 | 








pent we 

















е mbat, with laser bolts | are catered for through ал 




















Cassette: £9.95 


Good detailed characters moving around high-resolution battle 
zones makes Laser Squad one of the more attractive strategy | | 
games around. Neat snippets of animation together with alarm- | | 
ingly fast laser bolts combine to add a professional touch to а 

great дате. | 


OVERALL 84% 














OTHER FORMATS 

C64 and Amstrad are planned for January (Cassette £9.95, Dis. 
kette £14.95). ST and Amiga should be available mid-1989, fol- 
lowed by РС (£24.95). | 








“Graphics bring а new sense of realism" 
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Top Quality 2nd Drives for the Amiga 
and Atari ST at low, low prices 


Full compatibility with all Atari ST 
models, Amiga 500 & Amiga 1000 
Тор quality Citizen drive mechanism 
One megabyte unformatted capacity 
External plug in PSU (Atari ST) 
Throughport (Amiga) 
Very quiet 
Slimline design 
Colour matched to computer 

Long cable for location 
either side of computer. 

v Full 12 months guarantee 


* 520STFM SUPER PACK 
includes STEM wih IMEG drive. 21 gamos with 
usiness sofware (wort over C50) 8 Буш. 

‘Only £349.00 


520 STPM with 1МЕО internal drive fined £279.00 
820 STEM {MEG internal 3 5 отч upgrade ka inc. uii insiructons 
1040 STEM including ТУ modulator, Mieroson Write’ А 'VIP Professional 
1040 STEM machine & software as above, with mono monitor 
ТЕМ machine & sofware — 
^ 


боп! forget 


ВЕЕ 027 
85 


E 
888888 8 


C1224 colour monitor, good iow price 
Меда Рів JOMD hard disk 
Mega STP special offer package - includes Mega 872. 2nd exi35- drive, 
“топо monitor, SLMBO4 ias "WMieronon Write, "Thmeworks DTP 
maintenance ай ос only £i795.00 
жал OTP system - includes Mega STA. mono monitor, 
адво "laser printer, 20М0 hard disk drive. 
Fleet Street Publier: & 90 days on site maintenance 
NEC $25" External noppy drive 369/720K internal PSU. Inc. aware 
Pace Linet Modem Pack inc.cable & Fasicom software 
Prapa CMSB colour monitor cw ST lead £229.00 
Phiips CMBBS2 as above, higher resolution $290.00 
{extra £10.00 discount on Phikps monitors i bought with an BT) 


АН ST price E 


PRINTERS 


All’ prices include VAT, delivery and cable 


ag 
88 


2795.00 
£150.95 
£179.00 








Star LC10 best-selling 144/06cps printer, 4 М.О fonts, inc.2 extra ribbons 
Star 110 ?-colour version of above printer, inc.2 extra black боге 
Star LC24-10 feature-packed muiifon 24 pin printer 
Star NB24.10 great value 2apin nc. cut shoot loeder + 2 axira bbona 
Star NX-15 budget wide carriage printer 
Star NB24-15 wide сат version of NB24. 10 inc. төө cul shes ieadar 
МЕС P2200 budget 24pin, greai value 168/56 cps 
Amstrad ОМР310225001 good value 10" wit вөйайрагайе intorlaces 
Amstrad LO3500 2épin at low pice 
Panasonic KXP 081 retabie budget 107 printer 120/24 cps 
Epson LXB00 popular 10° 180/25 cps, 
Epson 10500 good 24pin printer 150/50 cps 

zen 1200 good value 107 120 cps 
Сашеп 180Е budget 10° carriage 150/30 cpe 
білеп НОР-45 bargain 24 pin wide carriage printer 

‘Sheet feeders avaliable Tor most of the above 


include VAT and delivery 


SPECIAL OFFER AMIGA PACK 


‘Our new special offer pack Includes the following: 
Ж. Amiga 500 computer  * Grid Start 

X ту Modulator * Demolition 

* Моше А Mowe mat — Quizam! 

Я Joystick $ Bisch Shadow 

2 Deluxe Paint * Las Vegas 

7 Karate Kid tt plus 5 disks of 

* Sky Fighter public domain vwar 

The total retall value of extras supplied 18 £270.45. 


DOUBLE TAKE! ЕЕЕ | SPECIAL 
PYE 15" FST а 0 
TV/MONITOR EAE E 7 


Fedor and a loop sera бор | and computer 
(моовк 1102) тұта | connection өз 
Леле уре when orden 


SECTOR E 
DiSECI қ vies 


+ SOFTWARE BACKUP with new turbo nibbler 
Version 4 incorporates a very fast and powerful 
menu-driven backup utility. Makes use of ай available 


drives and 
56 SOFTWARE BACKUP PARAMETERS 
Parameters now includes 56 individual routines to 
backup and de-protect the toughest protection scheme 
FAST BACKUP 
Will backup a non-protected disk as quickly as possible 
using "File. Allocation techniques. 

ANAL DRIVE ВОО! 


Alows m гата to startup trom drive B. 
ORGANISER ACCESSORY 
Now look Version 4, providing extremely изей disk 
management. commands under one -deskiop-based 

ncn FORMAT, RENAME, DELETE otc: 

EXTRA FORMAT 
To maximise usable space on your disks - provides ove 
Төз, эбола user storage space por dk! 

% RAMDISK and SET DA’ accessories. 

2 plus UNDELETE, DISK ANALYSIS, UNFORMAT 
DISK SPEED CHECK and much more | 


Only £24.95— 53 деды iy eas 





10 Buk 0500 $5 disks 
with labels, МУ guaranteed 


How fo order from [Al pices Include УАТ and delivery. Next day delivery 5.0 extra 


e] Send cheque, Postal Order Evesham Micros Ltd 
or ACCESS/VISA card details| 63 BRIDGE STREET 








ке: Box ol 10 only 
5/00 4.5" disks. Box of 10 





SKC MF2DD. 


Phone us with your 
ACCESS or VISA 
card details on : 

т 0386-765500 


EVESHAM 
WORCS WR11 4SF 
© 0386-765500 


Gort, educ. А PLC orders welcome 

Same day despatch whenever possible 

Al goods subject to availability, E&OE- fax Озёв-765354 
Open to callers 6 days, 939-530 telex 333294 


ine a DEI Pershore Ra. Conerápr, Birmingham B30 IBH Tet ОП 458 454 




















FEROCIOUS ACTION 
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10 Carver Street, Sheffield 51 4FS. Tel: 0742 753423. 
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he Olympic flame is about to be lit to herald the start 
of the first galactic games, when a messenger arrives 
with grave news. The legendary Phoenix Tablets have 
been stolen by the Tetroids, an evil race not invited to 
сіра! in the games. 


the Sun God, delivers a 





е dangerous quest. 
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Screens are pofaseries | accumulated enough т 

necting lines which | can escape - at the expense of 
rix upon which your | your score. 

Tetra Runner moves. Also moving | After every fourth level a pas: 

along these line are aliens which | word is generated. This is used to 

don't take kindly to your presence. | restart the game where your last 

Fortur hey аге despatched | life was lost — if you want! 

With à quick blast of your laser | Tetra Questis not easy and sh 

anon take a while to complete. The 





| aliens are really devious at time 
| All too often you find yoursel 





Shoot the odd alien 
Amongst these aliens are э 
special creatures that b 
Oddly when shot: they leave an 
con behind which affects yo 
tetra rur 


ufficient 




















sually adve 



































enge; whoever is brave leis Rave been broken | However, these creatures a 

enough to enter th ome | into 64 pieces, each hidden in а | worth more points when shot than 

and recover the six tablets will | quadrant — made Y four | are standard aliens 

| and recover e of Phoebus bes. | screens. Before a piece is | Itisquteeasytoenduptrapped | 

| s pote as reward. The | revealed, four coins ~ one in each | out on a limb of the matrix wit 

| joes с ning back | screen of а quadrant - m thin forward too but a | 

3 goes quit ad te accept | collected in the correct o ning to оок onward if youve || Graphics could have been 
ы — — C more detailed; Tetra Quo 

looks like an 8- rather than 
16-bit game. Certainly chi 
lenging. but there is litio to 
keep you gripped for long. 

| ||| OVERALL 61% 

I AMIGA 

| | | £19.95 

| Very similar to the Atari ST 

| version with only sound 

(=) improved. 
| OVERALL 61% 
| 








OTHER FORMATS 








Keep taking the tablets, they'll help get rid of your Tetroids. 








No conversions planned as yet 








| VERSION UPDATE 
British made 


tant factors, the latter using ingre- 
дегиз and words to cast spells. 
The C64 version plays identi 
ally to the PC original, other than 
the  annoyingly-frequent disc 
tion sequences use crude stipple 
dreary colours and 


introduction an 





Commodore 64/128: 
Diskette £24.95 
THE latest t 


id episode in the 











history of the mythical world of 
Britannia was told and м 
received іп TGMO11. The retrieval 
| Of the powerful Codex of Ultimat 
Wisdom breached the surface 
| the land and linked it to the 





е portal to the Underworld 
was found and exp d 
есі fig cluding 
the ruler, Lord British. Only one 

d, the remainder feared 









Slackthom became ruler 
corrupted by the hooded | 
rds, grew tyrannical and 
o this land to help, 














you l and Shamino - each 
with standard RPG variables - 
through scrolling plan-view map 





d Lord British 
magic are impor- 

















definition ately, in- | ever, affect the value of this huge 
graphics are adequate | and compelling. 
jn simple and lacking in cc 
Sound effects are even worse 
than the PC's, but 128 owners 
have a range of fourteen mostly 








COMMODORE 64/128: 
OVERALL 89% 


pleasant tunes 10 accompany 


y PC: TGMO11 91% 


These criticisms do not, how 





ж 
ons 

015 015 
oC 00 


пазанинк 
011 011 


ЕТЕ 
маканото 


SKELETONS 


Facing undead attacks from skeletal Britains who make no bones about their intentions 














REVIEWS 





ABOUT TO BE 
SATELLITE az 











Command theme and misses the 
in in one piece following the | mark in offering nothing m 
No time to rest | passing interest 








з your satelite is taken t 
the next level with more enemy 
missiles to defeat and space junk | | ATARI ST 
қ = GI avoid. £19.99 
eviewed on the Sega (under the title Global Defense | “SD! would be a fine game if it 

R TGMO05 81%), SDI tak 











SDI tries to hide its repetitive 





rou to the final frontier | had more depth. The limited 

+ nature of the gameplay ıs | | gameplay with зире 

Retghtensd by trelat of гог | | graphics, a mixture of aver- 

5 dual satellite option. There is age tunes and professional 
presentation. 





and World War Ill. Missiles are flying and a solitary 
2 the USA goes 


satellite is sent up to stop them befo 




















up in smoke. a certain pleasure to be had in 

| Moving horizontally, your satelite | fatal. progressing through each level || OVERALL 56% 
as nothing more than a single | ІН any nuclear missiles make it | and leaming аск patterns, 

laser with which to destroy nukes. | past your umbrella of laser fire the 











show for the billions of | satelite is taken to the defensive 


pent on the SDI project, | screen. Here you're pitted against | | OTHER FORMATS 












Í ning warheads, their destina- | | SD/is available for Commodore 64/128, Amstrad CPC and Spec- 
its gun 1 ~ America, With little time to | | trum 48/128 (Cassette only) - Cassette £9.99, Diskette 14.99. An 
| depending on which mouse but: | speed aro paramount. Last too | а апааа о ваг пату 





в held down. A seemingly | many missiles through and there 
ky dual control but one that | be no more truth. justice and the | — — — 


wift to master. American way (who cheered’ 













ler satelite drone ships and “With little time to prevent disaster, 
float through the black ether, also | It’s war ether way accuracy and speed are paramount" 
act with t ansurpnsin —— — — — 














Your lone satellite batties bravely to save the US from nuclear destruction 
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ven greater heights. 
he origins of Total Eclipse lie 
back in the mists of time when 
Egypt was a mighty nation and its 
Же was respected throughout the 
Mediterranean. The people of the 
tired of the many sacrifices 
ade to their Sun God, rebelled 








resistance resulted in a cur 
from the High Priest. 

The curse wasn't a mild pest 
lence or shower of locusts, but 
‘entred around a massive pyramid 
with a shrine dedicated to the Sun 
Sod at its top. If the sun was ever 

the curse would cause 

explode - its remains 

mbarding Earth with deadly 

results. Since then the curse has 
fortunately remained dormant 

Bringing us to more modern 
imes, Oct 26 1930, you, as an 
xplorer, are in the right place but 

fortunately at the wrong time, 
Two hours away from the end of 
the world, the moon inches its way 
across the sky towards a total, and 

Beginning next to your trusty 
plane, entering the pyramid 
auses the claustrophobic work 















ith Driller and Dark Side to their name, Incentive 
have wallowed in success since the birth of Fi 
cape. With a 15% speed incre: 
(60 in all), the Freescape series looks set to reach 











and more rooms 








ficialas they 





мок urter locations 
Peer amid the desert | 
sands 

Y protection, you are armed wit 
a limitiess-ammunition pistol 








1 ancient Egypt to соте to Ме 

















Alth 
mies or scarab beetles to be found 
in the pyramid, the gun comes іп 
handy for other things: matching 
ieroglyphics, when shot in sequ 
ence. doorways, and treas 
ure chests are shot open for the 
prizes within. 
ег than the impending doon 
of the planet, you can die through 
dehydration (avoided by filing 
your water bottle from troughs) or 
Suffering a heart attack (your he 
beat increases should you be 
exposed to poison or fall from 
ledges). Resting calms the heart | 
but time is always moving on - the 
total eclipse draws ever ne 
Played in real-time, Total 
Eclipse shouldn't pose апу 
immediate problems for veterans 
of the previous Freescape games 
It follows the same pattern in style 
and use of commands, but it's the 
puzzles which bring out the be: 
the game. With its puzzle-orien 
tated gameplay and down-to 
earth setting, the realism and 
sense of atmosphere are faultless 
And puzzles aren't restricted to 
separate chambers but expand 





gh there aren't many mum- 







































































SPECTRUM 48/128 
Cassette: £9.95 | 
Diskette: £14.95 

Driller now looks positively slow in comparison with the latest in 
the Freescape series. As in Dark Side, the monochromatic design 
of each chamber adds immensely to atmosphere and creates а 
frighteningly realistic game as a result. This is heightened by the 
simple but highly effective sound of your heartbeat. 


OVERALL 91% | 

















Diskette: £14.95 | 


There is a slight, but nevertheless welcome, improvement in | 
speed over previous Freescape releases. Sound effects and 
overall presentation are much the same. The light colours used 
perfect atmosphere for this type of game - more so 

¥ or Dark Side 








than in 


OVERALL 92% 











OTHER FORMATS 


A Total Eclipse is imminent on the Commodore 64/128 (Cassette 
£9. te £12.95). Atari ST, Amiga and PC versions will fol 














low next year. 
Puzzling over a strange pyramid room - note the lower glyphics - 


Spectrum screen 








A number of neigh | ing out of hair 


ns can make up one | | Tota/Edipseisthebestyettom | ‘With its puzzie-orientated gameplay and 
and often hieroglyphics | Incentive. Th 


matched to kaco open |- vapa of es iiavas жаа down-to-earth setting, the realism and | 
w regions. The pre- | with ine incredibly atm = * sense of atmosphere are faultless” 

wires and pressure | 0 sold graphies of Freescap 

provide an unseen form of ical exp 

and сап йек — be missec 
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ESPIONAGE 





accumulating loot. 
At the centre of the playing area 
are four micro-flms containing 
vital information. All-important 
money is made by getting a micro 
film back to your base or by ter 
minating another player's agents 
Each player begins with 12 
agents split into three groups: six 
ier, four secret and tw 

















lance. Courier agents move 
diagonally; secret agents sneak in 
direction and surveillance 
move along horizontal or 
а! lines. АП may move any 
number of spaces on their tum, 
vided they don't travel over no. 
areas on the board 
























As time goes, spy! 
Terminating an 
gap 


vided ther 


gent is akin to 

in draughts. Pr 
is a square just beyon 
your opponent in line with the 
direction you are trav 


can jump 
nate, that p 


мег, and hence termi: 
You may termi 
pieces in one gc 
shouid the situation allow. 
ther features include agent 
exchange, sanction and détante. 
Exchange allows a player to swap 
ion of any two of his 
а move similar to castle- 
hess. This is extremely 
and can drastically alter the 
| state o 
Sanction should only be used by 
d players. If an ager 


папапана: 





ing agent and choose 
зо, they can be san 
'onsequently 
game. 

Det 
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whole game or individual 
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riginally devised as a board game іп 1984, Espionage 
was rereleased during the summer of "88 and sub- 
sequently converted to the small screen by Grand- 
slam Entertainments. A game for one to four players, 
the objective is to become Master Spy - achieved by 






| 
| Cameron peeking out from behind his copy of the Sun to mas 


cours at the start of 
play. Each player moves their 12 

апу position on the 
board regardless of normal move- 


ading Espionage, you are 
а series of game 
number of 
players, either human or computer 


imit for the 


I SPY WITH MY 
LITTLE PIECE 





the sanction feature or not. 

Players status is shown to the 
right of the screen. Just below this 
an options icon. The status box 
ay be replaced by a menu featur 
ing options to aid play. For exam- 
ple: Zoom gives a magnified view 
©! a chosen section of the board, 
Pause freezes the game momen 
tarily, Hint gets the computer to 
Suggest a move and Quit finishes 



































ave been пісе if a skill 
level option had been included, as 
it stands it takes a lot of practise to 
match the computer 

fans 


However. 
Strategy board game: 
should enjoy Espionage. 


CAMERON 
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‘The slowest of the bunch - it takes an age to think about moves. 
Graphics and sound are not particularly outstanding but they 





ime — the player with the 
most money is declared winner. 

Espionage may be tackled on 
two levels: each player trying to 
terminate as many of the others 
within a set time limit or as a full 
blown strategy game. 
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“A fiendishly 
addictive дате” 











STALLONE 


He's back and this time he's taking no prisoners! 
Colonel Trautman has been captured by the 
Russians in Afghanistan and there is only one 










person capable of freeing him. Negotiate the 
minefields, explore the Russian camp, lay 
boobytraps, avoid detection, 
free the Colonel and then 

„.. Move on to the 
explosive climax! 
RAMBO IS 
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СЕТТІМ 
ADVENTU 


STEEL SHAVINGS 


Psychadelia is not a favourite mode of mine, and so it was with 
horror that | looked upon my adventure section in issue 12 of 
ТОМ. Rest assured that the graphics in Fish! do not actually 
|| look like this. In fact, would the real graphic please stand up! 
|| , To Anita of Magnetic Scrolls, Claire of Rainbird and you, may 
|| 1 apologise on behalf of the Newsfield film-planning 
department and suggest they leave the wild mushrooms alone. 
As for this month, not one adventure has graced my desk! So 
to prove I'm not one to panic in a crisis, here is a look back on 
the adventures 0/88... No it's nota fill in... honest! 
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of the title Adventure Of The Year... | that you couldn't die in the game 
(f were awarding titles that is. made it ай the more enjoyable 
Not far behind come Jinxter | іп Police Quest you are one of 
(TGMOO3, 92%) by Magnetic | Lyttons finest and as such are 
Scrolls and another Sierra title, | expected to keep the streets safe 
Police Quest (TGMO04, 92%) for Joe Public. Should you prove 
Jinxter! has an unusual plot: the | yourself а good enough cop. yc 
good fortune of your homeland is | may get a job undercover - and 
decreasing rapidly. Evil magicians | with it the chance to thwart the 
are behind the phenomenon, your | dastardly doings of Death Angel, | 
task is to find charms and a | evil gang leader. 
bracelet with which to send them | Cartoon-like graphics апа 
back from whence they came. hilarious situations made Police 
eat graphics and good | Ouest far from forgetable 
puzzles made up for the toungue- | In the mid-summer dese 





in-cheek scenario, and the fact 


s the old year fades to 
the distance and a new 
one begins, | thought 
I'd light my pipe, don 

my slippers, snuggle down 

п front of a real fire and 





reflect on the adventures of 
1988. 





or Activi 


year f 














staggering 


Space it features 
his engineer 














Roger Wilko — played by you 
Humour and comical graphics 
abound, and combine brilliantly 
with taxing puzzles and an alien 











adventures Legend Of The 


Not any ordinary bridge this, it's a Magnetic scrolls creation, so anything can happen - Amiga screen. 




















ADVENTURE 
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(TGM008, 91%) appeared as if an 
oasis. | grabbed it thirstily. 

Evil wizard, Suzar is causing 
and your band of five 






men have been charged with 
finding a legendary sword and 








That was the year 
that was 
в next, not usualy my 


h, but Magnetic 
jondertully 












of Inter-Dimensional 
je. You and your kind are 
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field a Dutt 


adventurers — they 

ventional locations ала the option to play the game 
e very pretty | inthe more traditio 

in something. driven ac 





graphics add a ce 
Infocom | hear you cry. 


Ж trilogy has kept 

appy for many hours 

pably Infocom’s best 

enario. Perhaps trying 
this — ә 







Attractive graphics and brilliant gameplay 


fortress amid crea io But oh how the 
flickering torches giv 


— VASE CreepnQ mo tha | teeing otinvoverent ° | mighty fell 
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m MIN 72 
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ڪڪ 
northwest. Ingrid could see sone prickly branbles.‏ 


| hat gno? n 
| Ingrid vent gnorth and vas outside the witch's cottage. The road went through 
the gate here and a high fence stretched all around the cottage. Exits led 


northeast, east, south, southeast, southwest, west, gnorthvest and inside. 
ngrid could see а wooden gate, a painted sign and sone statues of stone or 
concr 

What gnou? | 


Lovely graphics and loads of text try unsuccessfully to hide an awful plot ST screen 























SLOT 
NEWS 


GOOD news for Nintendo owners 
~ Tengen, the software division of 
Atari Games have set up а 
‘separate entity unit called Tengen 
Japan, their concerns being the 
development ої — Nintendo 
software alongside coin-op 
games. Tengen have been 
responsible for producing many 
ап Atari classic of modem times, 
the more recent games include the 
Superb Toobin’, Xybots and 
AP.B. Let's hope some of the 
magic of their coin-ops is captured 
in the games for the Japanese 
console. 

Continuing in the Atari vein Atari 
have recently unveiled not only a 
new game but a new idea in video 
game presentation as well. The 
‘game is called Cyberballand if you. 
‘can imagine the rough-and-tough 
play of American football coupled 
with a future setting and robotic 
players then you're halfway there. 
‘The game is played with up to four 
players around the cabinet, the 
1wo player version having players 
next to each other rather than 
opposite. Team play and singular 
player action are catered for and 
the game looks set to be a winner 
= with a very original idea and 
Atari's quality touch when I comes. 
togame-creation it should do well 


THE NEW 
ZEALAND 
STORY 


Taito 


hen coin-op 
manufacturers start 
producing games about 
Kiwis, you know that it's 
either a мегу clever 
marketing ploy designed to cash 
in on the ‘cute’ success of games 
like Bubble Bobble, or someone 
high up in the company is off their 
trolley. New Zealand Story is the 
sald game and it doesn't look as if 
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anyone at Taito is mad. 
Мо futuristic world or primitive 
land at the dawn of time setting for 
this game, The New Zealand Story 
takes us Down Under to the isles 
off Aussie country where Maoris 
live and geysers gush - 
Zealand. It is here that the 
live in harmony, at least t 
live in harmony until the big, 
‘and blue leopard seal of the | 
Island came along and spirit 





soul that he Ме, ітіз 
feathers 10 get through 10 and 
release his mate. The baddies to 
‘away from are often very cute. 
tolookat (such as аса! and deadly 
snails) and lul the player into a 
false sense of security. Poor Tiki 
can wind up paranoid very quickly 
in this game! 
Avoiding cute but ultimately 
deadly enemies is the name of the 


CONFRONTATION: 
COIN-OP 


When he's not playing R-Type 2 on the 
office PC Engine, Robin Hogg is out tasting 
the real thing in arcades around the 
Will he become hopelessly addicted 
Ghouls “п” Ghosts, New Zealand Story 
Gang Busters, or will the curse of 
pockets force him to return? 


collected, baddies leapt over and 
‘more to help in the rescue attempt. 
The action is familiar and has ali 
the same charm and style of play 
ав Super Mario Brothers, Bubble 
Bobble and the like. Playability of 
‘course is the game's selling point 
and The New Zealand Story has 
‘more than enough of it. 

When 1 first saw TNZS it was 
tucked away in the comer of the 
arcade while big title coin-ops 
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Capcom 
(Preview) 














sing the new CP system 
technology, the follow-up to 
Ghosts ‘n’ Goblins is an 
outstanding game, and a 
major change from the 
original tite. With little more than 
the style of gameplay and the 
knight himself to bring back 
memories of рап one ~ Ghouls 'N 
Ghosts is simply superb to look at 






А heavily armoured demon giving 
Gur tin-sulted hero a tough time 

- with the new technology and 
graphic techniques first hinted at 
in Forgotten Worlds coming to 
light in all their glory. 

Мом a king, Arthur the brave is 
having trouble with his beloved 
princess who's got herself 
Captured again, With three years 
©! plotting to draw on the baddies 
have cooked up some real mean 
battles and opponents to face. 

Not only are there six types of 
weapon to use but sorcery as well 
Using the gradual build-up 
method made popular in Н-Туре 
the sorcery is not only spectacular 
‘on the eyes but spectacular in its 
devastation. Arthur _ leaps 
platforms, climbs ladders, defeats 
mega-baddies (take a look at the 


Lancing a monster to make a path 
through the platforms of the horned 
mountain 

Devil of Darkness to see how mega 
they can get) and creates havoc 
on each level with all the appeal of 
his earlier days. 


All the frenetic action of 
Ghosts 'n' Goblins is here (but 
with much trickier sections to pass 
and harder opponents to defeat). 
Ghouls ‘n’ Ghosts is a 
considerably stronger title than 
nearly all other Capcom games so 
far. The graphics have to be seen 
to be believed and the thoroughly 
addictive gameplay should see the 
crowds flooding into the arcades. 
Capcom have got it made for 
1989. 





Копаті 


ollowing The Main Event, 
Konami seem to be going 
slightly astray with their 
coin-ops. | Thundercross 
isn't the most awesome of 
machines to grace the UK arcades 
recently and Hot Chase may not 
survive the battle with Sega's 
Power Drift and Taito's Chase НО. 
Even the Nemesis seres is 
beginning to look a little worn. 
The same thing can be said of 
their latest machine Gang Busters. 
Two cops (with an air of Laurel and 
Hardy about them) are out on the 





Data East 
(Preview) 
cean have the rights to 
RoboCop, the computer 
game, weil tied up, and with 
the fim aiming to be 
permanently out on hire at 
your local video shop over the 
Christmas period, Data East 
Couldn't have timed the release of 
their coin-op conversion better. 
Set in Delta City, RoboCop 
features a metallic Judge Dredd 
patrolling the streets, dealing out 
death to those he feels deserving. 
The Dragon Ninja influence is 
prominent throughout play as the 
main character moves against a 





beat in Crimesvile USA - the 
toughest patch of city ground 
around. This is a relatively new 
concept in coin-ops but an original 
idea can't lift the game from its 
tactus. — 
gameplay. 

Crooks are wandering free in the 
city and one or two of the city's 
finest are on patrol to stop them. 
Criminals, very petty crooks, 
muggers and other citizens on the 
wrong side of the law persist in 
trying to see off the two lawmen, 
but a burst from a gun should 
convince them otherwise. Aside 
from moving through to new levels 
the objective is to arrest the crooks 
carrying bags of swag around - 
collect and deposit them in а 
police wagon to gain extra 
weapons, 

The action takes place down by 


backdrop of horizontally-scrolling 
ruined buildings, dark alleyways 
and grimy streets. 

И you've seen the movie, you'll 
recognise a lot of the scenes: the 
garage, drug factory and even the 
OmniConsumer Products central 
building. With Data East's graphic 
prowess used to the full, the visual 
impression is stunning. 

Collectable extra 
improve — the — cyber-cop's 
firepower against chainsaw- 
wielding, knife-throwing, 
motorbike-riding criminals. While 
this is hardly a пем idea, the more. 
powerful weapons prove as 
devastating as they seemed in the 
film ~ they define the word ultra: 
violence. 

In between the horizontally 
scrolling levels, RoboCoptakes on 


weapons 





the docks, through city streets and 
Other screens which aren't 
particularly brillant choices for 
backdrops. While graphically 
adequate, the game does have 
‘some humourous touches. If you 
want a really entertaining police 
game, go for Atari's АРВ. If 
you're looking for a remix of an old 
idea this may be worth a go. 

1 can see why Commando 
games still appeal in this day and 
age but they do need that extra 
something to survive. With Gang 


Busters there isn't enough to 
provide anything more than 
mediocre satisfaction, Тһе 


‘addition of a dual player mode and 
horizontal scrolling help but the 
game is a loser to begin with. In a 
word, disappointing. 


а mugger who uses a woman 
hostage as a shield and practises 
his aim at the 3-D gunnery range. 
These sections add life 10 what 
could otherwise be а repetitive 
game. 

The confrontation with ED-209 
is a real sight to see as the 
comparatively ‘miniscule 
RoboCop takes on the massive 
droid in true player-vs-mothership 
style. 

it you enjoyed the movie (and 
there aren't many who didn’t), 
you'll be enthralled by the coin-op. 
‘The front end is simply superb with 
the shadowy figure of RoboCop 
fading in and out accompanied by 
guns blazing, Likewise, the music 
and speech are direct from the 
fim. Data East have done the 
movie proud. 
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We kick off with Incentive's latest 


Freescape wonder, which can't be 
beaten for depth and has left me 
burning the midnight oil of many 
an occasion. We start with a 
guided tour of the pyramid, before 
moving on to some general play 
tips. 

TOTAL ECLIPSE 
(All formats) 
To get you into the game, here's a 
brief tour of first few chambers of 
the pyramid. For the tour the 
rooms have been abbreviated to 
H=HORAKHTY, P= PHARAOHS 
N= NEPHTHYS, K= KHEPRESH, 
thus K-E is Khepresh-E, N-E is 
Nephthys-E and so on. 
a Collect the ankh on board the 
aircraft and enter the pyramid. 
Collect water from the trough in 
the first entry chamber (H-A) and 
wrench the ankh from the wall. In 
H-B shoot the small cube to bring 
down the stairs which allows 
access to H-G. Inside H-G is a 
poison arrow firing coffin, a water. 
trough and a treasure chest. Shoot 
the lid to close the coffin, collect 
the treasure and water (if needed) 








the brim with poisonous gases so 
move through it as quick as 
possible, The room itself is 
deviously designed with the far 
wall having an unseen gap. To get 
through head for the north-east 
corner then turn east and head to 
the wall, now tum north, go 
forward and then urn west and 
you should see the door out of the 
room. 

After leaving the room take a 
rest to caim your beating heart in 
room K-C. Move around the edge 
of the chamber to the west door 
and through into K-B. Choose the 
left hand door and go down the 
steps and get the treasure from 
room K-E. Go back to K-B and 
through the west door to arrive іп 
the throne room (K-A). Here you 
can observe the bird glyph on the 
wall and sit on the throne which 
will tip you back into М-С and a 
new set of chambers. 

Turing right in this room takes 
the explorer into a chamber (М-Е) 
where a platform rests on a pivot. 
Shooting the platform swivels it 
through 90°. Move onto it with 





and then crouch to get past the 
barrier blocking the left-hand 
door, In H-D shoot the barrier 
several times to remove it and then 
leave via the western door up the 
stairs (the east door is blocked to 
begin with) 

a in H-C you can take а paddle in 
the pool, shoot the arrow and go 
through the Northern door (the thin 
е). In K-E you'll be confronted 
by a coffin on the ground and 
treasure next to it — don't be 
greedy and walk forward as it puts 
the coffin upright and starts firing. 
Instead turn right and go up the 
steps. 

The next room (K-F) is filled to 








three large step size moves 
followed by three small size step 
moves and you should be facing 
the east door, now shoot the 
platform below you and it should 
turn round allowing you to leave. 
the room and enter chamber N-F. 
Here just shoot the block next to 
the bird glyph and the fixed barrier 
ahead of you will disappear. 
Alternatively going left from 
chamber N-F takes the player into 
N-A. Move fast through this room 
(to lessen the damage from the 
poison dart firing coffin sitting on 
the stairs), and take the right hand 
stairs out. In the next room N-B, 
tum right, move round the comer 





YOUR GUIDE TO BETTER GAMING 


usar e| 


[rr ҮВҮНІ ECLIPSE i xn] 


and... . l'Il leave it at that as la 
Andrews may not be too happy if 1 
carry оп! 

® There is an entrance round the 
other side of the pyramid although 
it doesn’t go very far inside and a 
beginner shouldn't bother with it 
© Don't forget that the final 
objective of the shrine chamber is 
at a height of 72 cubits within the 
pyramid. Although progression 
upwards is the ultimate objective, 
many of the puzzles require the 
explorer 10 move downwards to 
complete them. 

'8 Ankhs are the keys to success 
so collect them wherever they аге | other than: 
хо be seen. A key is found in the | в Play the 
aircraft at the start, another in H-J, | experience, and 
yet another in H-E and one more | в Kill the first two lizard type 
for luck hanging by a string from | creatures and don't shoot the ге 
the ceiling in P-F - shoot it down to | Even in death the lizards are 
getit. Another Ankh further on isin | and cause more trouble 
КЕ (24c but it is down at the | they're worth since their bodies 
bottom of the chamber and | explode throwing bits everywhere 
difficult to get at). Go for the smaller bullet-firing 
= Move up to the wall in H-H and it 


crumbles away (the 
stopping at the wall give this 
away) 

шіп H- shoot the pole several 
times to bring down the treasure 
chest it is holding up. 

® Shoot the eyes in H-C and H-E 
to make a match which unblocks 
the western door at the top of the 
stair (subsequently leading to P-F) 


footprints 


A-TYPE I! 
(PC Engine) 


Not т a tip for this near 
perfect rendition of the coin-op 





op to gain 
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THI 
PO Box 10, Ludlow, Shropshire, 
SY8 ТОВ. £40 worth of software 
of your choice could be yours for 
the price of a stamp. Now that's 
gotto be worth a shot. 
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ROLEPLAY 








CTHULHU BY 
GASLIGHT = Sum 


ack the Ripper is only one of the menaces stalking the 
fog-shrouded streets of 1889 London. The folk of this 
bustling Victorian metropolis, heart of the mighty 
British Empire, hurry about their daily business know- 
ing nothing of the sinister horrors that are at work in the 
dingiest back-streets and darkest alleys. Dare you brave 
nameless terrors to delve further into these dark secrets 


muffled footsteps (or sinister slitherings) and with a hand 
оп your trusty service revolver, read оп... 
Fi 


era of history. but not everyone 
falis into this category. Cthulu by 














the Star Warriors space com- 
bat rules if desired. Hours of fast- 
‘moving fun, though perhaps rather 
а slim booklet for the money. 





TGM TX 014:1-8995/148 


© Open 8 Closing 
Ceremonies 
e Multiple player option or compete against 
the computer 
Available now for: Available soon for: 
CBM64/128 € ІВМ РС & Compatibles Amstrad CPC € Amiga € Atari ST € Spectrum 48/128k, +2, +3 























PLAY IT 
AGAIN! 


-samplers are the ultimate micro musician's tool – and 


they usually have ultimate prices. But now one of the best is 
available on the ST for under £80. Jon Bates takes notes, 


ке the Volkswagen Beetle, 
Microdeal's Replay has under 
gone many upgrades and 
Changes. But version 4 is a 
superlative ST sampling pack 
age ~ more a Jag than a Beetle — out 
| stripping all the earlier versions and 
| definitely worth more than а q 
| look at £79.95. Besides software, it 
| includes hardware that fits into the 
| ST's left-hand cartridge slot, provid 
| ing inand out phono sockets for audi 
| connections. 
| Loading the new Replay gets you 
| the main screen. Across the top һай of 
| the screen is a line that will turn itself 














into graphic representation of the 
sampled sound; you then chop up the 
sound, using two vertical cursor lines 
to select the area to work on. The edit 
window is also used for showing a few 
other functions such as score, see: 
TRUM and the list of samples in the 
memory. 














You set the sampling rate (5-50kHz) 
from the menu bar, and also choose 
where you want ihe sound to be 
played back. Repiay won't allow you 
to choose a high sampling rate if the 
sound is to come through the monitor 

aker - but you wouldn't want 
hear it through the monitor anyway 
as it’s really tinny 

You can also set the trigger sen. 
ivity, so that Replay will only start to 
sample above a certain input volume 
level - useful when working with noisy 
sound sources like old tapes or 
rds. It means you don't waste 
chunks ding hiss and 

әске 
Get through these options, play а 
James Brown tape (say) into the hard 
ware using the phono-in socket, and 
press the з key (or, И you're using a 
mouse, click on sw). On the 
1040 ӨТЕМ at a rate of 20кН | found 
it could take about 45 setonds of 







































music, which isn't bad going — and 
vertainly enough to manufacture sev. 
eral chart hits. 


Editing in detail 
The whole of the sample is shown in 
the edit window, and now it's down to 








editing. Move the cursors to the part 
of the sound you want to concentrate 
on, and click on maawry. Now the 
whole screen is filled with the selected 


sample, and you can repeat the pro- 


cess of zooming in on areas of sound | 


and magnifying them. 

Using this process, areas of sound 
can be magnified up to 600 times their 
original onscreen size - ample for cut 
ting out unwanted bi 

Editing itself has several options 
You сап clear a section marked by the 
cursors, leaving it blank or bringing in 
a block from another part of the sam 
ple 

But this shuffles the memory 
upwards - so you have to check to 














see if there's anything important at the 
end of the whole sample, or you'll lose 
it as it falls off the end of the memory 
so to speak 

Any part of the sample can of 
course be reversed - in this mode 
James Brown does a passing imper 
sonation of a Soviet newscaster 
Buock means that anything between 
the cursors is kept to be copied any- 
where. If you press msi the 
block will insert itself twice — this is 
how the 'n-n-n- sound in Paul 
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Hardcastle's 7215 done. 
There doesn't appear to be any way 
you can move a part of the sample — 
that is, cut it out completely and paste 
it elsewhere. Instead, you have to go 
back to the original of the copied 
block and delete it. The system isn't 
very helpful when memory is limited. 
Instead of copying chunks of the 
samples, you can overlay one part of 
the sample on top of another. The 
result is interesting, but it does tend to 


тие both samples and knock the 
overall volume of each sample section 
by half. There is also a fade-in and 
fade-out option for any part of any 
‘sample; you can set the length of the 
fade. 

To set the input volume you have 
scope, which provides a visual display 
of the input signal. The trick is to set 
the level on your sound source so it 
just touches the upper and lower 
‘edges of the edit window. 

Not so useful is the SPECTRUM tea- 
turo, which gives a jolly, moving visual. 
display of the harmonics of the input 
sound, Pretty, but then again pretty 
useless. 


MIDI relations. 
One interesting thing about Replay 
version 4 is that it responds to MIDI — 
not fully, but enough to make it a use- 
ful extension to a home studio set-up. 

Any sample can be played back 
from a MIDI keyboard in the pitch of 
the key depressed. The sad thing is 
that the sample doesn't stop playing 
when you take your finger off the key: 
the program is not set to respond to 
MIDI note-off information. 

It doesn’t respond to pitch bend or 
touch-sensitivity either, though even 
ifit did you'd need more than one pro- 








cessor to cope with all that informa- 
tion. 
Replay can store up to ten samples 


ару спа Mins, eal So MUN n “James Brown 

particular MIDI note - depressing the 

fate on a MID Keyboard pays the Played backwards 

sample. if you havent got a MIDI sounds like а 

keyboard to hand you can use the 

ST's function keys the same way. Soviet newscas- 
Fixing samples to notes or the func- ter’ 


tion keys causes a library overlay to 
appear over the edit window, listing 
the samples, the names you've given 
them and the memory used. One word. 
‘of warning here: when you save а 
sample to disk, Replay only saves the 
data shown on the edit screen. This is 
not explained in the manual. 

‘Samples and MIDI set keys can be 
saved individually or as a set. 


Quietly amazing 
Overall, Replay version 4 is pretty 


quiet in operation, and considering 
that it processes the samples іп В-Ы 


chunks it's pretty amazing. Apart from 
a few minor quibbles, and they are 
minor, I'd say it's worthwhile for any 
ST user 

While it doesn't have all the features 
ol a professional £3,000 sampler, 
Replay has enormous advantages: 
it's very visual and easy to understand 
апа use, and gives a decent sound. 

‘And as if this weren't enough, the 
isk includes a digital drum-kit system 
with full sequencing and sampling 
features, plus a good sound-effects 


program. 

Programmers will be pleased that 
the manual contains full technical 
details of the memory addresses and 
the sample data format, and the disk 
also contains a BASIC folder so that 
‘samples can be played back via 
BASIC programs - inserted into 
games, etc. 

Replay version 4 is а definite winner 
at £79.95 – try it now. 

Microdeal: PO Box 68, St Austell, 
Comwall PL25 4YB 18 (0726) 68020. 
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Playing 

That's how n--n-ineleen is achieved. ог more is gong to give а much better 
Either you tell the sampling device to read — sound. 

the beginning of the sound a certain ‘Well, it will theoretically - but not if the 
number of times, or you define the sector — components themselves are noisy and 
км менім мі сал Аа жиде, prone to removing bits of the sound. 
ото the ront of the sound. 

But because the ear is hard to fool, any All the things they do 
Taf-decent sampler wil need а routine — f you want a tone o be continuous, you 
‘that smooths the passage from оле sice get the sampler to repeat the middie har- 
to the next, otherwise steps can be hear — monics of the sound of, say, a violin. 
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THE FULL STOCK RANGE 


FREE CATALOGUES - Only From Silica 


FREE OVERNIGHT DELIVERY - From Silica 
шина ытын ——— u 


PRICE MATCH - Only From Silica 


01-629 12: 


wide shortage of memory chips, 
пу computers have gone up. From 
il 1988, the Atari ST range is also likely to be. 
For details of any pri 
return the coupon below for our latest literat 


lead 10 allow you to plug it straight into any dome 
television set. The mains transformer is aiso built-in 10 the keyboar 

‘external boxes. You couldn't wish for a more compar 
ymputers are now firmly established in the UK. there 

1 ST computer) trom Silica Shop, you will 

get а lot more, including а FREE Silica ST Starter Kit worth over £100. Read the ONLY FROM 

SILICA section оп the left, to see why you should buy your new high power, low price 52057: 

FM trom Silica Shop, the UK's Мот Atari Specialists. For further details of the range of Atari 

Jy coupon below. 


+VAT=£299) 


Sas к= ш эк тв те ии ши ни из та жы эп ee o ар 
То: Sica Shop Lid, Dept GAM 14 | ‚1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Road, Skicup, Kent, DAH 4DX 


g PLEASE SEND МЕ FREE LITERATURE ON THE 


Sumame: 
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U.S. Gold, way ahead of whoeve 


£12.99. £14.94 
SPECTRUM аяЛ так 
ғ12.99:814.99: 
AMSTRAD ОС 
£12.99. £19.99; 
MERCENARY -ARMAGEODONMAN 
BOBSLEIGH - TANTO = KENO 
HARDBALL - LEVATHAN, 
SHACKLED™ ~ CHOLO 
on RAM" 


HISTORY IN THE MAKING 
сам AE 
£24.99. £29.99; 

m «ал 20k E24,99. 

AMSTRAD GE 


£24.99. £29.99; 


spec 





у. OUTRUN - POLING THUNDER 
723 = CALFORNA GAMES, 

i 4120 £12.99: £14.99, 

mm 4x £12.99, £ 14.995 

ansia £12.99. £14.99. 
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the World Available 
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VOTE FOR THE BEST ІМ 1988 


Computer Leisure 
Awards 


For the first time ever, you will be able to join with the readers of many other British 
magazines to decide who and what was best in 1988, Awards will be made to software 
producers resulting from your voting through, this, your own magazine, for what you 

considered to be the best games you have played on your 
computer during the past year. 

Many other magazines are carrying this voting form. It means the results will truly be 

democratic, and.therefore really mean a lot to those who receive them. 

The votes will be collated by an independent company, to whom you should post your 
voting form, and the awards will be presented at the Computer Leisure Industry's ‘get 
together’ — Computer Arena — in March 1989. 

So, simply fill-in the voting form below, cut it out (or photocopy it) and send it to: 


GAMES OF THE YEAR 
MICHAEL BAXTER 
SOLUTIONS PR 
2 WELLINGTONIA COURT 
VARNDEAN ROAD 
BRIGHTON BN1 6TD 


1 COMPUTER LEISURE AWARDS 1988 VOTING FORM | 


























Пу Please tick the computer format you are voting for: | |3) Please state what you consider to be the BEST 
GAME OVERALL of 1988: 
AMIGA Û] 
AMSTRAD CPC 
ELECTRON Е 
COMMODORE 64/128 4) Which Software House do you choose as being the 








most consistent in producing high quality 


PC COMPATIBLES computer games during 1988: 


ATARI ST 
SPECTRUM 















































2) Please name your choice of best game (from the format ticked above) of 1988: 





1. Best ARCADE game 








2. Best ADVENTURE game 








3. Best STRATEGY/WAR game 








4. Best MUSIC with game 








5. Best USE OF GRAPHICS 























г--------------------- 
Lo ج س س س س س س س س س ت ت ت ت ت‎ 





| Reese аа 


SHOPPING — 











La a E 





7-””.......77777777777747474. 








“ы ы... ы ы ы ыы YA 


оқуы CBM und ard provom "аме 
— — 
— —— 
Dera (ust to be on 1e se эбе, and 
— — 

MICRO-MATE PSU (or C84. Các and 





vezo) 
OFFER 1996 T249 


холоат 
rains tape — on your 
—— 100% cng succes eve 
ол the most costrale — 
— — — 
Wan Te net cf an LED атау v ope 
par rescate Озше v ore ir 


ГС 
OFFER 3098, ic 


AMIGA GOODIES 


 MICRO-MATE PSU 


RECO 


ACTION SERVICE. созан 





y OFFER 18 Ton 


там 

ATARI ST disk OFFER 1596: 
ALBEDO, Locus 

табам 

ATARI ST dak OFFER 18.90 

AMIGA disk OFFER 15.99 
ALEX KIDD. Mastorvonic 

КЕ 

SEGA cartridge OFFER 19.98 
ALTERNATE REALITY. THE CITY. 
crine Ana 

REN 

AMIGA disk OFFER 18.98 
ARKANOID 2: REVENGE OF DON. 
[^7] 


SPEC `3 анд OFFER 10.44 
ATARI ST disk OFFER 18.09 
ATROM Pues 
таом 
AMIGA disk OFFER 11.08 





AMIGA A520 MODULATOR: 
Сото Атев — 
намат" 


ООММ 3.0 WITH A500 ADAPTOR 
Captures mage — 
OFFER өй TS 


AMIGA DIGIDROID. 
Ан ter whee et алатын» 
ЫТ 


* Сен, 
OFFER 50.96 
AMIGA RENDALE OENLOCK. 


D rA 
pa ны 
OFFER 249.99 1256H | 


EASYL DRAWING as GRAPHICS 

TABLET FOR АЗОО 

Deane Part | & 2 compattie re Cae 

Part prog ud rera акчу ane 
pd 


ED SOFTWARE 





ATARI ST disk OFFER 19.90 
MAZE HUNTER 3D. Victore 

тәтем. 

SEGA cartridge OFFER 19.95 
E. pei a 

AMIGA dink OFFER 15.05 
MIRACLE WARRIORS. 222 

ЕТІ 

SEGA cartr OFFER 32.95 
MONOPOLY. Saco 

Тасы. 

SEGA cartr OFFER 29.95 
MEBULUS Hows" 

к 

ATARIST disk OFFER 1599. 

AMIGA дык OFFER 15.99 
METHERWORLD сус 


CHERRY A3 DIGITISING TABLET 
Мола wit Атқа. Ata ST and FC and 
рата Tories wth Growing ss and 
‘OFFER 400.98, тоон 


XEROX 4020 COLOUR INK JET 
PRINTER. 


rts seven хаил colours or more than 
"SOOO trades i ertrced mode rrt a 
раро n Кау Morus wies cour 
cs wih ach wet ami Pe enr 
aw coe Ora arc 40 pa etr Qu. 


eren 122200. 1261 


XEROX 4020 STARTER PACK 
Tee paper ri eto А сатун ni 
oper колуму d 

Geren өлө ТОО 


XEROX CUT SHEET FEEDER 
ета 
OFFER 20500 1065 


PROFESSIONAL PAGE 
остан боштор раче, 
tur Separator and. CAD Posonii 
—— 

OFFER 100.08 ioo 





тэты. 
 CBMO4/128 cass OFFER 7.00 
—— OFFER 11.90 
ATARI ST disk OFFER 18.00 
AMIGA disk OFFER 15.90, 

— TEEN, Cascade 


TOO, 
— cous OFFER 7.95 








AMIGA dak OFFER 23.95 
 PACMAMIA orci 
TEY 
AMIGA disk OFFER 1896 
PENGUIN LAND. sin 





* 
AMIGA lak OFFER 7.90 

US Gold 
T3050 
|SPEC4N/126 cass OFFER 7.24 


AMIGA dsk OFFER 18.0. 
SALAMANDER magne 
HEY 


— cass OFFER 6.44 
SPEC 3 dik OFFER 11.95 
— OFFER 7.20 
 CBMGA128 disk OFFER 10.40 

SAMURAI WARRIOR. Frodo 
kc) 
— cass OFFER 640 
‘SPEC 3 disk OFFER 10.40 
AMSTRAD CPC cass OFFER 7.20 | 
AMSTRAD CPC disk OFFER 11.95. 
— cass OFFER 720. 

— disk OFFER 11.95 

SANXION ташти 
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PUZZLED??? 


PUZZLED??? 
Not yet, but if your soft- 
ware order exceeds £5.00, 
you will get free an amaz- 
Ing, Intriguing, Why-Did-I- 
Ever-Take-It-To-Pleces 30 
MINI PUZZLE. 





А ASTRO PUZZLE 

B SIXBRICKS 

C SATELLITE PUZZLE 
D TRICKSTAR 

E TRIPLE KNOT 


tesom 
(CoMe4/128 coss OFFER 799) 
Сөмеі/і26 disk OFFER 10.48 





ATARI ST dak OFFER 19.09 
AMIGA disk OFFER 23.90, 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE. rre 

TION 

— cass OFFER 7.95, 

‘CaMea/t20 зак OFFER 10.40 
SPACE НААР Еле 

тем 

ATARI ST dak OFFER 1896: 
SPEEDBALL rage vios 

AMIGA disk OFFER 15.90 
STARQLIDER н orte 

тоем 


ATARI ST disk OFFER 19.05 
AMIGA disk OFFER 19.96 
STAR RAY Logaiven 
таом 
AMIGA disk OFFER 16.95. 
STREET SPORTS SOCCER, US сос 
"озм 
CBMSA/128 cass OFFER 7.99 
CBMG4/128 дик OFFER 11.09 
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Subscribe to twelve issues of ТОМ and Mercy 
Dash will display her body and soul to you for a full 
year. Yes, Robin Evans has risked life and death 
(and worse still . . . ) to bring you 12 sordid pic- 
tures of the software industry's virgin-like saint 
and saviour. The stupendous 13 page spiral bound 
А P x calendar can be yours if you subscribe now to 
Чо) Look GREAT ч 4 2 в ТОМ. She's mad, she's bad and she'll be after you 


EEC! 
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Тһе Special Software Discount Offer Prices only apply to. 
recommended retail prices for software, not to already high- 































MEDIA | PRICE 











Iwant to subscribe to 12issues of TGM and receive the 

MERCY 

ме already gota ТОМ subscription, and itis running 

сазвана отаи falces and 
easy MERCY DASH calendar. 

it am a current subscriber, but do not wish to extend 


‘subscription, | can still get the hardwaring 
BASH calendar lor apitar 5а 'a special subscribers 








Please tick the appropriate box: 
C Lenclose £18.00 for a new ТОМ subscription main- 


C lencioset25.00toranew TOM subscription outside, 

a [йозе ti ora now TOM subsoription outside 

[Г] Гепсіозе £3.95 for the special subscriber MERCY 
DASH offer. 











Гат a new subscriber. 
Jam an existing subscriber. My subscription 


— my nibii жені кейіне 


EARLY WARNING: 
Ifyou wish your sub to commence with Issue 15, we 
must receive your coupon: December 

















по later than 27thi 





Please allow 28 days for your free gift. 








BA ISSUES “BAGKISSUES "BACKISSUES “BACKIS Pease make cheque costal orders payatioto 
BAQISSUES'BACKISSUES'BACKISSUES'BACKIS EID e rr ata TM 











SEND THIS FORM TO: 
TGM SHOPPING, PO BOX 20, 
| LUDLOW, SY8 1DB 


{LURRAL RRR AA AAAA 
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Tf fF MP EF AV E A AAA OOO A AAA AAA CUM £M, 


4 





5 
al, Workbench 1-3, Basie, E 


PL US POSTRONIX pon PACK 


les 10 Blank 
vse Mat 















AMIGA 500 PLus DISK DRIVE AMIGA 500 + 10845 
Т VN 0/ 


10845 STEREO/COLOUR 
MONITOR 


ith PC 


MPS 1200P 





EEL 
STORAGE BOX & 
10 BLANK DISKS £5.00 post and pack 


РЕНИ А501 КАМ 
2 РАСК 





MAX PRINT LINE LENGTH а 512К for the Amiga 





THIS TOPICAL GAMES 
COMPENDIUM OFFERS A TRUE 
SPORTING CHALLENGE 





PLUS POSTRONIX BONUS PACK 
OF E10 OF FREE SOFTWARE 








AN EXCELLENT PACK PROVIDING 
HOURS OF ENTERTAINMENT FOR ALL 
THE FAMILY 








POSTRONIX BONUS PACK OF £100 OF 
SOFTWARE 





1541 1 DISK DRIVE РАСК 


A GREAT DOUBLE THEME PACK 
OFFERING THE BEST OF HOLLYWOOD, 
PLUS A COMPENDIUM OF T.Y. GAME SHOWS 
Бос Mm Ver Pamoa. кез [qp Out De 





















4I Dak Drive. ЮЕ 
Dela, Si Dakene Storage Ben AND GEOS! 





* Pins POSTRONIX BONUS РАСК 
OF £100 OF FREE SOFTWARE 


ICONTROLLER 


A 178) RAM EXPANSION MODULE FOR CBM 19 





Frosh a e 


Т 1 COMMODORE MOUSE 


‘mounted on your computer mole 
отда кее 
Aeyboard whe teat 








— 4 — EXPANSION MODUL үнс COMMODORE * 





CHEETAH 125 
m. Aan. Аталы К 














COMPETITION PRO 5000 





SEIKOSHA 
PRINTER. 


RAM DELTA DELUXE 
MICROSWITCH JOYSTIC 


SLIK STIK JOYSTICK 
CONTROLLER 





Compethie — ЛҮ: 


TACS vex 
CONTROLLER 
JOYSTICK 


CHALLENGER DELUXE 
Compathie wth Spectra (s 














TAC 2 CONTROLLER 
JOYSTICK 


Aun 


MICRO HANDLER MULTI. 
FUNCTION JOYSTICK 











i 
C64 OLD STYLI 5 
СӨС NEW STYL 


A whole new range of innovative 
omputer covers, made from 
hrable clear plastic. Designed to 








fit your computer perfectly ... not — 
only safe from dust but also all. ATARI 520ST 
forms of accidental damage. ATARI 1040ST 


| LARGE STOCKS OF SOFTWARE & ACCESSORIES FOR ALL 16 BIT, $ BIT COMPUTERS- ALSO 
ALL MAJOR GAME CONSOLES - PHONE (0604) 791771 NOW WITH YOUR REQUIREMENTS, 
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‘OFFER APPLIES TO U.K. ONLY. OVERSEAS ORDERS CHARGED AT OVERSEAS RATE 











Beat EPYX- «1. 
then OWN “Ғе 


6 DESIGN agame... 






SSS ч - 
— 
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En garde to beat this: fencing іп Gold Silver Bronze 


© WIN an Amiga... 


It’s going to be a cold, lonely job beating this. -— lugein The 


Games = Winter Edition (C64 screen, TG 

















____ вайн 


(рег Sports fever-is back with the release of 
Épyx's latest Olympic-style challenge, The 
Games - Summer Edition (reviewed last issue) 
We've algeady had the winter version, we've 
had Summer Games and Summer Games il, 
we've had Gold Silver Bronze seven in the 
Series, in fact. 
Itdoesn't seem likely that Epyx will ever run out 
Gf ideas — but just to spark their sporting imagina- 
tions abit they've decided to offer an Amiga A500 and 20 games 
to the best sports-game designers out there. And that means 
you. 
Hey, machine-code maniacs, restrain yourself — Epyx don't 
Need a finished version, all they want is the idea for another 
Games game. 





| 
| You call the tune 
You can use any theme you like —spring games, autumn games, 
space games, early Victorian games — so long as there are eight 
events and they're for solo athletes, not teams. (Football mana- 
gers need not apply.) 

Interested? Take a look at the Games‘$creens here, and if you 
think you can match the standard, just send a description of your 





© PL AY рі ау play! California Games (C64 screen, ТОМЫ, 


COMPETITION 





On your marks to beat this: BMX biking in 


eight events on a postcard or the back of Barry Norman to THE 
EPYX COMP, TGM, PO Box 10, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 1DB, 
to arrive by January 15 1989. 

The best entry received by that date wins an Amiga A500, 
ready to play Epyx games, and the next 20 receive copies of The 
Games — Summer Edition (so don't forget to tell us what format 
you'd like). 

Play on! 


DON’T 
FORGET! 


We bet you thought we were going to remind you about those 
0h-so-boring rules on the contents page. Well, you were 
fight... but there's something else, doctor. The price of 
postage has gone up. 

First-class stamps for an ordinary letter are now 19р, sec- 
ond-class are 14р. Please make sure you put the right stamp 
on all your letters to TGM, because otherwise we have to pay 
the difference, and goodness knows we're not made of 
money. Well, not all of us anyway. 
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exciting and original games. 
Don't miss these three new software 
sensations. 


0 from Rainbow 
Х. N (NS 50 Arts famed for their 


“This is a strategic - Gameplay 97% 
masterpiece Graphix 96% 


which will keep — HH 


you playing Computer Games Week 


Amiga £24.99 
Atari ST £19.99 
IBM PC £19.99 








HELP. 








INFORMATION 


DESK 


Questions aplenty as once more Robin 
Hogg racks his brain for answers to some 


of life’s greatest questions. 


Emic semete of Montrose has а 
question about machine code 
programming оп the 
Commodore 64 


‘= For the past year | have been 
trying to program in machine 
code on the Commodore 64. 
Can you recommend a good 
book and assembler for use by 
beginners? 


Funny you should ask at thi 
time Eric but Leisure Genius 
have acquired the back 
catologue of New Generation 
Software titles — among them 
The Machine Code Tutor priced 
at £14.95 which should suit your 








needs — perfectly. — Contact 
Leisure Genius through the 
Virgin address. Melbourne 


House used to produce a series 
of very useful books for the 
Commodore 64, one of which 
was machine code for 
beginners as it is now an old 
stock product it would be hard 
to find. However, Toys 'R' Us of 
ali places do stock it so try your 
local store. 
Rick Wayne of West Midlands 
has an easily resolved problem. 
а Can you tell me how to get back 
issues of TGM? 
Take a look 
Shopping section of this issue 
апа lo and behold there should 
be a Back Numbers service. 
Simply ring the ones you want, 
send us your dosh and we'll do 
the rest. 
Soo Bong Ang of Kensington 
wnats to know 





in the TGM 








тіз RoboCop coming out on the 
Sega? 


Nothing is planned although it is 
coming soon to the Nintendo. 


For those of you still searching 
for Laser Disk players (and still 
writing in asking where to get 
them from) why not try one of 
the many Radio Rallys held the 
UK. At a recent Radio Rally in 
Carmathen 1 spotted fully 
functional laser disk players 
selling for £12 (yes, one more 
than eleven!) CD players going 
for £90, MSX's at £50 a throw 
and Commodore 64's up for 
grabs at £45. Guarantees for the 
‘equipment are non-existent of 
course but the Rally dealers are 
generally reputable and for 
Computers and other popular 





through World's Fair оп @ 061 
624-3687. 

David Bal of London finds EGA 
confusing. 

= What exactly is ап EGA card? 
What is it compatible with? How 
much does it cost? Is it as good 
as an Amiga? 


EGA stands for Enhanced 
Graphics Adapter and is a board 
















hightechnology goods there are 
be plenty of repair firms around. 
For Laser Disk players though it 
may be a little harder to find a 


repair firm but for £12 you can't 
grumble. 
Mark Watson of Preston asks 


а Can you tell me if there is an 
‘organization similar to the 
Pinball Owner's Association but 
dedicated to video games? | 
intend to buy an arcade machine 
and need some advice and what 
the pitfalls are. Buying blind 
could be very expensive. 


There is no association as such 
but contacting distributors and 
amusement arcades 
themselves is your best bet. For 
further information why not try 
the classifieds in the trade paper 
Coin Slot where distributors/ 
manufacturers advertise their 
machines and PCBs (old and 
пем). A yearly subscription is 
£32.00. Contact the 








subscriptions department 





installed іп IBM PC's and their 
ciones. Boasting a variety of 
resolutions among them 
640х200 resolution modes the 
board can display 16 colours at 
any one time. Priced at anything 
from just under £100 to a 
coupleof thousand (depending 
on the capabilities of the board) 
EGA is well worth fitting to a PC. 
Notas good in use of colours (16 
compared with the Amiga's 32 
minimum, and 4096 maximum) 
EGA does add a lot to PC games 
when the program takes it into 
consideration (example games 
include The Games: Summer 
Edition, Gunship, Elite and 
Sentinel Worlds which is 
reviewed this issue). 

Anthony O'Brien of Merseyside 
wants to know the truth about 
the CD scare stories. 








* How many minutes can you fit 
оп a compact disc? Are they as 
Tough as people make out? Do 
CD's deteriorate with age and 





use? Which two companies 
invented CD's — Philips and 
Sony? Does the laser emit 


radiation? 


CDs are very tough and can 
withstand a lot of punishment 
(although they ае — not 
unbreakable and using them as 
frisbees is not advisable) 
Certain scare stories which 
have emerged _ recently 
regarding the ink on CDs eating 
away at the disc don't hold up 
considering the fact that СО" 
are still a new concept. Philips 
and Sony ha 

the CD field since it first began 
with Philips bringing out the first 
CD based on the now defunct 
Video disk technology. 
Christopher — Philips о! 
Stocksfield wants to know 


e Are there any inexpensive Mini 
Office style programs for the 
Amiga? 15 the Brother M-1109 
‘compatible with the Amiga? It 
has serial and centronics ports. 


A Mini Office style series of 
packages are to be released 
early next year for the ST and 
Amiga. Each package (word 
processor, | communications 
software, spreadsheet, 
database, etc) will cost around 
£24.95 and come as seperate 
programs. Providing you've got 
the relevant serial/centronics 
leads, yes (see your local dealer 
or computer store). 
Thomas Johnson of Newcastle 
says 
ті have a damaged Kempston 
printer interface - where can | get 
it repaired? 
Try The Computer Shop at 7 
High Friars, Eldon Square, 
Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE1 7XG 
(® 0670-351727), they are agents 
for Microbase a local repair service 
so why not give them a try. 




















And finally Following on from the 


PC Engine question in last 
month's Information Desk the 
Engine will run on the British 


electricity supply with an A/C 
adaptor ‘such as the type sold 
through the electrical components. 
firm Maplin (22 01-748-0926) 
price £2.99. Micro Media who 
supply the Engine in the UK sell 
the console with a PAL format or 
SCART interface. Well now you 
know 


Don't keep those questions to 
yourself, send ‘em off to 
INFORMATION DESK and, who 
knows, you might even get an 
answer! No persoanl replies сап 
be given, so please don't send 
SAE's. Write to: INFORMATION 
DESK, THE GAMES MACHINE, 
PO BOX 10, LUDLCW, 





‘SHROPSHIRE, 5Ү8 108. 
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ECTOR 
ҒТУ/АН 


SPECIALISTS ІМ MAIL ORDER 


Dept. 8 

VECTOR SOFTWARE 
10 Barleymow Passage 
Chiswick 

London W4 4PH 











Advance Orders Accepted 


(Weekdays 10 am - 6 pm) 
ENQUIRIES ALWAYS WELCOME: 
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i ШЕ... Orders normally 
Hz. Sy М despatched 
= КЕШ” 44 мйһіп24 hours. 
m—— ey 3$ Orders payable 
кетші i os 12 o VECTOR 
ELS i SOFTWARE 
SH 3$ ^ Anytties which 
E 1 arenotyet 
: 38 ^ released when 
z О "ordered will 
: 18 besentonday 
: 18 ofrelease. 








prices include VAT and p + p in UK. Ple: 
require. 





р + p. Add 60p to your огде! 
‘Vector Softw: 





PC ENTERTAINMENT, 


SEND for our FREE 
CATALOGUE 


THOUSANDS of TITLES 
over 200 for IBM DISC 


.GAMES, 
for most COMPUTERS 
* SPECIAL OFFERS y 


TEL 0437- 721835 


[ |КОҮАІ. GEORGE 
SOLVA HAVERFORDWEST. 
DYFED WEST WALES SA62 6TF 








8 BIT/16 BIT GAMES 
REQUIRED 


We urgently require 8 bit/16 bit budget games 
on Spectrum 48 and 128k, Commodore 64, 
Amstrad, Atari ST/Commodore Amiga formats 
for immediate evaluation with a view to 
publication. 


Good prices paid for quality work. Your games 
could end up as a release on our budget label. 
We are Video Images and are hoping to hear 
from you soon. 


Send any games with accompanying details in 
complete security and confidence to: 


Product Evaluation, 
Video Images, 
| Unit 7, Normanby Park Workshops, 
Normanby Road, Scunthorpe, 
South Humberside. DN15 8QZ. 
Tel: 0724 280772. 














LETTERS 





IN PRAISE OF 
CYBERNAUTS 


Dear Games Machine. 

бо and pat Mel Croucher on the back, 
please, Why? Well, for the briliant piece. 
f journalism on the cybemauts and the 
act that if it wasn’t for the silicon chip. 
they and | would just be sat at home. 
watching the television. Let me tell you a 
story. 

Тат 19 years ot age and am confined 
to an electric wheelchair. The reason for 
this is simple - I suffer from Muscular 
Dystrophy. If you don't know what thats, 
go and look it up inan encyclopaedia. For 
‘those of you without an encyclopaedia, 
{t's like Pac Man (remember him?) 
Basically it's a wasting away of all the 
body's muscles (starts in the legs and 
works its way upwards ~ Pac Man syle). 
Of course, there's a lot more to it than 
‘that, but that will do for the time being. 

Now, If it wasn't for the silicon chip | 
don't know where I'd be. Why? Well, it's 
simple. For a start, to write would take 
well over two hours and there would be 
то way for me to postit. would be stuck 

t home watching TV with noone to turn 
the channels for me. There would be no 
way for me to work or eam a living. 

Thanks to the silicon chip, however, 
it's a case of look out world, I'm here! 
Would you believe what have got silicon 
Chips in? My wheelchair, fora start, has 
{our of them to control movement, lights, 
Indicator and power. Then there are 
computers. Infra red remote controls 
make my Ме so much easier. 

To eam a wage (okay, so it's small 
‘compared to other people) gives you a 
feeling of satisfaction, instead of living off 
the government doing nothing, thinking 
"because I'm disabled why should! go to 
work?’ This is not the way the majority 
of disabled people think. Believe me, the 
amount of people saying things like. 
“Quick wrap him up, he might be cold, or. 
Does he take sugar? when they are 
siting right next to you, happens so often. 
that it is past a joke. 

Anyway, what Гт saying is that 
‘although 'cybernautics' might be a new 
thing for the rest of the world, for the one 
in four of us it's nothing new. 

You haven't fallen asleep on me have 
you? ff you have l'li have no choice but to 
‘confine you to a wheelchair for one day 
and tell you to go and do the shopping! 
Simon Glister. Southampton. 


Dear Games Machine. 
1 moved to Australia from Hong Kong а 
few months ago. I owned a PC and want 
to get a game console, but don't know 











which one is the best for games. 

Over in Hong Kong, there are two types 
f Nintendo = red and white or grey. The 
cartridges are very cheap at between $5- 
$18 and disks are even cheaper between 
$4-$10 and most of them are from the 
arcade ike Double Dragon, Salamander, 
Street Fighter, 1943. Some games from 
Japanese cartoons are even better than 
the arcade games. 

The PC Engine is anew game console 
wth the best graphics but it doesn't have 
many games. Do do you think! shouid buy 
ИО After Burner and Shinobi are ту 
favourite Sega games and tney re out on 
the беда Master System 

So which one shouid I buy - Nintendo 
with disk drive, PC Engine or Sega? 
‘Stan Wong, Australia, 

That's the sixty four million dollar 
‘question, and ultimately it's a question. 
of personal taste. The PC Engine 


followers, we suggest you look at the. 
games you really want to play and then 
See which machines they are available 
ол. 


JUST GLUT WITH 
STUPIDITY 


Dear Games Machine 
т just glut with all this stupid thing! 
What do you think you are? Nero? I'm a 
Portuguese user and | don’t understand! 
Why don't you talk about MSX? 
Whati want to teil you it's thatifthisis 
‘really computer magazine, it should talk 
‘also about MSX! f TGM talks chiefly about 
16-bit computers, why don't they talk 
about MSX 2? You never see an MSX 2 
game? Take a look at Perry Mason - the 
computer game, by idealogic on the 
MSX 2! Sorry ifm rude, I know the MSX 
16 bit has yet to arrive in the UK, but 
consideration is needed! And about 
Dragon Stayer . . . it's a Walt Disney 
‘movie and the hero is not a warrior but a 
wizard and the dragon's lair is a cavern! 
Thank you for the attention. 
‘Sergio Nuno Sousa, Portugal 


Er, quite. 
WHEN IS A GAME NOT A 
GAME? 


Dear Games Machine, 
‘That's it, that's done it, now I'm really 

тай I've just received notification froma 
тай order firm that Federation Of Free 
Traderson the ST, a game that ordered 





READERPAGE 


“To earn a wage gives you a feeling of 
satisfaction, instead of doing nothing 
thinking because I'm disabled why should 
1 go to work?” 

Simon Glister of Southampton scoops this 
months £80 software jackpot with some 
comments that we could all learn from 


weeks ago, will not be available ‘ti the. 
end of November. 

My other experiences over the last 
week or so with various тай order 
companies are the cancelation of ту 
order for the ST version of Kennedy 
‘Approach which in the adverts is out now. 
It's not expected for another month 
Similarly I ordered and рай tor he ST 
version of Barbarian 2 now at least 
another month away 

My suggestions to prevent the hype. 
and to prevent similar frustrations is as 
follows. 
1) Magazines should only allow an advert 
of a new game if here is an anticipated 
release date. 
2) Reviews (not previews) should only be 
‘done when the game is about to be 


are not likely to come out for some time. 
Look at Alternative World Games. The ST 
version was advertised before last 
Christmas. And how about the delay on 
Outrun for the ST last year. Now it's 
Afterburner and R-Type etc. 

Just study some of the adverts around. 
‘can only comment on ST, but bet other 
‘machines are similar. Kristal, Heroes Of 
The Lance, Mars Cops are just a few of 
the culpis. 

Imagine this happening inthe car 
industry. You order a brand new 1989 
‘model and wait, wait, and them find it's 
been delayed and is never going to be 
manufactured. It would never happen, so 
why should it in the software industry? 
Les foh the hype and get he industry 
in 


often as much at the mercy of the 
— and thoir hype as you 
or I. There have been some notoriously 
Jong delays in both the coding and the 
conversions of certain games, some 
lor entirely legitimate reasons, others 
‘more dubious. It would be impossible 
fo check the claims of every advertiser 
and therefore the moral must be that 
when there із any doubt about the 
release date of a product, check with 
the dealer concerned before parting 
with your money. 


ST AND AMIGA 


Dear Games Machine. 

Tm as sick as a parrot of ай this 

ST vs Amiga rubbish. Surely these people. 
‘don’t need to think twice about the facts, 
which are these: 

a) The ST was the only affordable adver- 
{ised 16-bit machine over a year ago 
when most people bought them. Surely. 
‘Amiga elitists don't think these people 
who have bought loads of software for the. 
‘machine will ай swap it for the Amiga? 
b) Games-wise the Amiga is technically 
‘superior and your mags technical run 
own shows this clearly enough even for 
те myopic. 

©) Yes, software for the ST is more abun- 
dantand more often of a higher quality at 


present. If everyone jumps on the band 
‘wagon it will remain that way. 

P.s. As an Amiga owner | am definately 
mot a rich * 

M.Burley, Kent. 


DRAGONS LAIR 


Dear Games Machine 

lam writing to you concerning the article 
in TGMOO9 on Dragons Lair on ase disk 
using the Atari ST. Would you believe me 
Ий you that it could be done on afee- 
ble 8-bit computer using a LD player - 
say the Pioneer LE-700 as used by youn 
your review. Га better mention that the. 
Computer | am talking about is in fact a 
MSX computer which was soid in UK and 
probably stil available at a discounted 
price. 

Тһе model is the Pioneer PX-7 which 
has video input and output as well as 
Audio LER input and output and remote 
control for the LD-700 & LD1 100as well 
аз the two sound channels all the com- 
‘mands needed built in. | am sure Micro- 
deal could see а market fr this system 
эз there are a number of units in UK not 
To mention Japan where the bulk of them 
reside. Al these capabilities are possible 
from a feeble В-Ы! МОХ 

By the way there is a magazine for MSX 
‘owners which your readers might be 
interested in. t's available from the fol 
lowing address: Computer Forum, 

PO Box 87, MT Hawthom 6016, W.A Av- 
strala. 
Craig Hursey, Australia 


APPALLED 


Dear Games Machine 
Re piracy: | enjoyed the feature in 
TGMOT3 on this controversia topic. It is 
Clear that piracy is an almost impossible 
problem which doesn't seem to have a 
definite solution 

However, itinturiates me to see pirates 
at work using peripherals which are biat 
antiy designed for this job. 

1 quote: “You can skip around the pro- 
tection anyway.’ says Robert... Не 
uses Trlogic's Expert Cartridge ~ a com- 
‘mon pirates’ tool. 

Ий is such a common tool used by 
pirates, why the hell isn't it taken otf the 
market? 


I's amazing the innocent stand pirates 
take. They come up with some fascinat 
ing excuses: a) We shouldn't have topay 
for trash, b) И software houses release 
trash they deserve all they get. 

Well, ifthe games are such trash, why 
o pirates copy them? Certainly not for 
themselves. Another lovely quotation 
{rom your article: ‘We don t cal ourselves 
pirates, because pirates do it for gain." 

| See, now, you don't gain anything 
from copying your pai's game. Is just for 
the fun of it only means you don't have 
to pay £10 for it yourself How nice. 


‘Distasteful’ 
Persorally think software buyers are 
‘downright distasteful on the whole. 80% 
^f software buyers have coped or 
received a copy of a computer game, with 





‘apparently no conscience. 
ІН were the software houses, | 
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Wouldn't produce a game for six months 
and see how the buyers feel 

They complain about crap on the mar- 
ket — okay, зо 60% of software is crap. 
But we have magazines which tell us 
which are the good, the bad and the ugly. 

| spend maybe £25 every three months 
‘on one game for my Amiga and it keeps. 
me happy for three months. check inal 
the magazines before | buy and | am care- 
tul. everyone did that, we wouldn't have 
feelings of being swindled. 

Tm afraid that the simple fact Б, 
despite what pirates themselves say, 
piracy boils down to simple human greed 
‘of wanting something for nothing. 
Demetri Panayi 


Fora start, Trilogic's Expert Cartridge 
can'tbe ‘taken off the market’ just like 
that, any more than kitchen knives can 
be taken off the market because 
‘people use them in violent crime. 

Trilogic argue, of course, that there 
эге many above-board users of the 
Expert Cartridge - mainly program- 
‘mers (the example they cite is John. 
Twiddy of Ikari Warriors, who uses it 
regularly). 

And that, in a sense, leads to the 
next answer. Pirates would probably 
prefer to be labelled programmers or 
‘erackers’; t's getting round the pro- 
tection and ‘training’ the game (ad- 
ding infinite lives etc) that gives the. 
real thrill. Copying it and putting their 
code name on itis really just a way of 
‘showing that they did it first. 

n fact, pirate Robert (whom you 
quote) recently told Barnaby Page (the 
‘author of the article) that he never 
plays most of his games. Nor, по 
‘doubt, do many other pirates - and 


We at TGM do think piracy is wrong, 
‘because it's breaking the law. The 

‘statement that pirates want ‘some- 
thing for nothing’ is a simple way of 


‘explaining it as purely greed-moti- 
vated crime, but we don't believe it's 
true. 

WHY NO TV? 


Dear Games Machine, 

Why, oh why, are there no television 
programmes dealing with computer 
‘games and hardware? Even Channel 4 
‘doesn’t have a computer show and | 
‘thought it was supposed to represent 
‘minority interests! There must be milions 
‘of computer owners as well as people 
who use computers for ther jobs. Also. 
Just because a person doesn't own a 
‘Computer doesn't mean that they aren't 
interested in them. Take cars for exam- 
ple, | am not a cars enthusiast, but still 
watch Top Gear now and again. TGM 
must have some high contacts, so 
couldn't you do something to put me out 
of my mise? 

Niels Campbell, Dumbartonshire.. 


Can any of our televisual high-ups help 
Mr Campbell? 
NOSTALGIA 


Dear Games Machine, 
| was recenti leafing through some old 
ZZAP'S dating from 1985 and the 
memories they brought back to me made 
те realise that while from time to time 
the technical quality of games has 
improved drastically, the general fun and 
playability of games has gone downhill 








Look at the ‘excellent’ games of the 


MORE SHORT STORIES 


THE AMAZING 
CUTEY-POQ 





LTIPLYINC 
PART2 


lin4 «323 = Lotte 


CUTEY-POO HURTS. 
HIS PRIDE 





moment: Carrier Command, interceptor, 
Starglider 2 - ай rated highly by most 
‘computer magazines but al proving to be 
ultimately very disappointing п my opin- 
lon. Perfaps it's because the 16-bit mar- 
ket is quite young and companies аге 
relying on graphical excellence to зей а 
game. Carrier Commands slow, frustrat- 
ing and often boring - once the enemy 
carrier is encountered it's a piece of cake 
to blow it out of the water 

‘Starglider 2 паз an enormously large 
playing area but the surfaces are ай the 
зате and the tunnel sequences are not 
‘exactly enthralling. interceptor is easy 
and repetetive. Al of these games are 
‘graphically briliant ~ but so what? | can 
remember paying for hours on end on my 
764 back in 85, and I can remember 
being totally addicted to the games avai- 
able then. Games like Paradroid, 
Ballblazer and, іп my opinion the best 
game ever written Mercenary. 

‘Until find something o interest in the 
16-bit market that really holds my 
imerest Tm just going to have to sit back, 
read my old magazines and reminisce on 
days gone by. 

Ceri Stagg, Southsea. 


AMIGA AND ST 


Dear Games Machine, 
would ike to say that i'm sick of people 
‘going on about the Amiga and the ST. 

The people who write in to you always. 
зау how much better the Amiga is to he 
ST, but the thing that gets me the most. 
‘about these people who have 16-bit com- 
puters is that they don't know how lucky. 
they are. Don't you think that any com- 
puter you might have is better than none. 
ша? 

1 would like to say how much | enjoy 
your magazine. Гуе been collecting it 
‘ince issue one and find tat i's improv- 
ing as the months go by. 

‘Oh - | would like to say something 
about a certain A S Tee from Worcester- 
‘shire in TGM 013. What on earth does he 
need all those STs for? 

Well keep up the good work and hope 
your magazine continues going strong. 
Malcolm Major, South Humberside. 


Dear Games Machine. 
After reading your great mag for nearly 
‘one year now. I thought | might as well 
write to you. 

1 must give you some very BIG thanx. 
{or your mega-supersonical-uttrabri- 
lignt-astonishing MIDI supplement т 
TGMOI2 No, | mean it it's briliantin its 
‘simplicity. Finally someone had the idea 
of putting everything about MIDI together, 
not just for the beginner, but also for the 
‘more advanced musician, 











And just in ime - | was looking for a 
reasonably-priced MIDI keyboard (after 
fiddling with my ite Casi), and ater 
reading your supplement I finaly could 
‘make up my mind. By the way, Ive. 
bought he Yamaha PSS 480 ~ its great 
stuff lor ittie money! 

Aiso, | wil be looking forward to more 
information about that new games con- 
sole. Remember the PC Engine? Only one. 
month ago everyone was convinced that 
this was he cing cake, butitseems there 
arent that many people who can buy it- 
зо please don't rave too hard. It might 
tum out lo be ess 'super than you think, 
though | hope it wil be great. And when 
they manage to drop the prices of the 
— eme want b ere 


‘And пон for a question about the 
great-looking Battle Chess for the Amiga 
= could you tell me who t's aimed at? As. 
stated, It looks and sounds good, but after 
а few games one probably will get very 
tired withthe very long pauses because. 
some data must be loaded. 

‘What do you end up with ater this? A 
‘chess game real chess fanatics won't buy 
- really isnt strong enough. Psion 
Chess butchered Battle Chess in ten test 
games (Psion on my ST, Battle Chess on 
my friend's Amiga). 

‘And arcadeholics who can't play chess 
wil ask themselves why they bought it 
‘once the novelty has worn out. 

Rob Negerman 

Karei Doormanstraat 3 
7204 JH Zutphen 
Holland 


New console? We assume you're talk- 
ing about the Konix Slipstream, and 
there's more news on that in this 
month's TGM Report - including the 
good tidings that software will cost as. 
ше as £15. 

Battle Chess is the computer equi- 
valent of a coffee-table book - some- 
thing which our dictionary defines as. 
"а book designed to be looked at rather. 
than read’. Replace ‘read’ with 
"played" and you probably get the 
message. 


SEXISM (AGAIN?) 

Dear Games Machine, 

object to being called а pervert by 

A Miga and L Robert (TGM012). lam male 
andam not writing from Greenham Com- 
mor. 

‘Women should not be portrayed as sex 
‘objects. Women are just the same as 
теп, except for differences in certain 
body parts. would object to being seen 
as usta sex object, — 
not anyone wants to goat over female 
‘bodies they should buy Playboy, not TGM. 

Now to change the subject! This 
Atari ST/Amiga war is pointless. Both are 





CUTEY-POO GOES 
BANANAS 





ood computers and neither of them are 
used to their full potential. | have an ST 
but I think the Amiga is better in many 

ways, and vice versa. 

‘The price of 16-bit games is lunacy, 
Playability and lastablity are not taken 
into account when 16-bit games are 
designed. In many ways wish my trusty 
‘ld '64 worked! The games were better 
and didn't cost 20 qui. 

Mel Croucher is wrong in recommend 
ing graphic equaliser for personal 
‘stereos. They are just gimmicks that have 
а detrimental effect on sound изну. It 
maybe fun to plat about with sliders, but 
hif В about playing music exactly as it 
was recorded. Many hi-fi experts do not 
even think that treble and bass controls 
‘shouldbe fitted on ampltrs. 

Your magazine is the most interesting 
and sensible one and | think it's great! 
Keep up the good work 
Mark Ivens, London ММВ, 


Dear Games Machine. 
Firstly, пу! congratulate you on an 
‘excellent magazine. Is by tar the best 
multi user mag around. 

Now to the point of fs letter - the 
MSX. This computer is truly wonderful 
andi believe that you cannot put t down 
unless you have played rea/sftware Ike 
Nemesis 2or F1 Spirit You know 
because you have played them, | know 
because | have played them, and if you 
hook up your MSX to a stereo you are in 
for areal reat 

ıt has to be said that no really great 
software support has been given but i 
ould all change if people started to buy 
the machine. You not only have the choice 
‘of MSX but also of MSX 2. What more 
‘ould you ask for? 

‘But now forthe bad news. Philips, 
producers of the MSX 2 see the 16-bit 
micro as the tuture, so from December 
hey wil stop producing MSX 2. This was 
heartbreaking, but now Philip a 
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PRETENTIOUS 
SOFTWARE 


оп any topic, and though we don't pay for 
thom, you get your name emblazoned in 
fine ink on every copy of the magazine. 

Truly, a priceless heirloom of the уре 
setters and designer's art to cherish, so 
send ет into Charts, TGM, PO Bax 10, 
Ludlow, Shropshire 578 108. 





















What they want for Christmas 

© The Amiga A MIDI port, 'cos then Га realy be better than the machine nexî door! 
© Mediagenic (previously Activision) The good old days. 

9 Alan Sugar People to stop calling me a former barrow boy’. stil am one at heart. 


The ST Graphics and sound custom chips, ‘cos then /4 real be better than the 
‘machine next door! 


6 Code Masters The respect we deserve. Also. people to stop making kes about bitie 


© Archimedes owners Software 

© Potential Atari CD-ROM player owners Hardware 

(i oes More pres a Jet Set Way 16-D busines lal very wet 
Ф Jett Minter, Liamasoft Yeah right, an Atari Арад Transputer workstation, a laser 
wdeo projector. imitless supples of Inca-Col, ай of Floyd on CD, herds 0 Kamas to 
molest and ike Peru. 

© The Oric 1A disk drive, another 496K of RAM, and a processor twice the size and 
speed, cos then realy be better than the machine next бооп Оп, and some software. 
And some users. 


© Robin Hogg, ТОМ Corinne Russell and an F-19 jet for extra trust power. 


e charts 





[BRITAIN'S BIGGEST. 













OUR FAVOURITE PHRASES 


Ф ‘Unfortunately ttis disk Г т showing you doesn't have that feature, but 'U be briliant 
in the final version." 


Ф "1 can't tell you offhand what the memory requirement is, but I'm sure it wil 
work on your machine, now if you'd just sign here ..." 


© The PC Engine is defintely 6-b’ 
© ‘The PC Engine is definitely 16-bit" 

(© Well be sending you the Parsec Pixel Plus next week 

© ‘Can we have a double-page spread lor Budget Rip-off Simulator please?" 


Opara on TOM Popart? Oh um, tm iid sr ати crow company 
boss] is away ali 


1 IBM PCs 00) 
2 Amstrad PCs, CPC, РОН range, Spectrums (197) 
3 Hewlett-Packard printers (218) 

4 Virgin Group Virgin, Mastertronic. Melbourne House labels (282) 
5 Motorola chips for Amiga, ST and Apple Mac (304) 

6 Toshiba PCs (334) 


Business Machines С64. Amiga (726) 
10 Apricot Computers PCs (742) 


Ocean. eat your heart out - a recent st of Britain's top thousand companies showed 
that the money's stil in hardware. And here we reveal the op ten firms in microcomput 


9 
For each company we've shown what micro products they make, and (n brackets) 
where they rank in Me list ofall companies. (For trivia addicts, British Petroleum takes 
rst place) 
PS: We missed out British Telecom, the county's number four frm, because 
Telecomsof is such a tiny part of heir activities. 
SOURCE Te hanes 100 Rame парат 













WHO'S lii SUING li WHOM 


Simulator. 

r TE anak 
Formula Grand Prix ов! is a rerelease of Formula One trom CRL. who can be found. 

‘elsewhere in the ligation chart 





OCAL are suing Electronic Arts... for allegedly not paying them £204,000 in 
royalties. 


е. unauthorised vie of thot 
Vf raten Wii алып 203. The wart Moet W тир, und 


‘Schwarzer — apparently ‘complained tat Agu 
Кт? which is also involved. ` 
The new judge had ‘assigned by late October - he contacted Apple 


ot appear in certain quarters of the British computer press til ate November. Fist 
news, then nonnews.. every week) 











беу hang Whom tats жеп ec p ume 
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DESTINY. 





wrapping up fish. 


strology wil never seem the 
зате again - now the 'eaven- 
Gazers luttergd> "Gellar, of 
astrolabe,,\sextant, compass 
and endless chars-flüs been 
терасе а тие The principles 
haven't changed, but, astrological 
softwa effoctively takes the legwork 
but of calculation. 

Planets move. іп, .mathematically 
Bredetermined субёб sûjt is possible. 
1o, Quickly chart the position of any 

jWerplanaf'ith pinpoinfaccuracy, 

usartds of years into thé past and 

jfto thé füture. And, of course, com- 
‘puters don "make mistakes. 

Bome programs also fWovide- 
interpretation; Nat only will they Pro- 
cess all the natal data to gerlerate the 
birth chart, but they'll you what it 
means as well. 

‘And though astyBlogy is a vast sul 
ject, atitsmathemnatical roots itis on- 
Corned. will. fhree basic variables; 
‘Sighs, planets and houses. 


Inside the zodiac 

The 12 houses Of theequal house sys” 
tem - begt Коуп a&'thesigns of the 
zodiac - fepresent spheres of activity 
The Second house; for instance, 
Текей with money: the Sixth with 
health, thé tenth With cafeer, and so 
on. 

The sigh of each house shows the 
way in which these Befivities wil. 
обо, while the planets show where. 
and whet, 

The sigh which is coming over the 
horizon at'tpemoment оба person's 
WAN js and constitutes. the 
овдо о! Jh diviston-of the first 














SOFTWARE E 
RISING © 


“If today is your birthday, your hard disk will crash.’ That's the 
familiar image of astrology - pseudomystical columns 


But as TGM discovered, there's more to stargazing thon 
meets the eye. And now you can do it on your computer 
with PCA Jon Rose puts the future in your hands. 


poule; Tid corresponds to tho temp- 
— and outward hátürtiof the 
person, or nate Any planet сїюзЁ' бк 
the ding sign falso Sioiegnt to the 
astráloger. 

Newspaper  dstrolagy/ columns 
condim .themeives, only with sun 
'signé.- Gancer, Seftieril, Each of 
thesa, covers ‘several мбай 
therefore appligs to hany peopfés 
исе (be binii chart, which is as 
uniquéffs лори еуел twirss are 
borrhitinutes apii 

The pesition of the Sun the birth 
charirébresentà ре өр, or con. 
зоа minde ûn which itis found! 
Ift. and fhe rising Sigma provide to 
importat persanality traits die mon 
is şafî to signify the unconscigiis or 
iofüffivo mind (while Mercury Tepes 
бов reasoningand intellectual ability: 

‘Once the basic chart has been con- 
Structed, and'tneplanets placed in the 
Various hasë, the next thing the 
astrologer turns to is the aspects. 
These"araithe relationships betweer. 
іле planets depending upon their dis- 
tance apart in the chart. 

The astrologer will generally ignore 
variatiohs of 8 either way ~ for exam- 
ple. 122° and 188° would both be 
‘rented as 180°. This margin, which 
can Bé'hanged, is known as the 
applying orb: 

Two planets 1B0Mapast are said to 
bal İn opposition. if "уне, close 

Within the applying orb. they 
аф said to be in Сой The 
ther main configurations. to be сопе 
sidered -arensexties” (60), squares 
(907 and trines (1207. 












‘can also construct your own. text. 


РСА © SPECIFICATION 


“The basic PCA program covers ай house systems, transits, soar and lunar returns, progres- 
sions, tertaries, midpoints, harmonics, and synastry with composite and relationship 
charts, and gives full printer support and a clock facility for astrology ‘of the moment’. You 


that's where The Electric Ephemeris's 
PCA software comes in. 


Onscreen astrology 
After booting up PCA, the user must 
input essential details for the birth 
chart: name, date of birth, time of 
birth, zone, town of birth (longitude 
and latitude), harmonic, orb and print 
er. (Usually, the default values will be 
used for the numeric variables.) 

The program comes with а gazet 
teer covering 1,000 major towns and 
cities, for which it will automatically 
produce the longitude and latitude. 
This is a very useful facility because, 
when in doubt, you can always input a 
town near to the place of birth. There 
% of course a facilty for saving your 
own map references to the gazetteer 
file, 

Zone is a variable which can be 
ignored it you have already converted 
birth time to Greenwich Mean Time. In 
this case, the zone would be 0, the 
default. British Summer Time is zone 
1 and so forth. If the place of birth is 
west of Greenwich, the zone will be а 
‘minus number 

— relers to а way of 


LIFE THE UNIVERSE АМО EVERYTHING 


‘The princples of astrology are based on a very ancient world view. пал ls a microcosm of I. 
‘universe, and all events are suly kred in space and bme 

‘But in practice lew astrologers have a coherent theory for how their subject works - they simpl 
argue thatthe universe behaves as f dors work 

Many people who look a astrology eral, such as astronomer Patrick Moore, ue an absurd 
‘meaningless system But at s because they take Погаіу This з obviously nonsense. because Ue 
postion d a planet in a constellation is relstve to the vantage point ot me observer - no planet can 
‘actualy be lı a sign, merely appears to be rom our viewpoint on earth 

Astrology is in act, а symbobc system which simply uses the convenient framework o the ig 
L] 


How it works. 
Ву knowing the precise time and place of someone's birth you Can, cross-referencing with an 
astronomical ephemeris and an atlas, plot the position of e planets within the zodiac at the тотеп! 
‘of birth The resulting hard copy is called a natal chart. and purports to show the personality and Mer 
 pottntai of the native. 

Further calculations can help the astrologer see what future forces wil affect the native, and when 
More sophisticated techniques can be used to analyse the state of nations, or to look at specie. 
questions 


But is it science? 
‘The calculate side ol astrology is entirely scientific. because anyone with an ephemeris and an ata 
‘can produce exactly the same chart However, this s only hall the story. 
The interpretation o ne chartis eminenidy unscientfc because по two people wil provide exact 
‘he same conclusions, Rough astrologers wi argue that there should be similarities between hem. 
‘Once he has constructed a natal chart, the astrologer 8 overloaded with information and it's up к. 








— a ааа — 





gnathbmatically advancing the birth 
Өм for a given year. But harmonics 
arda relatively recent innovation, not 





‘ts available on PC, Amstrad PCW and CPC6128 at £80, and on all Spectrums at £60 
(only 500 entries per file and no gazetteer or text facility). 

Foran extra £33 you can have the more advanced program, which includes an interpre- 
tation manual and example disk files. 

There's also PCM, a stand-alone program for natal charting only, with ready-made 

text. This wil construct the chart and provide printout. PCM is available on the 

PC, Amstrad PCW and CPC6128, retailing at £180. 

“The Electric Ephemeris, 214 Finchley Road, Hampstead, London ММЗ БОН 28 (01) 








-egsential, and so this number can be 
TO = READ Ehrat the default, 1 

Ore allows the user to specific how 
Recommended words of wis- |X wide or narrow he wants the aspects 
‘dom: The Astrologers Hand. | ` to apply. By default this remains at 8 
book (1973) by Francis When this data has been input, the 
Sakan and Louis SAcker, | user can choose whether to use а 
Penguin Books, £5.95 paper-| printer or not. The complete birth data 
back. can then be saved to the data file for 


later use. 
‘And what to do next is up to the 
user. 








435-4619. ] 








ALSO © AVAILABLE 





















anwar house Astraca ofr a ran 
pular formais, особи CE4/128, An 
PC prediction 



















import ауадай 95 from MGA Softcat 7 
J dictve astrology), The Astrologer Yan is switch 

ystems, times and dates, and the clock ca ali day 

The program is RAM-resident, so you can switch to it from another application at th 
ss of a key (but it takes 95K 

printout facies to comp а unc 

we also available 





Data on demand 


oy | 

| 
ra, | 
№ | 
an | 

| 
int | 

| E] 4 Prosressed 
an Т Transit 
nt AUT 
i Hr 

12 
n [kms | 
— 

" S Printer Of 
ty 


vl Menu screen of PCA - with all these options, the 


z | Advanced functions The secret's out: ТОМ Editor Jon Rose's natai chart 


wn by PCA on a CPC screen 








" А e display 

n x j pack 
: Елес фанат 
planets are gene That's flexibility _ the subject, t wil be 
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THE FOLLOW UP ТО FOOTBALL DIRECTOR, 


N 
4 


GAME -- 
Ж ww £19.9 
CURRENTLY ONLY AVAILABLE BY MAIL ORDER 
FEATURES INCLUDE 











TO OBTAIN A FREE CATALOGUE 
STRATEGY GAMES JUST ENCLOSE А 

OTHER GAMES STILL AVAILABLE BY MAIL ORDER. 
FOOTBALL DIRECTOR(48K) = £9.99 

WEMBLEY GREYHOUNDS £7.99 

INTERNATIONAL MANAGER е»  <799 

2 PLAYER SUPER LEAGUE O ® £7.99 


RECORDS FILE с Ф а £3.99 
SPECTRUM 48КС-: SPECTRUM 128K с> COMMODORE 64 B 
AMSTRAD СРС 464 ғ. AMSTRAD CPC 6128 ww 
PLAYING TIPS FOR ALL OUR GAMES £1.00 
Cheque/P.O. made out to D 8 H Games plus a large S.A.E. with 25p stamp 
attached. Please state clearly which да! games you require & for 
which computer. Also write your name & address on the reverse side of 
any cheques. Overseas orders please include £1.50 Postage & Packaging. 
ОЕРТсм, 19 Meline Road, 
Stevenage, Herts 502 8LL 
ENGLAI 
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CONTENTS 


= 126 HARDWARE 

= 132 PRINTERS 

= 135 REPAIRS 

= 136 TOOLBOX 

= 137 COMPETITION RESULTS 
= 138 CLASSIFIEDS 

= 142 TRIVIA QUIZ 

= 145 CONTROVERSY 

= 146 ENDPIECE 
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‘ost people know what 

they want in a computer. 
but it's not always easy to find 
ош the exact details of who 
offers what - particularly when 
new hardware is surrounded by 
even more hype and technojar- 
gon than the latest games. 

You may want to spend the 
rest of your life in joyous har- 
mony with an Acorn 
Archimedes, but do you know 
what its screen resolution really 
is, or how many notes it ca 
play? 

Youmay want to take partin 
the perennial ST vs Amiga. 
argument, but where do you 
find the facts? 

id armed with this 
on you can bravely 
waltz into your local dealer and 
say'I know what I want so give 
ittome’. It's also guaranteed to 
break the ice at parties. 

For each machine we've 
listed: 

















© PRICE (usually the recom- 
mended retail price), including 
VAT - unlike some reports. 
Computers are being sold with 
bundles" (software, joystick 
etc) more and more often, and 
prices change frequently 
Sometimes particular high. 
street shops offer their own 
bundles, so shop around and 
watch TGM for adva 

reports 


© MEMORY-don'tbe fooled 
by demos or publicity which 
show an apparently cheap. 
machine running fantastically 
sophisticated software. 
computers = the ST, for 














instance - come in different ver- 
sions with different memories. 
and because of chip prices, 
memory is currently very 
expensive. This is particularly 
important in packages using 
digitised graphics or sampled 

Memory is measured in 
bytes, kilobytes (abbreviation 
K; 1K=1,024 bytes), or mega 
bytes (abbreviation Mb; 

IMb=1 048,576 bytes) 

A few expensive models һауе 
hard disks – literally that, hard 
disks built into the computer 
‘They're useful for storing fre 
quently-used applications soft 
ware, because you can load 
from them much quicker than 
from a disk or tape drive (ex 
ternal drive"). But for gamers 
they re really a waste of money 











© PROCESSOR. The impor 
tant aspects of a processor are 
a) word length and b) speed. A 
high word length and high 

specd mean complex graphics 








can move very quickly (and 
number-crunching in applica- 
tions like databases is speeded 
up too). 

Word length is usually 8, 16 





tion at one go as an -bit 
achine. Speed is measured in 
megahertz (MHz), which 
means "million words processed 
per second 

‘Soamachine like the Sinclair 
Professional PC, which has a 
16-bit processor running at 
SMhz, munches 8 million 
words, each 16 bits long, every 
second. 











GUIDE TO 


COMPUTER SYSTEMS 


Most personal computers 
have one processor to make the 
software do its stuff; some, like 
the Amiga, also have 'dedi- 
cated' processors to handle 
graphics and sound, which 
speeds them up. 


© RESOLUTION, or the 
number of pixels on the screen 
High resolutions mean more 
detailed, realistic graphics. 

Resolution is measured with 
two numbers: number of pixel 
rows across the screen x 
number of pixel rows down the 
screen. 

However, high resolutions 
сап generally use fewer colours 
together on the same screen, 
because they take more mem: 
ory. Under this heading we've 
noted how many colours are 
ilable onscreen at any one 
time, 


© COLOUR PALETTE -the 
otal number of colours availa- 
ble on the computer (though 
not at the same time!) 


© SOUND. The important fac 
tors here are channels (the 
number of different pitches that 
can be played at a time) and 
pitch range (measured i 
octaves - ап octave is the dis- 
tance from, say, опе C to the 
next on the piano) 

More channels give a richer 
less tinny sound 


© VIDEO, Most games com- 
puters can be connected to the 
TV or to a monitor, via a lead 
which plugs into a port 
Today, most monitor output 
is the high-quality RGB stan: 
¢ older machines 



































(suchas BBCand MSX micros) 
use composite video output, 
which doesn't allow such high 
resolution. 


Ф SOFTWARE FORMAT 
Software comeson tape, disk or 
(for consoles) cartridge. Gener- 
ally this isn’t a factor in purch: 
ing~if the machine is importa 
enough, people will produce 
software for it. However, there 
are a few considerations. 

Tapes are notoriously slow to 
load (and less reliable than 
disks). Amstrad 3-inch disks 
are used only on its CPC, PCW 
and Spectrum +3 models. 
which means graphics, words 
ete stored on them cannot be 
used in another machine with 
out communications software 
and hardware 

‘And if you buy a PC-compa 
ible, try to go for one with a 3.5- 
inch disk drive 5.25-inch disks 
are fast becoming unpopular 
and the software supply in that 
format may dry up. 

Also, if you're doing more 
than playing games, make sure 
the machine can format large 
memory disks (all blank disks 
must be formatted before use). 
Tt could be frustrating to write 
450К masterpiece if all you've 
gotisan Atari S20STFM- yes 
the memory can handle it, but 
disks formatted by this model 
can only take 360K of d 

Blank disks usually cost 
around £3, 


© PORTS. Joysticks, printers 
modems, mice, MIDI music 
equipment, extra disk drives ctc 
all pluginto special ports. Make 
sure the model you choose h 
all the ports you need - and 
where salesmen are concerned. 
never take ‘probably’ for an 
Ф SOFTWARE. Is obvious 
but... that incredibly fast 
cheap new wonder is useless 
unless there are some games to 
run on it 
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ACORN 
ARCHIMEDES 


PRICE Cheaper models range from 
£801.60 for the Archimedes 305 - 
which includes the keyboard, mouse 
and one external disk drive - to £1,280 
for the Archimedes 310M which also 
as a colour monitor and PC emulator 
(so it can run PC software) 

MEMORY 305 models 512K, 310 
‘models IM. 

PROCESSOR 32-bit Acom ARM, 
MHz. RISC [Reduced Instruction Set 
Computing] technology increases pro- 
cessor speed but its real value is still 
debated. 

RESOLUTION 320x256 up to 256 
colours on screen], 640x256 [up to 16 
colours on screen} and 6401512 [up to 
16 colours on screen but needs a mul- 
tisync monitor}. Great potential for 








graphics 


COLOUR PALETTE 4,096 colours 
and shades. 

SOUND 16 channels (В left and 8 
right) 6-octave range. One builtin 
speaker but stereo output is available. 
Excellent sound chip rivals many iow- 
cost synthesizers 

VIDEO Composite video and RGB 
‘outputs. No TV output. 


SOFTWARE FORMAT 35-inch 


disks. Formats to BOOK 
PORTS 9-pin mouse socket. 3.5mm 
stereo jack. 55-423 serial Centronics 
compatible parallel UO interface. IEC 
320 video outlet. 64-way DIN. 41612 
expansion port. But for MIDI a £7935 
‘expansion card is necessary. 

SOFTWARE Despite gloomy tak. 
there are over 200 releases for the 
Archimedes — but only 13 games at 








last count! These include Terramex and. 
the famous Zarch, both at £19.95 
(some £14 95 titles available too] Ter. 
ramex requires а 310 model, but most 
Tun on the 305. There are arcade and 
adventure construction kits, some 
impressive graphics software and 
essentially one music package (EMR 
Arpeggio Music System, £29.95}, 





16-BIT 





ATARI ST 


PRICE 520 STFM £299.99, 1040 STF 
£599.99. Both have one builtin 
extemal disk drive. Often available 
with alot of ее” software. Also Mega 
SIZ [£1,034.99 with mono monitor) 


and Mega ST4 [£1,379.99 with mono 
monitor) 

MEMORY 520 model 512K. 1040 
‘model IMb, Mega ST2 2Mb, Mega ST4 
awe. 

PROCESSOR 
68000, 8 MHz. 
RESOLUTION 640x400 in топос. 
hrome display, 640x200 in 4-colour 


lébit — Motorola 





display and 3201200 with 16 colours 
COLOUR PALETTES!2 colours and 
shades 

SOUND 3-channel 8-octave through 
TV or monitor. 

VIDEO RGB. TV port on 520 model 
and expected for future 1040 model 
SOFTWARE FORMAT 35-inch 
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| SOFTWARE 


disks 520 model formats to 360K 
1040 model to 720K 

PORTS 5-pin MIDI in and out. RGB. 
Serial modem. Two mouseloystck 
ports. Cartridge. Second disk drive. 
Hard disk. TV port [only on 520 model 
SOFTWARE Support for the ST has 
been rapidly growing during 1988. 
Most new B-bit releases are now con- 
verted to the ST. Though the sound 
Chip 8 poor compared with the C64 
and the Amiga, the ST now dominates 
music software because of the built-in 
MIDI ports. 


COMMODORE 
AMIGA 


PRICE The Amiga A500 including one 
builtin external disk drive, "free soft 
wate’ and a TV modulator is £399 99. 
Without software and modulator, they 

бе found cheaper if you shop 








around. The Amiga А1000 is only 
available second-hand. The Amiga 
2000 starts at £1,489.25 including. 


‘mouse. Packages including the A2000. 
a monitor anda hard disk are also avail- 
MEMORY A500 model 512K, A1000 
—— model 1М0. 
PROCESSOR 16-9: Motorok 
68000, 7.14 MHz. The processor runs 
‘lightly slower than the ST's but spec 
lalist graphics, video and sound chips 
енесімеуу make the Amiga faster than 
the ST for games 




















RESOLUTION Several modes from 
320x200 (32 colours onscreen} 
{640x400 |16 colours onscreen}. Some 





art packages offer an additional Hold 
And Modfy (НАМ) mode which 
allows all 4,096 colours on screen. 


COLOUR PALETTE 4,096 colours 
and shades 

SOUND 4-channel, 9-octave range. 
Stereo output through monitor, TV or 








hif system. Bulletin synthesizer 
peaks typed-in t 

VIDEO No built in TV port but a mod. 
lator is available RGB output to 


FORMAT 
disks. Formats to BBOK 

PORTS Audio left and right. two joys 
tickimouse, RS-232 serial, Centronics 








paralel, RGB, additional disk drive, 
monochrome video, expansion bus 
No builtin MIDI port - a serious prob 


SOFTWARE More is coming out, bu 
n the games front the Amiga is stil 
behind the ST and 8-bit computers 
Over 1,000 business and applications 
programs are available. 


PC-COMPATIBLES 





NOTE The original PC was produced 
by IBM in 1982. But though IBM are 
stl the largest single PC producer, set- 
ing about 28% of all PCs, dozens of 
others produce ‘compatibles’ which 
Tun the same software and are often 
PRICE Prices start from 
Sinclair Professional РС 
monitor} and ise... as high as £9; 
(Compaq DeskPro 386). 

‘Affordable models include Commo- 
dore PCI (effectively the cheapest 
£36999 with mono monitor), Olivetti 
Prodest PCI (£399 with топо 
monitor}, and Amstrad РС1512 
(E458 85 with mono monitor] 

PCs are usually sold with monitors 
MEMORY From 256K upwards, at 





£34385 














least 512K is recommended 


PROCESSOR PC-compatibies are 
usually described as 16-bit, but in fact 
there are 8-bit and 32-bit models as 
well. Early PCs used the 8-bit Intel 
8088; most now use the 16-bit Intel 
8086: and the expensive new genera- 
tion uses the 16-bit Intel 80286 or 32- 
bit 80386. 

‘Speed on cheap machines ranges 
from 4.77 MHz leg Commodore PC!) 

'BMHz [eg Amstrad PC 1640) 
RESOLUTION Originally designed as 
a business machine, the PC had very 
basic graphics. But there are now three 
common PC colour graphics standards. 
Important: Software written for опе 
standard will only run properly on a 
machine conforming to that standardi 

The standards are 
© ССА (Colour Graphics Adapter) at 
320x200 (4 colours) ог 640x200 
(того); 
© EGA [Enhanced Graphics Adapter) 


8-BIT 



























at 6401200 — 
ours) or 320x350 (350ine mode 
also 16 colours) or 640x350 [mono]. 

© VGA (Video Graphics Array) at 


COLOUR PALETTE EGA 64 сок 
and shades, CGA 16. 


16 cot 


(640x480 (16 colours). But this is rare 
and doesn't work with ordinary RGB 
‘monitors. 

‘Some PC-compatibles have builtin 
ССА EGA or VGA - check which. 
and add-on graphics boards (or dis 
play adapters | are now available from 
about £100. 

There are also numerous obscure 
graphics standards including Hercules 
2nd МОА - both mono only. 


SOUND One channel, but the speed 


Of the processor allows pseudo-three. 
designed as a music machine. 


be produced. Nc 


VIDEO No TV port. Output usually 


via RGB. 





SOFTWARE FORMAT Older mod- 
els mainly have one or two external 
drives for S 26-inch disks, but 3 5-inch 
disks and drives are taking over. Al 
drives format disks to 360K; some d 
PORTS Vary from model to mode 
Most have expa 85-232 serial 
and Centronics parallel port: 
SOFTWARE Huge range of utilities 
word processors etc [because over 24 
millon PC users worldwide) Also more 
games than you might expect. largely 
Because of the many PC game-player 
in America. However, poor display and 

















sound are problems and PC-compat. 
only into games, graphics or music. I 


buying a PC for utlities, check which 








version of MS-DOS or PC-DOS operat 
ing system is supplied — a primitive ver. 
sion older than MS-DOS 32 or PC 


DOS 2 X may cause problems 





AMSTRAD CPC 


PRICE The CPC464 
£199 wit 
monitor or £299 w 
CPC664 models are 
d The CPC6128 [one bui 
35k в £299 with 
monitor or £399 with colou 
MEMORY | CPCA64/CPCóó4 
CPC6128 128K 
PROCESSOR 8-bi Zilog Z80 
RESOLUTION 1603200 (up 
ours onscreen}, 320x200 (4 


nger produ 





















MHz 





COLOUR PALETTE 27 
shade: 

SOUND 3 
available. Sound quality is reminiscent 
Y early arcade machines. No MIDI 

ns 

VIDEO Monitor supp 
models. RGB sync output. 
SOFTWARE FORMAT Tape or 3 
inch disk. Disk drives format to 180K 
on each side. 

PORTS CPC464 has Centronics paral 








паге! 8-octave through 











wath 











беріп DIN RGB with sync lumi 





ance, 35mm 
PCB extension p 
85-232 serial inte 


faces. CPC664/6128 


socket, joystick 














have Centronics parallel, 6-ріп DIN 
RGB with sync luminance, 3.5тт 
stereo socket joystick, cassette роп. 
PCB extension port and second disk 








SOFTWARE Most Spectrum and C64 
games are converted to the CPC but 
they tend to run slightly slower. Also a 


good selection of word processing. 
graphics and music packages 


COMMODORE C64/ 
C128 


PRICE C64 is £14999 including dedi 
ated Commodore cassette deck and 





ten games. C1280 including disk drive 
£399.99. 

MEMORY C64 64K. С128/С1280 
28K 


PROCESSOR C64 8-bit 6510 2MH2, 
С128/С1280 8-04 6502 plus B-bit 
Zilog 280, MHZ 

RESOLUTION C64 320x200 (8 col 




















urs onscreen, but attribute system 
limits the number of colours that can 
e placed adjacent to each other] 
CIZBCI28D in 128K mode has а 
resolution of 640x200 

COLOUR PALETTE 16 colours and 
SOUND 3-channel B-octave sound 
monitor/TV. The 6581 SID chip (Sound 
Interface Device] is one of the most 
iophisticated sound chips on a B-bit 
omputer 

VIDEO TV ports on all models. C64 











has а composite video port, C128) 
С12ВО both have RGB ports for an 
80-column display. 

SOFTWARE FORMAT Tape or 5 25 
inch disk (C128D only). Two external 
5.25-inch drives are available at extra 
{formats to 140k) and the C1571 (for 





mats to 340K). Blank disks very cheap 
but easily damaged. 

PORTS RGB (C128/C128D], c 
site video (C64), two joystick ports 
Cassette, TV, expansion port, serial 
(nonstandard), user port 
SOFTWARE The Commodore 64 


xnp 








TGM TX 014:1-89127/148 





BACK BYTES 





мйнез. many imported 
| from America. Many users, so new 


an old computer with 











yet. 280 chip on C128/C 128D allows. 
i to run software written for CP/M 
Operating systems [as found on 
‘Amstrad ‘Joyce’. PCWB256, 
PCW9512, and CPC6128, and Spec 


SINCLAIR ZX 
SPECTRUM 


NOTE T 


е Spectrum, now manufac 
Amstrad, has appeared in 
128K+, +2, +3 and +2A Only the 
last three are now available new. 
PRICE + 2 with built-in tape deck 
costs £139, +3 with one Бийч 
‘external disk drive £199. Other models 
available very cheap second-hand 
MEMORY Mostly obvious from 
names! +2 and +3 have 128K 
PROCESSOR 8-bit Zilog 280, 4MHz 
RESOLUTION 256x192 (eight col 
onscreen, but only two colours 
an be used in any given Bx8-pirel 
» games that use a lot of colour ) 
COLOUR PALETTE 8 colours that 
sed to 16. 
128K, +2 and +3 have 3 
hannel output via monitor or TV. 16K) 
48K/+ 48K have 1 channel output via 
builtin speaker 
VIDEO Al have TV port 
SOFTWARE FORMAT Mostly tape 
Early models load from ordinary cas 
2has built-in 
inch 


SOUND. 


128K, +2 





tape deck +3 
ugh many people pr tape 
because of disk-loading problems. one 
built-in reversible single-sided exten 
disk disks to 180K 


PORTS 


6KI48K/+ 48K expansion 
3.5mm jack sockets to con. 
е Spectrum to a tape recorder 





128/148TGM TX 014 

















Vero phone connector for MIDURS- 
232 serial, two З 5mm jack sockets, 
RGB port, Ver 

+ 2 has expansion port. TV port, 
RGB port and Vero phone connectors 
as + 128K: also two nonstandar 
tick ports and a З Smm socket for 
putting sou 

+ 3 is as + 128K and also has Cen. 
trons parallel printer port and port 
for second disk drive. Early + 3s have 
two 3.5mm audio куо jack sockets 
later modets have one which performs 
the same function. Also MIDI port on 
the later models 

The recently-teleased + 2A is virtu 
aly identical to the +3, apart trom the 
fact that (t has no disk drive. On the 
Outside, t looks hike а + 2 except that 
It's black, rather than grey. However 
it has several serious incompatibiity 
problems and will not work with many 
*2add-ons 
SOFTWARE The Spectrum is 
Diggest-seling home computer in the 
UK and [at an informed guess) at least 
grown of 16-bit ths year, most of the 































ga 
ME 





PRICE The 5 


599%. 











at classics were Spectrum titles 


ny still are. A wide ra 





ІМТЕМОО 





Operated Buddy 
nes at £149.95. 
MORY Not known 








де of utiles 


е. but the machine is 

graphics work. Slow 
Unreliable loading and small memory 
Cause severe problems with any data 
cessing) 





CONSOLES 





ENTERTAINMENT 
SYSTEM 


!ndard version includes 
onsole, game controller [used instead 
of keyboard/joystick] and one game at 
The Deluxe version includes 
game controller, light gun, ROB (Robo 
robot 


and two 
























cartridges are mostly 256K 
PROCESSOR 8-01: 

RESOLUTION 256x240 (up to 52 
colours onscreen) 

COLOUR PALETTE 52 colours and 
shades, 

SOUND 3-channel sound including 
speech synthesis played through a TV 
VIDEO ТУ only. The Nintendo cann: 
ре used with a monitor 
SOFTWARE FORMAT Special 
unerasable — Nintendo cartridge. 
Despite some efforts by independent 
firms, no disk or tape software is avail- 
able for the Nintendo. The Japanese. 
‘owned manufacturer once developed 
а disk drive but abandoned it because 
Of piracy problems 

PORTS Game 
tridge. 
SOFTWARE Games only, £20-£25 
each. So far little software has been 
released in the UK, though hundreds 
are available in Japan and the US (see 
Back Bytes, ТОМО! 2]. Nintendo now 
promise at least two new games per 
month in the UK — some are reviewed 


PC ENGINE 





controller, TV, car 





PRICE £175 for console. power pack 
joypad and monitor interface (RGB or 
SCART) Avallable only from Micro 
Media, 32 Claygate Road, Wimb 
шу. Staffordshire WS12 SRN 
MEMORY NEC, the Japanese man- 
facturers, are secretive: Believed to 
very large 

PROCESSOR Secret again. Believed 
to be а specially-designed 8-bit chip, 
though some reports say 16-bit 

















RESOLUTION 3201256 (up to 32 
background colours and 32 sprite со 
COLOUR PALETTE 512 colours and 
SOUND 6-channel trough TV or 
VIDEO ТУ or monitor Ма supplie 
interface] 

SOFTWARE FORMAT Special 
Unerasable PC Engine cartridge 
tapes or disks, CD-ROM games 
(loaded from disks like music CDs) are 





becoming available in Japan 
PORTS Cartridge siot. one Joystick 
роп, large expansion port [possibly tc 
Connect PC Engines for two-player 
games 

SOFTWARE Games only. About a 
dozen are available ın the UK 


SEGA MASTER 
SYSTEM 


PRICE Games console including light 
qun. game controller and one game 
retails a £79.95 

RESOLUTION 256x192 (up tc 
‘olours onscreen). 

COLOUR PALETTE 64 colo 
shades. 





SOUND 3«hanne| sound played 
trough ту 
VIDEO ТУ only. The Sega cannot be 


used with a monitor 
SOFTWARE FORMAT Special 
unerasable Sega cartridge - no tapes 
or disks. 

PORTS Cartridge slot. two game соп. 
troller ports (for two-player games) 
and TV port 

SOFTWARE Games only, mai 
versions of Sega coin-op games. 


This section is updated every month 
and we make every effort to ensure 
the information is accurate. Let us 
know if we've missed anything: 








REF: QD-80-P 





THE SILENT PORTABLE PRINTER 

The HUSH-80 from Ferrotec is a small portable 
thermal printer, quiet in operation, which is ideally 
suited for home use, office back-up and everywhere 
when NLQ isn't required. Fast'and efficient - no 
pretensions to anything else. Easy to operate, 

quick to load and simple to service. A friend to the 
budget conscious, a professional product at an 
economic price. 


DISK DRIVES 
* Compatible with A500/A1000/A2000 and PC1 


* Both ind 5/4 give 880K Formatted. 
© Throughport, to add more drives. 











THE HUSH RANGE 


FERROTEC 


Dealer Enquiries to Manufacturer: 
Ferrotec Ltd., Unit T9, Stillorgan Industrial Park, Stillorgan, Co. Dublin, &eland. 


$19.95 


INC. VAT 
\. & POSTAGE 
У 


• Enable and disable switch. 

© Very quiet and reliable Drive Mechanism. 

1.3.Metres of cable so you can put your second 

drive wherever you want to 

Full 12 Month Warranty. 

• Made in the ЕЕС to European and British Safety 
Standards. 

* Already 180,000 Drives sold in Europe. 


For More Information Cal 
TWD. Limited, Dublin, Ireland. Tel: 522811 
Twillstar Ltd., Middlesex, England. Tel: 0 
Amtron AB, Houten, Holland. Tel; 03403- 
Bruce Campbell OY, Helsinki, Finland, Tel: 80- 








716551 








-1-9 





25 Telex: 91810. 








WORLOWIDE SOFTWARE 





Low PRICES 


Commodore Amiga Software 


WORLDWIDE SOFTWARE 


FAST DELIVERY 














pros 


Overseas orders please add £1.50 per cass/disk for AIR MAIL delivery. Credit card orders accepted by phone or mail 
‘Advertised prices are for mail and telephone orders. 























KOBRAHSOFT SPECTRUM 48K/ 12807 +2/ +3 UTILITIES 


TO +3 DISC UTILITY:- Transfer tapes lo + 
D progs. Handles Pulsing programs FUL 
Eri 

= Muft-uncton disc uit for tne «3. Мой and read sectors. Ba 
Directory Recover erased les. Lock out fauly ез. Erase/Rename Мез. 
Driven: Easy to use- £12.95 on Disc. An excellent package Cras 
IMBOS 20 - ves 66 NEW Miro drive commands ining MIRROR. 
and талу more. Complete wih 10 mins demo and ORGAN 

ЭТ TAPE TO WAFA DRIVE UTLLITY- Transfer tapes to Walacrve Handles PROTECTED programs: 
Риого programs, FULL Manual FREE Disassenbier - £7.98 

505 ADVANCED TAPE UTILITY. Backup ne vast majorty of your tages Hanes 
ONG blocks (up to 80% by собе compression), Pused programs. Wu 28А ра 
пв 

OBRANSOFT SPECTRUM CODE COURSE FULL couse 29 
{ALL Spectrums Sutable lor everyone. Comes wit FREE Desassembier 
001 PLUS 3 DISC BACK UP UTILITY: Make backups of +3 ordinary AND protected cscs, eer IN STOCK NOW 


ло Disc ort TAPE, easy to use-- 61296 (on disc) SEGA 
ar phone for detailed Catalog 
For more information telephone:— 078 130 S244. Access or Visa Welcome WICO JOYSTICKS FOR NINTENDO IN STOCK NOW 


Please phone above number (24 hour service) The leading Video game specialists. Send for lists (state make of game) 
TELEGAMES, WIGSTON, LEICESTER, LEB 1ТЕ (0533-880445) 


е DISK • SUPPLIES ° 


75.2 33: 






TELE-GAMES 


wp discs; FULL Europe's Largest Stock Of Video Games & Cartridges For — 
Search, Menu 







































ALL UTILITIES COVERED BY OUR MONEY BACK GUARANTEE - BUY WITH E 





ғо 



























* 
Computer REPAIRS ME. eel 
Fixed Super Low Prices! aim. TECHNOLOGY 


Inclusive of parts, labour and УАТ С 


1 WEEK TURNROUND 
* SPECIALOFFERS * 


SPECTRUMS — 14 + Free Game 













































Жо 128 coo Fre Came Mnayo — (pi) || Mnayas Әріге) 
2128 £29 

ыы n Full Lifetime Guarantee/ We also supply Branded 
1541 DISK DRIVE £36 Discs and Amiga Systems at prices too low to print! 
mae” m Please Call 0329 282083 (24hr) 










Please enclose payment with item - 3 month waranty on repair 0705 511439 (Office) 0705 511646 (Fax) 
W.T.S ELECTRONICS (см) Athene Consultants - (Media Centre) Dept TGM 





Studio Master House, Chaulend Lane, Luton, Beds. ША BEZ. Tel: 0582 491 949 


THE AMIGA STARTER PACK 


17 BIT SOFTWARE ARE PROUD TO PRESENT THE ULTIMATE PUBLIC DOMAIN STARTER PACK FOR THE AMAZING COMMODORE 
AMIGA. IDEAL FOR BOTH THE SEASONED USER AND NEWCOMER OUR PACK OF FIVE DISKS CONSISTS OF 


DISC 1 INVALUABLE UTILITIES TO MAKE LIFE MUCH EASIER, MASTER THOSE CLI BLUES WITH CLIWIZARD, KILL ALL FORMS 
OF VIRUS WITH THE LATEST VIRUS KILLERS PLUS MUCH MORE 






mm 16 Stoke Road, Gosport, Hants. LY 













DISC2 THE PROBE ANIMATION: CURRENTLY OUR TOP SELLING DISC! TAKE A TRIP WITH A SPACE PROBE TO AN UNKNOWN 
PLANET SEARCHING FOR SIGNS OF ALIEN LIFE 


MUSIC DISC: FULL OF AMAZING AMIGA MUSIC THAT WILL IMPRESS BOTH YOU & YOUR FRIENDS! ALL MUSIC IN 
STEREO AND MUCH BETTER THROUGH A HIFI. REALLY SHOWS OFF YOUR AMIGA'S 5ОМІС CAPABILITIES TO THE FULL 


DISC 4 GRAVATTACK: SUPERB GAME IN THE MOULD OF ‘THRUST’. VERY PLAYABLE WITH GREAT GRAPHICS AND GOOD 
SOUND. SMOOTH SCROLLING TOO! 









DISC 5 








DISC5 DISC MAGAZINE: THE LATEST ISSUE OF OUR OWN DISC-MAGAZINE WHICH PEOPLE ALREADY LOVE THE WORLD OVER! 
CONTAINS NEWS/VIEWS/ ARTICLES/ART/MUSIC/UTILITIES & А GREAT DEMO! 







PLUS! FREE MEMBERSHIP TO OUR CLUB, WHICH ENABLES YOU TO RECEIVE ALL FUTURE ISSUES OF OUR DISC MAGAZINE 
FREE OF CHARGE 
MANY, MANY OTHER SERVICES AND OFFERS TO 17 BIT MEMBERS 






FULL DETAILS WILL BE SENT WITH THE DISCS! 
















ALL OUR DISCS ARE MADE AS USER-FRIENDLY AND EASY TO USE AS POSSIBLE, THIS ENABLES EVERYONE TO USE THEM AND 
THEY WILL WORK ON ANY SYSTEM - NO WORKBENCH/1 MEG/EXTERNAL DISC/DEGREE NEEDED! 





SEVENTEEN BET SOFTWARE 
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WAKEFIELD WEE INN 
TEL бәк 
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SPECIAL OFFERS TO TGM READERS UP TO 40% OFF RRP 


PROBABLY THE CHEAPEST SOFTWARE PRICES IN THE UK. 
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To order send this form with payment payable to ‘Best Byte’ or Access card details to the address below. 
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FREE microdealer cover up token with every £5 (RRP) worth of software (while offer lasts) 

















PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING ITEMS 


| 





£3.00 per item for Air Mail. Mail order only. Sorry no visa cards. 


Overseas orders add £1.50 per item, outside Europe add 


BEST BYTE (DEPT TGM13), 2 QUARRY GARDENS, TONBRIDGE, KENT TN9 2SG 














GUIDE TO 


PRINTERS 





picture may be worth a 
thousand words, but 
there'll always be times when 
you need to get it all down in 
black and white, And for any 
опе interested in word proces 

sing. desktop publishing, 
accounting or dozens of other 
applications, а printer is the 
most important thing you'll buy 
(apart from the computer and 
software, of course). 
Printers are expensive. Well, 
they needn't be — micro vete- 
rans probably remember those 
smudgy ZX thermal printers 
that were available five years 
ago for about £50. But a high- 
quality impact printer, which 
actually strikes the paper type- 
writer-style, is a complex piece 
of engineering. And it also 
mponents 








includes electronic e 








such as a buffer (see 
box) 

Moreover. the prices are 
probably artificially increased 
because most printer-buyers 
are businesspeople who can 
afford a few hundred pounds 

‘One of the cheapest dot-m 
rix printersaround is Amstrad's 
9-ріп DMP 3160, at £199. And 
though 9-pin printers are often 
sneered at, they re perfectly 

















adequate for everyday use - the 
cult of the 24-pin printer comes 
from businesses which don't 
want anyone to realise they're 
not using a £2,000 typewriter! 
There's only one hidden 
extra in most printers (apart 
from the paper): the cable to 
connect it to the computer. 














Some printers come complete 
with cable; if not expect to pay 


£5-10. 

New ribbons for dot-matrix 
printers cost from £3 upwards, 
though ribbons can be reinked 
cheaper (sce Printer Extras 
box) 


Costly alternatives 
Besides impact printers, there 
are four other main kinds. 

Ink-jet printers and laser 
printers are generally expensive 
and necessary only for desktop 
Publishing or other appli 
where high qui 

Thermal printers are, today 
mostly used for colour printing 
and run into thousands of 
pounds. 

Finally, plotters are used for 
precision drawing — they actu: 
ally use a pen rather than a 
Printhead. Again, they're hor 




















ribly expensive (ranging from 
£600 to £10,000+ ), and really 
only useful for computer-aided 
design. Penman Products used 
to sell a £200 plotter, and 





though they've gone out of bus- 
iness a second-hand one might 
be found 

Glorious colour 


Multiple-colour printing is usu- 
ally pricy too, because not only 
does the printer need to know 
what character to print, it also 
has to process information оп 
which colour to print it 

Of course, you can always 
put a coloured ribbon in an 
ordinary printer so all your text 
is red/green/whatever 

А future Back Bytes feature 
will cover colour printing, 














MODEL Amstrad DMP 3160 
TYPE 9-pin dot-matrix 

SPEED draft 160 cps, NLO 40 cps 
BUFFER ВК 

FONTS 2 draft and 2 NLO, includ: 
ing IBM character sets 

NOTE Epson-compatible 

PRICE £199 


MODEL Amstrad LQ3500 
TYPE 24-pin dot-matrix 
SPEEDaratt 135-160 cps, NLO 45. 
54 cps 

BUFFER 7k 

FONTS | draft, 1 NLO 

PRICE £401 


MODEL Citizen НОР 40 
TYPE 24-pin dot-matrix 
BUFFER 24K 

NOTE Add-on available to make 
this into a colour printer 

PRICE £499 


MODEL Citizen LSP-100 
TYPE 9-pin dot-matrix 

SPEED draft 175 cps, correspon. 
dence 40 cps 

BUFFER 4K 

FONTS 2 fonts in correspondence 
mode 

PRICE £245 


MODEL Epson Lasoo 
TYPE 24-pin dot-matrix 

SPEED craft 150 cps, LO 50 eps 
BUFFER ВК 

FONTS | draft, 2 LO 

NOTE Particulary suited for 
graphics, with a resolution of 
360x180 dpi 

PRICE £442 


MODEL Epson LX-800 
ТҮРЕ 9-pin dot-matrix 
SPEED draft 180 cps, NLO 25 cps 
BUFFER 3k 

FONTS 2 draft. 2 NLO plus IBM 
character set 

PRICE 316 

132/148TGM TX 014:1-89 












MODEL NEC P2200 Pinwriter 
TYPE 24-pin dot-matrix 
SPEEDdraft 140-168 cps, NLO 47. 
56 cps 

BUFFER 8k 

FONTS | draft, 4 NLO 

PRICE £454 


MODEL Panasonic KX-P1083 
ТҮРЕ 9-pin dot-matrix 

SPEED draft 240 cps, NLO 40 cps 
BUFFER 6k 

FONTS 11 character sets for differ. 
ent countries (eg because printing 
French language requires accents) 
NOTE Epson-compatible and IBM 





Low-cost dot-matrix: Tandy's DMP-1 





Proprinter-compatible 
PRICE £350 


MODEL Star Micronics LC-10 
ТҮРЕ 9-ріп dot-matrix 

SPEED draft 120 cps, NLO 20 cps 
BUFFER 4K 

FONTS | draft, 6 NLO 

NOTE Four-colour version available 
for £259 

PRICE £229 


MODEL Tandy ОМР-107 
TYPE 9-pin dot-matrix 

SPEED draft 100 cps, correspon. 
dence 20 cp: 
BUFFER 3k. 





FONTS | draft, 1 correspondence 
PRICE £251 





MODEL Tandy DMP-132 
TYPE 9-pin dot-matrix 

SPEED draft 50-120 cps, NLO 20. 
24 cps 

BUFFER 3K 

FONTS 1 draft, plus ІВМ special 
characters 

PRICE £286 


MODEL Tandy DWP-230 
ТҮРЕ Daisywheel 

SPEED 20 cps 

BUFFER 3k 

PRICE £286 




















ВАСК ВҮТЕ5 





A compact text and graphice printer, capable 
‘fully 












Back to the bad old days? The Printer It 
for Psion's yuppie Organiser ПІ may 
ring back memories of smudgy Spec 
trum thermal printing ..- but if you 
‘must рш your Organised thoughts on 
paper at approximately 45 cps, contact 
Psion at Psion House, Harcourt Stree, 
London WIH ТОТ В (01) 723-9408 and 
foracopy of Psion News, okay yah? 































мс m 

Addresses — Teen 
балы 153584082) 

Amstrad Brentwood Howe, MAD 

109 King Kad Бетони 

Boes Cutt at's a) 


2% Panasonic 300-378 Bath Road, 


Slough, Berkshire SLI 6/8 @ 
(0753) 34522 





Citizen Wellington House, 4/10 
Cowley Road, Uxbridge, 
Middlesex UBS 2XW Ж (0895) Star Micronics Craven House, 
72621 40 Uxbridge Road, Ealing 

sen Pepa тва, London WS 285 (01) 40 
Brentford, Middlesex TW88BR 

(no stamp required) % (0800) 

289622 (24-hour answering ser- Tandy Tandy Centre, Leamore 
vice, phone call costs you Lane, Walsall WS2 7Р5 т 
nothing) (0922) 710000 














Printer extras 








Acoustic box - padded with 
thick foam to reduce printer. 
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SPECIAL OFFER 1 SPECIAL OFFER 2 SPECIAL OFFER 3 
MEGALAND MEGA PACK Hollywood Pa " Pack Compri 
SAVE OVER £250 
GAMES 


at Escape, Blo Hype 


ее Joystick н 
FREE T-SHIRT FREE DELIVERY ташы ни оми 
£399.00 inc V.A.T. NOW 13636 £139.00 inc VAT. 


SPECIAL OFFER 4 SPECIAL OFFER 5 SPECIAL OFFER 6 
Amiga А500 Atari 520STFM 1mb Drive Get A True PC Now 
ıt. Karat oid Il, Black Lamp, Buggy Boy, Chopper X "C1. High Res Mono Monitor 
ble Madne: adralien, Ranarama. Able € ware 
t. Wizball, Xenon Wordpr 
T.V. Modulate Summer Olympiad 


$425 inc V.A.T 








SPECIAL OFFER 7 SPECIAL OFFER 9 


Megaland Mega Mega Pack 
Amiga А500 VISION 2400 


оттапа SPECIAL OFFER t Colour Monitor and Stereo Sound 
Karate Kid | nner, G B. Air Rally £215.00 inc V.A.T. 


үлеме MEDAL Din STAR LC10 COLOUR PRINTER Suitable for 


Ru Amiga, Atari, etc 
£449.00 ine V.A.T £249.00 INC V.A.T. 


SPECIAL OFFER 10 SPECIAL OFFER 11 SPECIAL OFFER 12 


Atari External 2nd Drive СВМ 64128 Amiga External 2nd Drive 


45:00 External 880k 2nd Drive £85.00 
Includes integral P.S.U. гөрі Includes integral P.S.U. 


FREE MEGASOFT SOFTWARE CLUB 


PRIZE DRAW 
ОМ MEGALAN 


Ф 1ST PRIZE - He е 
€ 2nd Prize - 3 x А 
ө 3rd Prize 


MEGALAND 
OPEN NOW 
RETAIL CASH AND CARRY 
42-44 MILLBROOK ROAD EAST 
SOUTHAMPTON 
У ч 0703 332225 OR 0703 330544 
Personal Callers Welcome 


Access 
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GUIDE ТО 


INDEPENDENT REPAIR SERVICES 





'o matter how much you 

care for a computer, 
eventually something goes 
wrong. And you can bet your 
Ме itll happen after the 
guarantee has expired, зо you 
can forget about sending it back 
to the manufacturers. In most 
cases, they won't want to know 

So ТСМ has compiled a list 

of top computer-repair 
firms together with details of 
the machines they service, cost, 
and warranty. 


© Before packing your 
computer off to a repair firm, 
check to see if your local 
computer dealer can 
recommend a local repair 
outfit. I's easier to deal with а 
local firm, because you can 
always go round and knock at 
their door. 


Ф Failing that, it's time to look 

at one of the firms in the TGM 

guide. Phone the company you 

choose and try and get a rough 

puide of the cost ofthe repair, 
jow long it will take ~ anı 








whether they'll give a warranty 
to do it again for free if the 
repair doesn’t work. 


© Make sure that the quoted 
rice includes parts, labour, 
AT, and return postage. 


© When sending your 
‘computer by post, pack it 
carefully - preferably in the 
original box — or you could end 
up paying a lot more than you 
reckone 


© Always include a letter with 
your address, telephone 
number and the effects of the 
fault. 


@ Send the whole package by 
recorded delivery - just 24p on 
top of the stamp cost - and pay 
the extra cash for an advice-of- 
delivery slip (25р if you ask for 
it when you post the package, 
Ssp if yau lenve it eater 

it way you know it's got 
there, you can hassle the repair 
firm if they claim it's lost in the 
post, and you can sleep at nights 
too. 














COMPANY BCL (Best Computers 
Ltd] 

ADDRESS Galaxy Audio Visual, frst 
‘Noor, 230 Tottenham Court Road, 
London WIA ЗАР 

® (0!) 631-0139 or 580-6640 
COMPUTERS REPAIRED Ai 8-it 
and 16-bit models including РС. 
compatibles. 

PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Ai 
PRICES A typical small repair would 
cost £15-£20 

WARRANTY Six months. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Free estimates. Galaxy Audio Visual 





COMPANY The Computer 
F: 

ADDRESS Analytic Engineering Ltd, 
Unit 18A Grainger Road Industrial 
Estate, Southend 552 500 

15 (0707) 618455 

COMPUTERS REPAIRED Al major 
models except Atari 

PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Disk 
drives and printers 

PRICES 67-540 

WARRANTY Three months. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Free estimates. 


COMPANY GSF Services. 
ADDRESS 113 Mountbatten Road. 
Braintree, Essex CM7 6TP 

тт (0376) 46637 

COMPUTERS REPAIRED Ai 
Spectrums 

PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Phone. 
PRICES Spectrum 48K £10.50, 
Spectrum 128K £13. 

WARRANTY Four months 


COMPANY HS Computer 
Services 








ADDRESS Unit 2. The Orchard. 
Warton, Preston, Lancashire PR IBE 
тт 0772) 632686 

COMPUTERS REPAIRED AI 
Spectrums. 

PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Phone. 
PRICES From £14.95. 

WARRANTY Three months. 





COMPANY Ladbrook 
Computing International 
ADDRESS 33 Ormskirk Road. 
Preston. Lancashire PRI 20° 

Œ (0772) 21474 or 27236 
COMPUTERS REPAIRED Mainly 
мап 

PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Printers 
and disk drives. 

PRICES According to machine - for 
‘example ST £34.50, Х1/130 XE £23 
[these prices include VAT). 
WARRANTY Phone for information. 


COMPANYMP Electronics 
ADDRESS Wendling. Dereham 
Norfolk NRI9 212 
(0362) 87327 
COMPUTERS REPAIRED 
Spectrum, C64, BBC B, PC compatibles 
intact ali major makes exceprST and 
Amiga 
PERIPHERALS REPAIREDPriters, 
plotters, monitors, disk drives et. 
PRICES All-inclusive prices for most 
machines — 48K Spectrum £15, 128K 
Spectrum, BBC Band C64 £27.50,PCs 
from £20-E 100+. These rates cover all 
faults except those caused by other 
people's botched repairs! 
WARRANTY Phone for information. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Free estimates. £20 overhaul service 
for 48K Spectrums — MP Electronics 
replace sockets, keyboard membrane 
«тс and will repair any faults that. 











develop within six months of overhaul 


COMPANY PM Engineering 
ADDRESS Unit 8, New Road, St Мес. 
Cambridgeshire РЕ17 48G 

© (0480) 61394 

COMPUTERS REPAIRED Ai home 
computers. 

PERIPHERALS REPAIREDPrinters, 
‘monitors and disk drives 

PRICES Phone. There's a set repair 
price for each computer, regardiess of 
the fault and including all parts and 
labour 

WARRANTY Three months 


COMPANY RA Electronics. 
ADDRESS 133 London Road South. 
Lowestoft. Suffolk, NR33 ОАХ 

т (0502) 566289 

COMPUTERS REPAIRED Ai 
Spectrums. 

PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Phone. 
PRICES Spectrum 48K £14, 
Spectrum 128K £20. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION RA 
Electronics also зей components 





COMPANY Video Vault Ltd 
ADDRESS 140 High Street West 
Glossop, Derbyshire SK13 8Н/ 

Ж (04574) 66555 

COMPUTERS REPAIRED Most 
PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Phone. 
PRICES From €19.95, according to 
machine. 

WARRANTY Three months. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
\While-you-wait service in Manchester 





COMPANY УЗЕ Technical. 
Services. 

ADDRESS Mercury Asset. 
Management Youth Enterprise Centre. 
8 Nursery Road, London SWS ВВР 

= (01) 738-7707 

COMPUTERS REPAIRED Ai 
Spectrum, Amstrad, Atari and. 
Commodore models 

PERIPHERALS Opus Discovery. 
drive (partner lan Vaudrey is official 
Tepairperson for the Sinclair Discovery 
Quo. 

PRICES Rough guide: £12.90 for 
Spectrum 48K or Spectrum +, £14.90 
for Spectrum 128K. £15.90 for 
Spectrum +2, £21.90 for Opus 
Discovery. Prices include parts labour, 
VAT and retum postage. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION VSE 
Technical Services is run by young 
people with the help of a south 
London Youth Enterprise Centre. 


COMPANY Wight Computing 
Home Micros 

ADDRESS122 High Street. Ryde, ise 
of Wight PO33 25) 

Œ (0963) 68978 








COMPUTERS REPAIRED Most. 
PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Printers 
and monitors, but check first that the 
Service is avaiable for older models 
PRICES According to the problem 
WARRANTY 90 days, 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Wight Computing wil also check 
clean etc computers which are not 
obviously faulty. 


COMPANY WTS Electronics 
ADDRESS 5-9 Portland Road, Luton, 
Bedfordshire ША BAT 

т (0582) 458375. 

COMPUTERS REPAIRED 
Spectrum, Commodore, BBC, VIC20, 
Amstrad CPC 464. 

PERIPHERAL REPAIR Phone. 
PRICES €14-£32, depending on 
WARRANTY Three months 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
WTS Electronics promise to complete 
the repair within one week from the 
day they receive the machine, 


Attention repair firms: If you would 
like a mention in the Back Bytes 
Repair page, please send the relevant 
details to Back Bytes, ТОМ, PO Box 
10, Ludlow, Shropshire SY 10В, 
including a phone number and the 
manager's name (for our files) 





Joystick repair offer 


Waggling is bad for you even the 
most reliable joysticks can break 





there's so much strain on the 
moving parts. But now Roebuck 
Designs offer a £4.50; 

oer a £4 SO replacement 


i 


second-hand, 
working perfectly. They'll then 


keep yours, repair it later, and 
send it to another customer. 


The £4.50 price includes return 
postage 
Roebuck Victory 


model - but 


Works, Birds Hill, Letchworth, 
fordshire SG6 1 HX t8 (0462) 
or 480929, 

















event and the earlier Amstrad 





exhibit 
Wh Trilogic and 
hers had plenty of handy a 
ns for the C64 and Amiga. 
ТОМ?» Jason Sh 
vered. In fact 








idon disco 
here was so 





Finding faults 


| with two Trilogic add-ons 
| 64 Doctor and Drive Doctor 
64 Doctor offers intensive car 
for aging machines. It’s an £18.9 
diagnostic cart 
тотем the кеуі 
ROM, major chips and interrupt 
(All 

This handy little р 





much Stil 


C64 hardware needn't be so hard 


ard, joystick port 





plugs into the cartridge port on the 
pack of your C64 — no soldering 
required, just remember to turn the 












ff before inserting 
t checks the key A 
display of the Có4 keyboard 
appears onscreen, 

the real keys one by one, each is 


and as you press. 















displayed in reverse field (white on 





black 
nothin 
apr 


f you press a key and 
happens onscreen, there's. 
lem at your fingertips 

ven Spectrum-owners 
should be able to tell if a key works 
without a gadget 

The next test checks the joystick 
ports, in asimilar way, and then the 
— (МО) ports come 
under scrutiny. The screen displays 
the various ports, and the chips 
| associated with them. The 

hecks the banking cap. 
the VIC chip. 
2 Throughout 


est also 
ilities of 


any fault detected 


u may need to do is buy the 
component and. 


place it yourself. 
warning: even Trilogic are 
not quite sure whether 64 Doctor 








works on а C128, as the chip lay 
outs are quite different. 





Disk Doctor. 
The £14.99 Disk Doctor package 
contains a disk and a cassette, The 
software is supplied on the cassette 





logical, because if you're using 
Disk Doctor there's presumably 
something wrong with your drive 
The disk is inserted in the drive and 
used for tests. 

Disk Doctor checks the speed of 
the drive, backstop setting, head 
alignment, т 
Again, just one warning: it's 
easy to get slightly electrocuted if 


and head movement. 








you're not careful. 


Put your foot on it 


This is the future 
lators and car 


flight 
racing games. 

they say - yes, a foot-operated joys 
tick. These seem to be catching on. 
with a Nintendo version available 
in the USA and another planned 
for the Konix Slipstream (mind 


you, the Nintendo one has арра. 
у flopped) 

Trilogic's new model is a micro 

switched steering wheel approxi 


mately 12 inches across, which 
clamps onto a tabletop. There 











Оп Tri 


when I laugh 











taking 64 Doctor seriousl 





TOOLBOX 


Aselection of products to make life bearable 


Trilogic blitz for 
Commodores 


gear-change selector, a boost 
Switch (fast or slow), and 


pedals (on a flight simula 





would act as rudder controls 


There's also a joystick port so à 





'onventional joystick can b 
with it 
Software compatibility may t 








— — 
det won't be out fora while No 
— —— 

Amiga sounds good 

Tropic s Amiga Audio Digiizeri 





it baby. At 
better than Datel 











model, currently going for around 
£69.99 including software) 
Though the Trilogic sampl 


doesn't come with software 
well-known packages 

or even cheap public 
ware. And after creating а 
(limited only by the softwar 











main soft 
ample 
and 
an include it in 
music packages like Audio Master 
or Perfect Sound and creat 
masterpieces. 








Talking C64! 
Chatto your computer! Write your 
own BASIC programs 

rate speech! Trilogic 
Speech Maker 
following features 
9 Ready to talk immed 
powerup 





£14.99 
64 cartridge has the 








@ No software t 
© Does not redu: 
programming 

@ Interrupt-driven 
graphics, sound and 
@ Four intonation types 
@ Key voicing on depressio 
@ Infinite vocabulary (th 
of allophones). 

Ө Preprogrammed library of 234 
words 

@ Extended BASIC comman 
are compatible with Comme 
Magic Voice softw. 














the cartridge module to run Magi 
Voice software written in BASIC 
@ Existing base of software specifi 
ally written for ADMAN Speech 
Synthesiser 


Amiga Mini Speakers 


These are just the things you need 

for your Amiga - if your monitor 

makes alien-zapping music 

like Aled Jones, just ріш 

and shake the floorboards! 
About 12" tall and 5” w 

these speakers are powered from 


the s 














1 port, so no batteries are 
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needed (which is a good job. 
because the box states "batteries 
not included . . . '). 

А remote volume control is also 
supplied, and a built-in equaliser 
power booster, though one Trilogic 
person admitted `I haven't quite 
found what they do yet 

And to really hear the Amiga's 
stereo effects, the speakers can be 
placed 4 feet apart. 

£19.99 from — of course 
Trilogie, who also offer Mini-Amp 
1 at £14.99. This is much the same 
as the speaker set, but outputs 
through headphones (£3.99 a pair 
from Trilogic). 








Trilogic Unit 1, 253 New Works 
Road, Low Moor, Bradford BDI2 
ФОР & (0274) 691115. 


Printer port problems? 
Now you can use any port without 
thanks to Star Mier 

nics, who've released a serial-to 
parallel printer converter. At 
£63.25, Star's SPC-10 connects a 
printer's Centronics port to the 
micro's RS232 port, and provides 
full service including handshaking 
and adjustable baud rate/word 
lengthvparity 

Star Micronics: Craven House 
40 Uxbridge Road, London WS & 
(от) 840-1800. 








16-bit disk 
management 
Disk directories are like 
if you don't have an A-Z, you'll 
never find what you're looking for 
And that's where Xpedients come 


First they produced a Filofax 


style binder for storing disk infor 
‘mation - and now comes The Disk 
Organiser, a £29.99 PC package 
which analyses disk information 
and provides a printout, ST and 
Amiga versions are expected in the 
New Year, with Amstrad PCW and 
Apple Macintosh also planned 

Load The Disk Organiser, let it 
read ай your disks, store the infor- 
mation to floppy or hard disk- and 
then output customised reports 
which can include filename, file 
size, your own description of the 
file, which disk it's on, remaining 
disk space, etc 

The software produces an ASCII 
file, so you can edit your disk notes 
їп а word processor too. 








Package deals 
The price includes Xpedients's 
pseudo-Filofax notebook to keep 
the results tidy, and 200 pages 
worth of continuous paper. The 
Disk Organiser is also available for 
£39.99 with Mirrorsoft's File 
Rescue Plus (software which recov 
ers lost or damaged files, normally 





or, if you already have the 
notebook, you can get just the Xpe 
dients software for £19.99. 

Xpedients: 10-16 Mottram 
Street, Middle Hillgate, Stockport 
SKI 3PA Ф (061) 480-1952. 





Souped-up STs 
REV тауы Io our ST Wk 
Шы мен он Каре sine 





£399, this software-and-hardware 
for GEM-based applica- 
tions allows you to select com 





mands by touching the screen 
rather than pointing the mouse 
The flat, transparent touch-sen- 
sitive screen fits over the monitor 
or TV, and plugs into the serial 
port. Of course, there could 
problems if you want to use the 
Serial port for something else while 
fondling the screen . . . so Eagle 
are working on a version which, 
с sensibly, plugs into the 









mouse port 


Go-faster card 
Meanwhile, ST artists wantin, 
ter graphics manipulation can 
speed up their machines with 
Eagle's £299 accelerator card. 
According to Eagle Managing 
Director Steven Griffiths, “it dou. 
bles the speed of the machine 
though there haven't been ben. 
chtests to prove that yet. 

In effect, the accelerator card 
replaces the 5775 Motorola 68000 
processor with a more advanced 
model, the 68030. This is said to 
equal the speed of Intel's 80386 
chip, currently all the rage in PC 

nd 

Griffiths says the card is primar 
ily aimed at people who use the ST 
for DTP, graphics and emulation’ 

Eagle Computers: second floor 
Glamorgan House, David Street, 
Cardiff CFI 2EH & (0222) 390286. 
































COMPETITION 
RESULTS 


MANHATTAN 
DEALERS 
COMPETITION 


Silmarilsput an Amiga A500 up for 
grabs, complete with TV mod: 
Vlator. The lucky winner is Mathew 
Netherwood, Huddersfield HD4 
6RA 


WE ARE NOT 
AMUSED 


Domarkotfered a trip to 
Limehouse Studios to see behind 
the scenes of Spitting Image on 
Saturday 17th December. The 
overall wifiner, chosen from all the 
entrants, including those from sis: 


termagazines Crash and Zzap, will | 


be presented with a Spiting image 


puppet of themselves. The winner | 


is Nick Hawkes of London. 
‘The 3 second prize winners wil receive a 
Spring image vez and boon They are 
Andrew Watson, — 
Mariey Newark NG22 964, Hal Maugham 
— * 

TS runners up wil each receive a 
ЕЕ Еее. Й 








| th Nigoi Parsona, cara or эру, Chris 
| со ader O3 AA 
‘Brown, Waltham ONS OLA Richard. | 


London N12 7LS. Andrew Wilson, 
RM 600. — Liverpool 
NX Pe * 
SEG. Maie Sims, Kent CT ТҮР Howard 
Thorpe, Southampton 801 BAX Matthew 
Have Pyme BLS SRE. Jaron Col 
STR SAU. Colin McBurnie, Dewsbury 
т: TPL Kovin Patton, Harte HP? STG. 


POPERPLAY 
| COMPETITION 


| Powerplay offered a Sony Sound 
Bag radio/cassette player for the 
winner, a 3 inch FD 98 
black 'n' white from Sony as a 
second prize, and a third prize of a 
Sony CFS 930 sports stereo radio: 
cassette player 
The winner is Paul Speed, Lincoln 
LN6 ONU. 
The second prize goes to Mrs C Cox, 
Basingstoke G21 SHU, Third prize goes to 
R Coveney, tors TF2 TOF. 
| Motown Alexander: Shrewsbury SY2 SLY. 
Craig Reid, Porth BHI BY Andrew Mason, 
incom LNS SAQ Howard Thorpe, South 
‘smpton $01 BAX Simon Wiles Hants POT 
EPR O Taylor, Cheshire CWS TBH. Seb 
Geddes, Continess KWO GET. А Salisbury 
Sartaston WS10 BNE. Jason Sime, Dorset 
EAE 
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fter two years of develop- 
ment, Miles Gordon. 

Technology have finalised the 
design of their SAM home 

micro, due next spring. And its 
specs will astound anyone who 
thought we'd reached the end 
of the 8-bit road. ТОМ sent an 
expert, Simon N Goodwin, to 
report on Britain's next new 















SAM ischeap and runs much exist 
ing Spectrum software, yet it has 
256K of RAM, 64 colours, and 
seven-channel sound. 

It first came to the public eye а 

еп our Spectrum sister 
magazine CRASH reported that 
nning a ‘super Spec 
tible with thousands. 
of existing Spectrum programs, but 
with modern graphics, sound, disk 
and memory expansion. 

Since then the SAM design has 
grown steadily more ambitious. 
Spectrum compatibility and low 
pricing are still major features, but 
the new sound and graphics modes 
have attracted attention from 
major software houses, who plan to 
produce software specifically for 
SAM. 

SAM will initially be available in 
two versions, The cassette mode! 
will sell for "under 81507, while the 
disk version with built-in 780K 3.5 
disk drive will cost £199. You can 
upgrade either model to 512K of 
RAM by buying two extra chips. 




















Sound and vision 
SAM has four graphics modes, 
with varying colour and point resol- 
tutions. All the modes can use a 
hold and modify facility, à la 
Amiga, to display the full range of 
64 colours onscreen at one time, 
from SAM BASIC or machine 
code. You can swap between 
modes at any time, and keep 
screens in several different modes 
in memory all at once. 

Mode 1 is like the old Spectrum 
display — fast to program, but with 
restrictions on the position of col- 
ourchanges. You can stick with ће 
normal eight Spectrum colours, 
plus ‘bright’ variations, ог reprog. 
ram the display to change the col- 
ours on standard 48K Spectrum 
games. 

SAM may finally give Spectrum 
games proper ‘metallic 
spaceships, rather than the Lego: 
style colours of the original Spec 
trum! 














You can also use the palette to 


The secrets of a 
new machine 


resolve clashes in games that jux 
tapose similar colours like green 
and cyan, or red and magenta. 

Mode 2 is a cross between att 
butetnd bitmapped graphics. 
two colours chosen from 16 on each 
line of eight dots. 

Mode 3 gives 512x192 resolu 
tion, with each point in any one of 
four colours. This mode allows a 
24-line 85-column text display 
best viewed on a monitor, unless 
you've got a really good TV ~or 24 
lines of 64 columns on a TV 

Mode 4 has the same 256x192 
resolution as the Spectrum, but 
‘each dot can be independently set 
to one of 16 colours, with no attri 
bute clash at all. 

As for sound, SAM's seven. 
channels include one simple mono 
channel for 48K Spectrum com- 
patibility, plus a six-channel stereo 
sound chip - much superior to the 
three-channel A Y-3-8912 used in 
CPCs, STs and 128K Spectrums. 

SAM programmers can “рап 
sounds independently across the 
stereo image. The Mullard SAA 
1099 chip contains six frequency 
generators, two ‘noise’ generators 

for explosions and suchlike - and 

amplitude controllers 




















Interfacing 

Unlike older cheap micros, SAM 
‘comes plastered with built-in inter: 
faces. You can use a TV display 
with sound through the telly, or an 
RGB monitor with stereo sound 
through your hi-fi or Walkman. 

There's a full MIDI interface. 
and you can also plug in a cassette 
drive, mouse, trackball, autofire 
joystick, light pen and parallel 
printer 

The built-in network (first 
revealed in ТОМ010) lets up to 64 
machines send messages back and 
forthor share disks or printers over 
the network 

SAM has a proper socket for 
add-ons, rather than a Spectrum 
style edge connector. You can still 
use cheap and widely-available 
Spectrum interfaces, via a small 
adapter. 

MGT intend to produce a buf. 
fered'microframe for people who 
need to plug several things in at 
once - this will be more costly than 
Sinclair-style throughports, but 
should be a lot more reliable. 








Flexibility 

The new machine also has unusu- 

ally flexible memory paging, so it 

can pretend to be several computer 
systems at one time. You can load 
248K Spectrum game into one part. 














and a graphics package into 
another, and draw a map as you 
play the game, swapping back and 
forth at the press of a key 

Business and educational users. 
сап use the same trick to swap 
between applications without 
reloading. It’s not true multitask 
ing, but it’sa step in the right direc 

The SAM processor is а Zik 
250В running at MHz ~ 50% fas- 
ter than the Z80A іп Amstrad's. 
Spectrum, PCW and CPC com 
puters. And the Z80B processor 
makes SAM a fast, compatible way 
to run classic CP/M software. 
including Infocom games and tools. 
like WordStar, Supercalc and 
Turbo Pascal. 

The built-in structured BASIC 
interpreter is written by Andy 
Wright, author of the Spectrum 
add-on language Beta BASIC 
SAM runs ZX BASIC programs, 
converting them automatically 
after loading, but internally it's a 
completely new BASIC. It. 

shionable features for graphics 
and procedural programming, plus 
extended addressing so that prog. 























Cuit), a custom chip which replaces 
scores of standa 


costs down 





rams and arrays can fill memory 

This is a big advance over 8-bit 
machines like the Spectrum and 
PCW, which limit code to 32-64K 
sections. 





How do they do it all? Well 
SAM is built around an ASIC (ap. 
plication-specific integrated cir 





4 components. 
The low chip count helps keep 

SAM has eight chips 
in all, against 20 in the £199 Spec 
trum + апа 60-plusin 16-bit com 
puters, 











W SAM production is scheduled to 
start in February, with machines 

ailable by April or May. At first 
the machine will be available only 
on mail order from we'll 
keep you posted on how to order it 
and for how much 

‘Component supplies for the first 
56,000 machines have been gu: 
teed, but the price may go up or 
down after then, dependingon chip 
costs. Chips, currently expensive 
are widely expected to get cheaper 
during 1989 but no-one's guaran- 
teeing anything. 


























їз not the end of the line for 8-bits 
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£ Computer Adventure World 
[ADVENTURES - FANTASY - WARGAMES - STRATEGY] 


SIMULATIONS CANADA ‘COMPUTER MODERATED’ BOARD WARGAMES : 


COMPLETE WITH 2 MAPS OF THE AREA OF CONFLICT (1 OR 2 PLAYER) THESE GAMES ARE 

FOR THE WARGAMES ENTHUSIAST. FOR THE IBM, ATARI ST, C64 DISC, APPLE |! АТ £25-00 

MOSCOW CAMPAIGN WW 11 & THE MASSIVE GERMAN OFFENSIVE AGAINST THE RUSSIAN CAPITAL 

STALINGRAD CAMPAIGN THE RUSSIAN — AND SWEEPING MOBILE WARFARE TO S AD 

к НЕК CAMPAIGN THE GREATEST. FAK 1 ARMOJ О CONFLICT IN HISTORY AT THE KURSK SALIENT WWII 

Ом! AT GAZAL LA DESERT WARF. AT ITS E - ET FOX’ AND FLUID ARMORED COMBAT 
ONE oe 5 MAJOR ‘SET PIECE BATTLES’ OF WWII - 


ORD’. THE ALLIED OFFENSIVE AGAINST THE GERMAN HEARTLAND 

C SIMI LARON OF THE BATTLE FOR THE ‘ATLANTIC LIFELINE” WWII 

NAVAL T WAREN RE IN THE PACIFIC IN THE OPENING STAGES OF WORLD WAR |! 

QUEL TO ‘GREY SEAS PORTRAYING TACTICAL NAVAL PAGIFIC COMBAT 1943-6 

SEEN OS OF МО TACTICAL NAVAL COMBAT IN THE MEDITERRANEAN THEATRE 
ESCALATING MODERN STRATEGIC NAVAL | Каме N THE PACIFIC - USA V USSR 

THE CLOSE RUN 1973 ARAB - ISRAELI WAR ON THE NORTHERN FRONT - TANKS & MISSIILES 


WARGAME. FANTASY, RPG & STRATEGY. PROGRAMMES - MAINLY USA IMPORTS. 
NTASY RPG, PARTY OF 9 WITH 10 SCENARIOS OR IR OWN' ST & AMIGA 
PAL АВ N AL Q DISC ... ADOS MANY MORE SCENARIOS TO THE ABOVE OU ON NOW - ST SOON 
N S Al N . GRAPHIC STRATEGIC POLITICAL WARGAME 5 RPG SHOGUN JAPAN 
THRONE AS ABOVE BUT CONCER! NS 4 ION OF CHINA вм 
E. ЕМ FANTASY RPG FROM ‘ORIGINS - BIG МА IV. APPLE & C64 
THE CLASSIC ‘DUNGEONS & DRAGONS 859 SERIES IBM 8 APPLE,EACH 
RAI SAPNI iç EN, | ARCADE “SEQUENCE AOVENTU! RE G REAT GRAPHICS 
OIGA WRGAME/RPG, 10 SCENA! RIOS SIGN, N STé 


В. WOLFP. CONFLICT | IN THE АЯСТІ 
TION OF THE US POLIT! CAL CAMPAIGNS FROM es, 88 Sir 
N RU N WYO OWN TV NETWORK SIMULATION > ST BUT 1 MEGBYTE 
TION OF THE (8 e VIL WAR - FROM AVALON HIL! 
OR 6 PI 5, THE COMPUTER AS "ОМ" 
WATERLOO % GETTYSBURG .. ST BUT 1.08 SYSTEM 
OBAL CONFLICT MODELLED ON WWII .... IBM, ATARI ST, AMIGA 
D GRAPHIC ADVENTURE-RPG - CAN YOU AVERT DISASTER? 
UNNING GRAPHIC WWII FLIGHT S ІМ, - CLASSIC AIRCRAFT TO FLY 
YOURSELF AS A SURGEON - REALIST C "UNDER, 
E GRAPHIC ADVEN SE 5 IBI £24-51 
T STRATEGIC ‘CONQUER THE UNIVERSE — FROM 555 AMIGA £24.50 


5% WARGANE SIMULATIONS’ FOR THE C4 - API 
SSiC ASY RPG GAMES - ‘MANY FORMATS & PRICES’ - PLEASE E ENT RE 


GREAT SPORTS SIMULATIONS - MAINLY IMPORTED FROM THE USA: 


JACK NICKLAUS GOLF 8 CHAMPIONSHIP COURSES PLUS 2 956) GNED BY THE MASTER .... IBM 

GREAT 30 GRAPHICAL BASS FISHI NG SIMULA N WIT LENT DETAIL ... ST 

LWAY'S QUART BACK GRAPHIC CHALLENGIN OY TBALL SIMULATION -.. C64 & ISM 
EACH ARD .... THE CLASSIC FT ty Coe S! IMULAT ION О 


> 24 
ал 


ER & BM. 
ory FOR ABOVE F & IBM 
HICS .. ST, ІВМ, C64 


£8. 85 : ІМЕОСОМ5 
LTIMA IL OR IV. £7-85 POL GUEST 
OR CLUES’ 50 SOLUTIONS, FOR ONLY £. 


LSEND a SAE FOR FREE DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE 8 PRICE LIST 


GE FREE IN UK - PER GAN 


Computer Adventure World 


Bank Buildings, 1A Charing Cross, Birkenhead L41 6EJ 
Telephone: 051-666 1132 

















ВАСК ВҮТЕ5 


— 

3 Ced 
ETE 
E 
terminals? a) Plato,b) a Potato, с) 





Jules Verne? 


15) Which hippy software house 
was run by Pete the Hat? 


16) How many vertical scannin 
ines аге hece in the following 
зу Name the nauseating android | 5) Which iate lamented bofin | Jim, Annie, Tim, Richard, David, | systems: NTSC, SECAM/PAL, 
bear who became a kid's best presented TV's The Mighty Micro? | Not now 

seller during Christmas 1986. 
17) What happened to Haresoft’s 
S When was tho Compact Dise | 10 whatisaLANaWANanda | "осна game" 


2) What is the origin of the word | launched in the UK? Masquerade? What happened to 


MODEM and wnat dossa modom ры үл 
ber 1488, and why? 18) 
7) What difference will Batman 11) In order of appearance, name Decemt Y 
Telcew Robin when ОС comics | al ine actors who have played” | Name the Z-88 on-board vl a 
bring the little twerp back to life? | Doctor Who. іре ) Up Your Pipe, с) 


3) Unscramble the software titles 
from these seasonal telegrams, 
"АК CREAM SANTA GUT’, LIT | 8) in 1928, E.M. Forster predicted 


Pipe Down. 








OR BUM XMAS’. a supercomputer suffocating 12) Which Ultimate classic was the 34 Wire а ON plug 
humanity. Name the book smash of Christmas 19847 
4) When did Gremlin's Pink 20) Spot the odd one out, Puss in 
Panther originaly appear, and | 9)Filinthemissing words, Abigail, | 13) Whatdoyou call 144 computer | Boots, Mather Goose, Те Gallup 
what was it Lizzie, Charlotte, Wiliam, John, ^ | programmers? Software Charts, Income Tax. 
ANSWERS. жк (соқ жиі, же AR яа, ату Фина аб 
саң р жора mamam нира ma of жыйы — oo tm in | 
maag ag иең ра i, D рав — тү юн эрү RL HE} RG кіз orb RAD 
е —n— ATG E — жели уз PEL C ! 
— — — — 
Wut кал виц так —ñ "MAU ig poon cnp tum cu pu — | 
то 1 к ош вас. юйюн ур alee ele нүш S eee p ERU y b | 
бох аа ag жеме roa ов a hagan Е pr ж жеңі 


























AKAIDO The Instant Catalog =r 
ARCADE SYSTEMS 


REQUIRE PROGRAMMERS FOR: — н | 
ST/AMIGA/PC/C64 : " Е ex | 





To work on exciting new projects, 13 = ; xe | 
in house or freelance. 


Apply to: 
Personnel Manager 
Akaido Arcade Systems 
Albermarle House 
Osborne Road 





Southsea E. INSTANT, Boston House, Abbey Park Road, Leicester LEA SAN 
Hants Mai Order Oriy. Sate Computer's make and mode 
P&P: 50р on orders under £5. EEC 79 рег title. 


PO5 3LB j Whale Word £1.50 per tle for Air Mal 


New ies sent on the day ol release 
Tel: (0705) 291 866 / EN 0533510102 


/ FOR DISK PRICES & NEW RELEASES PLEASE RING US. 
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All that glitters is not sold 


New consoles and computers may sound wonderful - but they're often just too good, argues Barnaby Page 


1 all that they're saying about 

the Flare One is true, it's the. 

ultimate computer of our time 

(or console: what's the differ- 

ence? A console is just а com- 
puter without some input/output 
facilities.) Listen to this: 512x256 
definition. built-in genlock over- 
lays. custom sound and video chips, 
blah blah blah. and all for a 
knockdown £200-odd. 

Only trouble is, it doesn’t really 
seem likely that the Flare will be 
released, now or ever. There are 
undoubtedly elements of it in the 
Konix Slipstream (see this month's 
news), though Konix will privately 
stress that the Slipstream isn’t the 
Flare One, it just shares some ideas. 

But it’s ironic that this ultimate 
machine may never appear, a bit 
like the previous venture of its 
designers Martin Brennan, Ben 
Cheese and John Mathieson ~ the 
souped-up Spectrum, Loki. Because 
What's the reason current rumour 
gives for the Flare's fizzling? It’s just 
feo good: and to manufacture some- 
thing so triffically brill would cost 
too much. 

1 knew this would happen, as ай 
moaning prophets say. Sooner or 
later, in our quest for ever-higher 
resolution and ever-faster proces 
sors and ever-whizzier graphics- 
handling and ever-less-tinny 
sound, we were bound to run up 
against the problem that computer 
users, or at any rate hyped-up com- 
puter journalists, want more than 
the real world can deliver. 

Take the Acorn Archimedes — 
please take it, as Acorn said. There 
you've got the cheapest 32-bit 
machine around — (68020-based 
Apple Macs and — Amstrad not- 
withstanding — 80386-based PCs 
still command a price way above 
Archie's entry-level — £801.60) 
You're about to have a new RISC 
(reduced instruction set comput- 
ing) chip upgrade, available to exist- 
ing users for just £29 come spring. 
You've got a minimum memory of 
512K. 

You've also got a 4,096-colour 
palette, 16-colour resolution of up 
to 614x512, ridiculously generous 
16-channel stereo sound and soon. 

But — and it's a bigger but than а 
dinosaur's — software houses have 
not exactly flip-flopped over the 
Archimedes, True, there are many 
specialist. scientific, programming 
and graphics packages available, as 
well as а fair-sized handful of 
games. 

Yet И anyone's to produce soft- 
are that would really use the 
machine's full potential, it will take 
them a long time in development. 
And theyll want a lot ої 
Archimedes-owners out there — a 
large user base, as the jargon has it. 





But if anyone smart is going to buy 
the machine, they'll want the soft- 
ware base in place before they fork 
ош. 

Vicious circle. сото loop. ring-a- 
ring-a-roses, call it what you will, 
it's the problem that will face any 
‘computer or console that’s too good 
for a market where low prices still 
rule. (It’s surprising. mind you, that 
the Archimedes 310M hasn't taken 
off much faster - with a colour 
monitor and PC emulation thrown 
in for £1,280, it would seem to offer 
all the businessman's heart could 
desire. But that’s a different story.) 


The price of success 

How, then, does a new machine 
succeed? We need to know this 
today, because all around are 
launches: the Slipstream, the this- 











Flare Onc. Sega's Megadelve, the 
long-awaited 16-bit Nintendo И, 
various portable/console/super STs, 
the MSX2+, and SAM, the subject 
of a detailed analysis in this month's 
Back Bytes. 

The essential thing is a guarantee 
- not "your money back if you're 
not satisfied in seven days’, but a 
guarantee to software houses that 
there will be users and vice versa. 

With the Slipstream, Konix seem 
to be some way toward achieving 
this - certainly, British software 
houses were falling over themselves. 
earlier this winter to get in Konix's 
good books. There’s also the advan- 
age (to Konix) that none of the 
other console biggies have really 
concentrated оп — dare one say 
cared about? ~ Britain, so there's an 
army of potential gamesters out 
there just dying for a chance in a 
hydraulic chair. 

Sega's 16-bit Megadelve console, 
due to be launched next autumn, 
will go the way of all silicon unless 
Virgin Mastertronic (the Japanese 
firm's UK representatives) push it a 
bit harder than the existing Sega. 

The Nintendo П is several years. 
off, and even Nintendo themselves 
— in the shape of their UK agent 
Mike Wensman — recognise that 
software is the problem there. It can 
take at least a year to write а decent 
8-bit Nintendo game, according t 
Wensman, and obviously writing 
for an unfamiliar, complex machine 
will be тоге... well. unfamiliar 
and complex. 

Still, according to Wensman, that 
pays off. In Japan, he claims, Legend 
Of Zelda sold a mind-boggling mil- 
lion copies on its first day of release, 
and it does provide 260 hours of 











play. 
The new STs will be extensively 
written about, ‘exclusively’ 
reviewed іп posh computer 


magazines, push forward the bar- 


“The new STs 
will be written 
about, 
exclusively 
previewed, and 
then disappear” 


The Archimedes: were 
Acorn too smart for 
their own good? 


riers of digital technology as we 
know it, and then quite possibly dis- 
appear into the morass, They do, 
however, have the advantage of 


‘compatibility with existing ST soft- 
ware, which may lure people who 
really want a portable or a super ST. 
On the console front, I'm not so 
sure; the Slipstream just sounds to. 
good, and the PC Engine’s no slouch 
either 

The MSX2+, if it's ever released 
in Britain, cannot be expected 10 
change the face of anything, how- 
ever good it is; with a few excep- 
tions, notably Konami, software 
houses are already too far removed 
from the MSX road to get back in 
gear. 

‘And that leaves SAM. It’s a nice, 
simple 8-bit computer, nothing too 
flashy, compatible with much of the 
ginormous base of Spectrum soft 
ware, yet it sounds good. The resol- 
ution, colour palette and seven 
channel sound are all substantial 
improvements on a Spectrum, and 
even with a disk drive (fortunately 
3,5") SAM will only be 6199 








The one word of warning is that 
Miles Gordon Technology are a 
small company, and won't be able 
to push SAM much on TV or in the 
national press—not at first, at least, 


Therefore they wont enjoy 
megasales (apparently recognising 
this and deciding to cut their losses, 
they're putting it out on mail order. 
before risking the high street any- 
way). Therefore there won't be 
much SAM-specific software, and 
therefore 

But this is where the loop stops. 
SAM already has a substantial soft- 
ware base thanks to the Spectrum 
sales achieved by Sir Clive and Big 
Al (Sinclair and Sugar). 

So it's ironic, again, that of all the 
new machines, it may be a humble 
ol’ Z80-based Ѕрессу variant that 
stands the best chance, 
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Ш Programmer Jez бап writes 
exclusively for TGM on the crea- 
tion of a 16-bit mega game 


Ш The complete guide to buying 
second hand micros - bargains, 
pitfalls and what to look out for 


Ш Life at long distance. ТОМ 
reports on ISDN - it's going to 
revolutionise gaming as we know 
it. Find out how the tele com- 
munications explosion is going 
to change the world 


Ш More winning entries from the 
Newsfield computer art exhibition 


INLAND MEMBERSHIP (per year) ONLY £6.95 
OVERSEAS MEMBERSHIP (per year) ONLY £10.00 


MSX UK, North Lodge, Caimhill Road, Airdrie, Lanarkshire, Scotland 


E T д 
BACK BYTES 








of things 
to come 









E Charts 


|Ш Awards 


| 
Ш Competitions 


| BI News reports so exclusive we | 
| can't even tell you about *em yet! 


| ш Games! Games! Games! 


| Æ TGM 015 is on sale from 19 Jan- 
uary 


® The waiting's over 
® The future is in your hands 














MLS RJ. Tel. (0936) 64045 
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